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VISITS OY MER 



BEING TBE 

JOURNAL 

OF 

THE STATED PREACUKH 

TO TOE 

HOSPITAL AND ALMSIIOUSI:!, 

lit 

THE CITY OF NEW-YORK, 

1811. 



BT 

THE REV. E. S. ELY, 

or WXW-TOBE, 

BtarnvMnied bjf $ever£iMinitten im EngimUl atui Ameri^t, 



O ml|^t the mantle soon deseeai* /<vV* ^ '^/rf* 
Tkat How4mD*k gemtle spirit tlm^-', ''. i *^ "ST*-''^ 

Give haman kind r geii«ral fH< 
iknd make the sou» of sorrow 

Arc there, vbo irruan in haunts 



That How4aD*k gentle spirit CUM ';. 'T ^ s^^"* \ 
Ivo human kind a genvral Mei£7 ^ . " /^ • JI^X 
iknd make the sous of sorrow wad!- "" V ' ^^X 



Whence Misc.-ry baauihes the gj 
The pale, the sick, the shivering 
iknd bhall wo turn our eyes away? 



NEW-YORK; PRINTED. 
mB-FRDrnsD (wrm the authou's approbatiok) for wrtLrAior 
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mt THE 



R.V.ALEXANDER WAUGH, A.M. 

miiM§r •/ the ScoU^ Ckmrck^ WeU Strmi^ ir«rjM^Mt| 



Ret. GEORGE COLLISON, 

r 

MiMider of the Independent Ckurek^ WaUhnmiiowi 

Rbv. THADDEUS OSGOOD, 

Of America* 
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A MAN 18 doing honour to his own heart ia 
recommending* to the public notice the following 
"Journal," very appropriately entitled " Visits 
OF Mercy." The excellent Author seems to 
have drunk deep at the spirit of Him, whose 
bosom was the dwelling place of pity, and who 
went about doing good. What a blessing to the 
work-houses, the hospitals, and other recepta- 
cles of poverty and disease, especially in great 
cities, were men of his ability, discernment, and 
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tenderness of heart, the persons appointed to 
perform in them the duties of the Christian 
■linistrj I 

In everjF fM? ^ th^ werk we recognize the 
^^man of feeling;" but it is the feeling of a re- 
newed heart, enlarged as is the range of human 
wretchedness) purified li^ the ir ^d we ffin g Sprrlt 
of Cky^ audi ennobled bf tke 'Model our wlncll 
it is formed. We assure oimselves of the thanks 
of every httaane a»cl pieiw aikid in respect- 
ftiUj introduciog a work so happily fitted to 
soften, to cleanse, and to exalt the hearjt of roan, 
Wid give energy to t&e best affections of our 
nature. ^ * 

ALEXANDER WAUGH, 
GEORGE COLLISON. 
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Hatikci been personally acquainted with thfi 
Author in ilmerica, and by his request having 
assisted him in giving advice and instructions to 
the poor in New- York, I had an opportunity of 
witnessing his zeal and fidelity in the work of hit 
Divine Master, and of hearing him read a part 
of the following pages, before they were givea 
to the public, — 1 therefore cordially concur in 
recommending this work, aa worthy of the perusal 
of all, and particularly of those who are engagaA 
in visiting and instructing the sick and the poor$ 
and do sincerely pray, that the Great Head of 
the Church may bless these pious anecdotes and 
useful hint9 to the edification and spiritual im« 
provement of many in this kingdom, through 
which it is hoped they may find a rapid circula* 
tion. 

TIIADDEUS OSGOOD ♦ 



* The Rev. Mr. Oigood, of America, is himself on a 
*^ Tisit of Mercy" to this country, haying come with the 
most respectable recommendations, to solicit doaationi Id 
enable him to distribute Bibles and Tracts — to establish 
small school libraries, and asylums for the destitute poor 
of Canada. 

See Ev0n. Mag. for If sjir, mi4 (he Chriitum O^s friw, 
/#r,4nrll, 1813. 
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AMERICAN RECOMMENDATION, 



■^ 



PHILIP MILLEDOLER, D. D. 

To the Members of t fie Presbyterian and Reformed 
Dutch Churchesy in the city of New* York. 

It is well known to many of you^ that Hm 
Almshouse and Hospital of this city were, pre<* 
viously to the year 1810, in a very destitute 
situation, in point of Grospel privileges. Whilst 
unremitting cafe has been exercised in those im- 
portant institutions, for preserving the lives and 
health of theif inhabitants, the immortal part^ 
uncherished and uncultivated, has been suffered 
to pine away with famine of the word of God. 

The attention of the religious public has, fbt 
some time past, been called to this subject, hj 
the Rev. Ezra Stiles £ly, a member of the 
Presbytery of New- York. lu June, 18i0, he 
began to preach in the Almshouse, and in the 
month of October, of the same year, in the Hos« 
pital. In November following, a form of sub- 
scription was drafted, and subscribed by a number 
of individuals, who were principally of the Prea- 
hyterian and Dutch communion of this city, for 
the maintenance of the Gospel in those places* 
Mr. Ely was retained as their Stated Preacher^ 

A 
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pious souls, oppressed with povertj and disease, 
who hail the approach of a minister of Jesus, 
with almost as much joy and gratitude, as if he 
were an angel from heaven. There are, doubt- 
less, some who enter these institutions with minds 
shrouded in ignorance, and hearts hardened in 
tin : to them, how necessary is it that divine in- 
struction should be communicated, and one more 
effort made to snatch them from perdition! Such 
aM attempt is intercepting them from the very 
borders of destruction. Whatever may be the 
Sasue, it is interesting, it is rational, it is godlike. 
That men are often called to repentance by afflic- 
tive dispensations of Providence, who will deny ? 
WJien their bodies are wasting with disease, or 
theifr souls sinking in despondence, dark is that 
fldjad which does not anticipate futurity, and hard 
that heart which is uninfluenced by the Gospel. 
Tjbere are such characters, we kno(iv; but on the 
other hand,i are there not many who will have 
eternal cause to rejoice in afflictions, sanctified 
by grace to their salvation ? 

To extend the glad tidings of salvation, is a 
great christian duty; and the true disciples of 
Jesus every where acknowledge it. To fulfil this 
duty, missionary societies have been formed in 
our own country, as well as in Europe. Distant 
missions to the heathen have been planned and 
executed. That spirit which has deplored their 
situation, and attempted their relief, we honour 
imd rejoice in. But shall we neglect missionary 
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ground under our eye, and at our very doors t 
^[lliilslt w^ efijfdore ftr distant regions of iBnaioil^ 
ai7 labour^! stmll we paia over^ our own fields^ 
jfdiieh are wbttemngi to the banrest ? The wis- 
dom of such oonduct is ex€eedingly questionable^ 
Xhe 4oul yo(: a pauper in the Almshouse of New- 
York^ ism valuable as the soul of an Indian <Ai 
the hanks of. the Granges. Whilst our eyes then 
lure turned to the distant harvest fields, let ua dot 
leave our own uncultivated, or ungathered. 
. To urge the necessity of immediate attention ie 
this subject, I would observe, 

.Sdly. That if any thing is done, it must bt 
dime by individuals. 

Bene&ctions of a public or private nature, may 
hereafter forward this'work of charity; but the 
foundation of it must be laid in individual enters 
prise. It is doubted whether the Corporation 
of 7this city hare power to appropriate any port 
of their funds for the support of a religious* lit* 
structor in the Almshouse. If they hftvenot, h 
cannot be expected; if they have, they may wish 
to avoid the charge of partiality to a particulate 
denomination. 

Jealousy between difiEerent denominations, in a/ 
csfie like this, never has, and we have reason to* 
believe from the nature of it, never wil], appeorL' 
Be this however as it nay, something should be 
done for the relief of l^ese institutions, as soon* 
as possible. I « We atknowledge it as a just princt^ 
pie,- that privileges extended to one denomin<L« 

A3 



H/OOy should be equaHj alloived to others ; and 
tiiat fitvours conferred on one, should' be common 
to all. As Tve^ therefore^ ai*ro^te to* ourselves 
no exclusive privilege^ none can havie a right to 
complain. 

It may be supposed by some, tlmt if the clergy 
should visit those institutions in their turn, it 
would supersede the necessity of etnp)o3ring a 
miMii^iary. Such art objection, if made, is found- 
ed in ignoranceof the situation of the clergy, as 
well as of the dutigs to be performed by such a 
nussionary. The writer of this address is per- 
Sliaded that the ministers of the Oospel in this 
city are disposed to do their duty ; but he also 
knows that aikithftil oblservance of duties in their 
fwn charged is enough, and in many instances 
]Bor0-than ji^ndugh, to occupy their whole tincie 
and attention. Such of the laity ns are best ac* 
^pminted with ecclesiastical affairs, know this 
slfktemeBt to, >e correct. But again, if they^re 
to.preacbjn those institutions, they ought to offi- 
ciatepn tb^Mbbatb^ and must consequently leave 
their owOi dinKhes unsupplied. But occasional 
pr^ehiog is not the whole, nor even a principal 
pjurt of whs^t is to be done in those' institutions. 
Tie persons charged with the spiritual care of 
them should be daily at his post. To form an' 
acquaintance with his charge, to know their cha* 
lacteijS,: to exhort aand xebUke with all long-sufSbr- 
ing and gentleness, to;dry away <!he tears of the^ 
afflictc)dj( tp iy^rpi))a||d wine&tto^the festering^ 



wounds of 4 broken hearted mourner, to counsdl 
smd praj with the djin^, and daily to prcadb 
from ward to ward, and from couch to ccVuck^ 
Jesus and the resurrection — these are a specimett 
of the labours of a missionary in those libuses; 
and if this be not done, the object to be accoia* 
plisbed, is ndt, and cannot be, attained.. * 

Can all tbele duties be performed by the sta^ 
tioned pasti>rs of this city ? No, it is impossible'; 
they may mourn over the omission, but they calL« 
net supply it. Abundantly furnished with thd 
means of g^race for ourselves, brethren, are mci 
not called by every consideration that can iak' 
fluence the human mind, to extend these Uess*" ^ 
ings to the poor, the destitute, and the friendlesi? 
It is characteristical of the Gospel, that it shoulii 
be preached to the poor; and shall we suSbr 
them to starve at our doors for the bread 6( lifef 
Can we excuse it to our cc^nsciences, or can "WH^ 
answer it to our God ? " Freely ye have re^eiv^^- 
fyeely ^ve|" was a command of Christ to his dis^' 
cipl^; a command which will apply to us^^te' 
relation to this subject, with peculiar emf^a^.^ 
The members of Christ may suffer, but they iM^ 
his members still ; and let us not forget that wlUit 
is done for die least of these his brethren ih ta- 
bulation, he will g^ciously consider as done utito 
himself. > 

You will 'undoubtedly pardon the author '«f 
this addran, brethren, for the liberty he has^ 
tf|kAD« He has felt Mmself cdiistraintd to be ti^' 



gent on this subject. The object held up to your 
view he considers of incalculable importance, and 
deprecates the idea of its abandonment. He 
luiows there are many claims on your liberality, 
t)ut who among you is the poorer for them all ? 
We live in troublous times, but shall we there- 
fore cease to live actively, foj^ Christ? If what 
has been said, shall have a tendency to draw your 
attention to this subject, he will think it an hon- 
our to associate with such as may wish to carry it 
into effect. And if he can be in any wise in- 
strumental in fixing the Gospel on a permanent 
ibundation in those institutions, he will consider 
it as one of the happiest events of his life. 

That it may please God in all things to direct 
you, and that grace, mercy, and peace, from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, may be 
piultiplied to you and yours, is the prayer t)f. 

Dear brethren, 

■ : -Your friend and servant in the Lord, 

PH. MILLEDOLER. 

* New- York, 

Sept. 16, 1812. 



AUTHOR^S PREFACE. 



Tfife author of the following Journal, i$^ 
now happy to gratify many of his friends; 
who have long urged the publication of it* 
To all those, who have contributed to the 
propagation of the Gospel among the poor 
of this city, it is respectfully inscribed ; 
and particularly to the Rev. John B. Ro- 
MEYN, D. D. whose iudispositlon has pre- 
vented him from performing that friendly 
service which he promised, of introducing 
this work to the public. He has ever 
cherished the author in his ministerial la^ 
hours, and having sympathized with the 
afflicted poor, was determined to plead 
their cause. His benevolent heart will 
unite with me in gratitude to our iaestima"- 



ble friend, the Rev. Philip Milledoler, 
D. D. for haviug performed the intended 
labour of love. 

To be insensible to the commendations 
of the good, v^oulU be unchristian. The 
author thanks Dr. Milledoler for his fa- 
vourable sentiments and personal friend- 
ship. His grateful approbation, however, 
^hould not meet the public eye, were it 
not for the hope, that the Doctor's address 
will prove instrumental in founding a sp- 
ciety for the support of the Gospel in the 
Hospital and Almshouse, which shall be 
as lasting as those institutions. The writer 
may express this hope, without the im* 
putation of selfishness; for, having per- 
formed " a tour of duty," he would wish 
to retire, and give place to some more 
Yaliant soldier of the cross. He does not 
plead, nor desire others to plead, for him- 
self. Every motive of a personal nature, 
which presents itself to his mind, urges his 
resignation ; and, possibly, it might pro* 
mote the cause of Christ, to maintain such 
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a rotation iu the Stated Preacher's office, 
as would give many young ministers the 
opportunity of becoming familiar with 
wretchedness and death. " It is good for 
a man that he bear the yoke in his youth," 
The writer has, therefore^ relinquished all 
subscriptions in his favour; but will never 
cease to plead, that the Gospel may be 
preached to the poor within our cities — to 
the pagans who sit in the darkness of 
d^ath — to "every creature/' 

E. S. Ely. 
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JOURNAL, 

January Ut, 1811. 

'* He that finds 

One drop of HeaTcn's sweet mercy in his cnp, 
Can dig, beg, rot, and perish, well content, 
. So he may wrap himself in honest rass, 
At his last gasp." 

COWPEH. 



SiKCE the first of October last, the patients in the 
Hospital hare had the opportunity of liearing one dis* 
course on every Lord's day. Out of the two hundred 
persons in this institution, about half have been suffix 
ciently restored to health to attend public worship. All 
pay a decent, many a s6lemn, and sfmie a devout attea- 
•tion to the preached Gospel. Several persons, by their 
•dying convictions and anxieties, have excited a deep 
interest m my heart; but since I did not then write a 
description of their last glimmerings, I shall not now 
attempt it. In future^ some of the most interesting 
cased which present themselves shall be recorded ia 
'^the skort> ^d simple airaals of the poor.'' 



14 THREE CASES STATED. 

Previous to this date, I have delivered twenty-three 
discourses in the Almshouse. The poor in this Institu- 
tion throng the places of public worship : and rarely 
have I had the pleasure of witnessing, in any audience, 
more lively gratitude for the glorious Gospel of the grace 
of God. Most assemblies, from the frequency of preach- 
ing, and from the circumstance of their supporting the 
ministry, appear to consider the messages of grace a 
matter of course; and ministers of reconciliation, ser- 
vants sold to discharge a pecuniary debt: but these 
poor people consider every exhibition of divine com- 
passion to be really a gratuitous ofif ring^ on the part of 
God. To them the Gospel is a gift to which they have 
no claim, and for which many of them bless the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In some instances, I am constrained to believe, that 
the ministration of the word has been accompanied by 
a divine and saving influence. Some have been con- 
▼inced of sin ; some aged believers comforted ; and, I 
trust, some converted. At present, I will simply state 
the case of three persons ; and in future, record events 
as they pass, or leave them ifi Ql>9curity until the reve- 
lation of the last day. 

An aged woman was often visited, and mstructed ip 
the things which appertain to a sinner's peace. For 
three or four days, with the intermission of o^ly a few 
moments, besides those of sleiep, she would exclaim, 
**0 Lord Jesus I I am a vik sinner; 1 deserve hell; 
but. Oh I pardon me r pardon all my sins! Lord Jesus, 
I come to thee, I confess to thee, I trust ifi thee:*' and 
ivith these expressions on her lips, she died. 

A young man of about twenty-seven years of age, 
was visited ^i bi^ l^st. sipkues^. When. I approapiied 



tAtN HOPES. 15 

him, he was convulsed with coughing, which was ex- 
cited in part by the smoke of a very offensive pipe, 
which an old man was using in a distant part of the 

room. The sic^ man told me he Hhrnihl soon rei ovef. 
could he be delivered f^om that tormenting smoke. Ids 

lungs, however, were affected by something worse than 
the fumes of tobacco. At my reproof, and request, the 
pipe was abandoned, and all who were in the room drew 
around the sick man^s bed to listen to our discourse. 
For a time, the young mairwat determined that he would 
recover, and flattered himself, as people commonly do, 
i^rhose vitals are withering with the consumption. Fninlr^ 
ly I told him, that I saw the prp«aa« ^^^^^^^^ in ^'^ «y^8. 
'* What do yoa see in my eyes V demanded he, and 
covered them from observation. "They are glossy: but 
whether you live or die, it is desirable that you should 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself to death for the redemption of enemies. He 
died for sinners ; for such sinners as we are ; and with 
a desire that yoa should be saved by him, I come to 
speak of Jesus. But I would not impose my discourse 
upon you.^ He turned his face to me again, but would 
not admit that he might soon die. I attempted to con- 
vince him of siuy and of the righteousness which is in 
Christ. He requested me to pray for him ; and after 
prayer was offered, I had the satisfaction, sweet and 
mournful to the soul, of hearing him, who had sedu- 
lously excluded the thoughts of death and judgment 
from his mind, confess, "Well! I am 2l sinner! O I am 
a sinner V This he repeated three times, with such pe- 
culiarity of emphasis, as to convince all present, that 
the confession had never before escaped from his lips* 

B 2 



IQ AN AGED SINNER IN DISTRESS. 

I saw him no more; for soon after this interview he de- 
parted from the earth. 

The last case which I shall state} is that of an aged 

woman, who for three or four weeks, while attending 
lo uie concerns ot ner own soui, was m wretcneaness^ 

little inferior to that of despair. When she heard the 
word of God, she trembled like a criminal receiving the 
sentence of condemnation. She was an object of pity 
to all who knew her, and could feel sympathy with the 
ipiserable. She was fervently remembered in prayer, 
by those who personally knew the joys of pardoned sin. 
Formerly she had entertained hope of acceptance with 
o,^ , v«t jjjj^ iiad departed from her Comforter, and 
i^ow she was the prey of a guilty conscience. While 
she was in thb situation, I was prevailed upon by some, 
sick persons to preach once more than usual in the 
week. For this third discourse I had selected a subject, 
and was prepared to speak, but did not commit even 
the text to paper. While on my way to the place of 
worship, I reviewed my plan, and thought I retained it 
perfectly. But in the prayer before sermon, the words 
of the apostle, recorded in Romans v. 1. took posses- 
sion of my whole soul. ''Therefore, being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." My former text, and the whole arrangement 
of thought, were gone from me. The attempt to find 
the place, and recall the perfectly familiar subject, was 
vain. This was a sufficient intimation of my duty, and 
by divine assistance, 1 descanted freely on justification 
by faith, and that peace with God, through bur Lord 
Jesns Christ, which results from it. While speaking, I 
did not know that this distressed wopian was present ; 
but when about to leave the room, she arose from her 
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seat behind the door, detained me by holding my coat, 
and then, clasping my hands, wet them with tears. She 
would have spc^en, but seemed unable. "This woman/' 
I said, turning to a judicious friend, who had accom- 
panied me to judge of the expediency of preaching the 
Crospel in this place, "is the person of whose deep conk 
victions of sin I have often told you." " O yes, sir !" 
she exclaimed, with inexpressible emotions, " and I feel 
myself as wicked now, as 1 did then. I'm a poor vile 
sinner; but I think, being justified by faith, 1 begin 
again to have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.'' " Do you perceive," it was asked, *' that God 
can be just in justifying the ungodly, who believe ; and 
is Christ precious to you?' She replied, " I think Christ 
has now got the highest place in my heart, and, O, I 
pray God, he would aye keep him there !" My com- 
panion, as well a» myself, was rendered speechless, by 
the tenderness of her love to Jesus; and^we passed 
away, under the full conviction, if not the exhilarating 
impression f that onto those who believe. He is precious* 



January 5th* 

** This is the desert, this the soHtade; 

** How populous, how vital is (be gravel*' 

Touwa* • 

This afternoon, a dykig man at the Hospital sent s 
request to see me. I went immediately ; but it was too 
kite for a spiritual phyncian to learn any of the peculiar 
symptoms of his'spiritiial malady. With all his exer- 
tions, he could not speak. In such a case, what could 
be done,- but make a general application of the Bdm of 
Ciiieadi I addressed him as a sinner,, in -the last faotir^ 

B a 



18 jPLATTEBY O? DISEASE. 

life, with this instigation to faithfulness ; ** he will lexy 
soon give an account of this interview to Qod/^ H^ 
signified that he wished me to pray. After I had coat- 
plied with his desire, I turned my attention to eight or 
ten miserable companions in sickness, who could not 
probably long snrvive the dei^th of the deps^rting per- 
son. They felt for him, but were almost unconcern^ 
fijir themselves. They calculated upon recovery. How 
lamentably true is that declaration, 

" All men think all men mortal Imt themselves !" 

In half an hour after I left the house, the siok man died ; 
and in the same afternoon^ two other patients followed 
to the state of the dead. 

January 6th. 

*^ How many faU as sudden, moi at safe ; 

*^ As sndden, though for years admonish'd home. 

** Of human ills, the last extreme beware, 

^* Beware, Lorenzo, a slow-sudden death. 

*' How dreadful that d<eUl^CCate surprise 1 

" Be wise to-day; His madness to defer." 

Young. 

In the morniog of tiUs day, the Rev. M.r. A. preach- 
ed for me iiv the Hospital; aad' after ifivine service I 
visited several rooms, where were patients on the bor- 
ders of the grave. In the afternoon. I preached in the 
.^Unshouse. There a wojw^q of joiiddk age lay before 
9ie, whol^ been moral iuideportm^uth it^dnstrious m 
the office qf an upper, sertanjt; but.wlH^ in a decline o£ 
eighteen months, had expended^ on. many physicians, 
all which her lAdustry ha4 f^cumnli^iedft for tile piiobari 

l^.ifA^tA, ^ 4e<irepitHdfi!> Aimk Sm vvoeb .since tJm 
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was bnHigbt into this place, to rest for a short space on 
the arm of puWic charity, aod then sink into the com* 
moD grave. I have been acquaiuted with her ever sinet 
her residence in this Asylum for poverty and wretched* 
naes. Twice I have preached in lier hearing, and often 
prayed with her. At each time she had perfect posses* 
sion of her reasoi^ and appeared to understand my dis* 
coarse. A few days since, after I had prayed with her, 
she uttered a sentence which deserves to be remem* 
bered. 

" I desire to bless and praise my God for all his 
chastisements; and especially, I bless him, painful as 
my sickness is, and mortifying as it was to come to th^ 
poor-house, that he has brought me to thb place, sinc^ 
within these walk, aa within the walls of a prison, I 
have been shut up to the Gospel, and have for the first 
time in my life, heard the good news with joy." Sb<> 
uttered these words with painful respiration^ in a whis* 
per, and was necessitated to make a long pause aftev 
each member of the sentence. ^ It was astoniihing thai 
she could, in ber weak stale, utter so loi^; a seutenco; 
with such accuracy and pith. What could she have 
said, to express move strongly her high estimation ofi 
the Gospel? ''Had I not been sent here, against my. 
will,'' she added, '' I nugbt never have known Jesus 
Christ.'' To-day she was far gone, but still retained V 
ber mental powers. When we sung these words, 

'* I yield my powers to thy eomm^a/^ 
** To thee I ooiiB«orate my dmg^i 
** Pcsrpoi^BA^snii^ from |hy haik|» 
'* Demand perpetual songs of praise :'* 

ilie Med ly iMr Ikaad^ fo heaven, elaspedl tbenr, let ' 
tbtm fiiU en Im bosoin^' and jwocmeAr* After piiliBn- 
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worship was concluded, she was so much revived, as to 
express a wish to see me. I approached her bed. She 
made great exertions to speak, but I could only hear 

her say, " I feel differently at times. I'm 

afraid that I deceive myself.'' This fear, I told her, 
was an evidence that she did not trust in herself. " He 
that trusteth in his own heart is a fool." She was less 
likely to be deluded than self-confident persons. When 
I bade her farewell, she stretched out her hand to me, 
and pressbg mine, said, " pray pray for me." 

January 9th. When I left the trembling believer, on 
the last sabbath, I bade her a final farewell, informing 
lier that I should see her no more until we meet at the 
judgment-seat of Christ. At three o'clock this morning, 
she fell asleep. She had been baptized in her infancy,, 
was a regular attendant on Trinity Church, and lived, 
as the world say, ** a good, moral life." During several 
weeks, ^e appeared to possess *' a broken and cQntrite 
beart." May it not be reasonably supposed that she 
sleeps in Jesus ? Should one soul be saved in the course 
ef a year's service, I shall be compensated, and those 
benevolent persons who contribute to my support wiik 
Aot lose their rewards 



^*^**^*<0* 



January lO^A. 



" See the dim lamp of life just feebly lift 
^' An <agonizin|r beam, at us fo n^ze, 
*' Then sinh a^in, and quiver- into death, 
** The aiost pathetic herald of our own. 



YOUNG^ 



; Afteb preaching this evening to the poor in the 
Atmsfaottse^ 1 went by jreq«est to prav with two females^ 
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wiio have attended ou my mioistry, and are now con- 
fined to their beds. One is an aged widow, who is 
pious, and who, I believe, will recover, to limp along 
through life» on two crutches, to everlasting glory. She 
will recover, to su£^r more pain, and hawk pun* 
cushions to procure some of the conveniences of life, 
which cannot be distributed in public Almshouses. 1 
it b astonishing that the heirs of heaven should be 
found in such circumstances; that the friends of Jesus, 
who are to share the felicity of heaven with him, should 
be made meet for glory, through extreme humiliation ! 

The other person is a younger widow, whose hands 
and feet, haviog been frozen, are aow in the stale of 
progressiye p^tre£*oti<Ml. She sent me a message, ran 
questing me to visit her ; but i| was apparently ia vam» 
Her agony was unutterable. Her eyes weie swoHeo^ 
and horribly wild, as if ready to burst from their sockets.^ 
I asked if I should pray with her, and she shrieked ou^ 
" O ves ! yes ! yes I" but while I spake, her agony and 
groans must have excluded both hearing and reflection* 
Such an hour of human misery as this, I never before 
witnessed. But if such are the torments of this liftv 
what must be the e^^cruciating agonies of the accursed 
in the life everlasting 7 

Friday, January 11 /A. At the moment of my enter-* 
ing the Hospital, this morning, D***n died. Intemp« 
eraiice in drinking was the cause of his premature death. 
About three weeks since he lost bis appetite, and con«> 
tinued to drin^ for several days, until be could retain 
nothing on his stomach. While he was a servant in the 
Institution, the superintendent often warned and entreat* 
ed him. He denied that excess was the cause of his 
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sickness; but when he found that he must die, he 
became greatly alarmed, and confessed the sin of slovr 
and certain suicide. Since his last sickness, I have once 
preached in the ward where he lay, and song the lOTtb 
psalm, third part, of D wight's edition. T\ie second 
verse was a probe which reached to his heart ; but it 
was necessary, 

# 

'* The drunkard feels his vitals waste* 

'* Yet drowns his health to please his taster 

•( )rp|i| oil ||}g active powers are lost, 

'* And fainting life draws near the dust." 

I could not serve the dead, and there^re I directed 
ny attention to the living. Mrs. B. B. desired to* see 
me. She. is a woman of too fair a face and form for any 
QDie to possess in this licentious city, who is not, by a 
refined education, or by the fear of God, guarded against 
temptation. Such has been her conduct, that her hus- 
band has some time since refused to protect her. When 
I approached the unhappy woman, she began to weep 
aloud, and appeared to see in me the messenger of death, 
instead of a minister of peace. She has probably seen 
the ministers of Jesus at the bed of death, and in few 
other places. '' O sir, it is too late for me now ] I have 
rejected religion, and it's too late now !*' Such were her 
exclamations. They induced me to state the character 
and faith of Mary Magdalen, and the penitent thief., 
*' The hour of sickness is indeed a miserable time to 
transact the business of eternity ; but while life reiuaius, 
it is never too late to consider, believe, repent, and 
escape to the Ark of a sinner's safety." She promised 
to pray. Should she realij/ pray for mercy, she will be 
saved. 
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The AiylMm fi»r maniacs, io this city, is an appendage 
to the New-York Hospital. Both Institutions are under 
Ihe same hon^Hirabie Governors, and the same Superin- 
tendent Consider them both as one establishment, and 
one more benevolent, or better regulated, for the relief 
of the sick and iusane, cannot be found in America* 
7'he Asylum vras opened for the reception of patients 
on July 15th, 1808. Yesterday it became the asy- 
lum of Mbs L****^, vrho may never leave it, until she 
takes her silent departure to the grave. The circum- 
stances which produced her insanity are uiteresting. 
She was born in Englaud, aud last week arrived in 
?Jew-York. Her mother, with four children, of whom 
this young lady, of about eighteen years of age, is the 
4^1dest, came to this country in pursuit of her husband. 
On the passage, Miss L^*** was much reduced by the 
sickness incident to a long voyage. In addition to tbis» 
there were in the ship's company two Comedians, who 
played a very censurable fiirce; which may terminate 
more tragically than they would wish. What were their 
motives 1 know not; but the part they acted shall be 
recorded to their infismy. Shortly belore their arrival 
in this country, these *' teachers of morality'' by mim- 
icry, ornamented themselves with the glory of their art» 
masks and touchwood ; and with the (iisp:uise, or in the 
real character of villains, entered the female apartment 
in the darkness of midnight. Miss L***** was aroused 
from her feverish slumbers, aud frightened into par- 
oxysms, of frequent return, and long continuance. She 
bad not recovered from these fits, when she landed in 
America. Then they, who sought a husband and a 
father, had to learn, that a few days since he embarked 
/or England. S^ch was the anxiety of the eldest 
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daagbter, for herself, for her mother, and her sisters, 
that while the mother was gone to the theatre wiHi the 
- newly imported actors, and- the daughter was left in ti 
'atraoge land, her fits retomed, and a delirium superteii- 
ed* She is now so frantic, as to-be confined to the 
•maniac's chair. Consolation cannot be ofiered ; but 
<the hearts that feel can pray that the God of mercy 
-would pity the lost female maniac* 

As for these actors, it is their trade to beguile the 
'people of their senses, or frighten them to madness. I 
•would ask the wise, if these mischievous lunatics ought 
'to go at large 1 Could one of these comedians take Miss 
L****'s place, and deliver her from the strait waistcoat, 
h would be a mild retribution. In the Asylum are 
•■Mtty persons not more insane than those who, during 
the present season, support a drunken buffoon, to the 

tune of FOURTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS PER 

ANNUM. Any sober countryman will pronounce this 
as incredible, as that a Frenchman in yonder walls 
should believe every dirty scroll of paper which he finds, 
either a bank-note, or obligation in his favour. Both 
cases of delirium, however, actually exist. 

The afternoon of this day I devoted, in part, to the 

•Instruction of two persons in Bridewell, who are under 

'sentence of death, for the crime of murder. One is a 
German, of seventy-seven years, and the other a man of 
colour. The first had his Testament in his hands, ap- 

-peared very devout, and while. 1 prayed, wrung his 
hands, smote them together, and gave, repeatedly the 
loud Amen; but denied the crime of which he stood 
legally convicted. The man of colour was very ig- 
norant, and a short time since did not know, that the 

Tather, Son^ and Holy Spirit, are one God. He Mt 



f 
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pensive on the floor, with his back against the wall, and 
his feefcchakied^ directly opposite to bis companioo. 
He coafesaed that he was worthy of death, because he 
did stab a man, while he did not positively design to kill 
him. In this respect he acted as those do, who re- 
ject offered mercy, continue in sin, abuse the day of 
grace, and rivet their chains by unbehef, . while they do 
not pRositively design to murder their own souls. They 
destroy themsehres, because they are willing to continue 
impenitent and risk the consequences. The bkck man* 
however, appears much, more like a penitent, than his 
wretched feUow-prisoner. Would to God that all sin* 
ners could believe that they are really condemned 
already! Did they know this, they would know also, 
that their future salvation depends upon the acceptance 
of pardon through the blood of Jesus Christ. Impen- 
itent sinners are not only under condemnation, but ira-i 
prisoned, or shut up to the necessity of being delivered 
by ON& mighty to save. They are 8hut up to the hope 
of the Gospel^ and. excluded from every ether hope. 



January 13^A. 

** Want, and incurable disease, (fell pair,) 
'^ On hopeless mnUitades remorseless seize 
'* At once ; and make a refuge of the grave. 
** How groaning hospitals eject their dead ! 
" What numbers groan for sad admission there ! 
*< What numbers, once in fortune's lap high-fed, 
«« Solicit the cold hand of charity I" 

YouK"o. 

About one hundred persons wete present while \ 
preached in the Hospital this morning, and the door of 
iht waid oj^posite to that in which I stood, was open^- 
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SO that about fifteen wretched females could hear> who 
urere on beds of disease, planted with thorns. After 
•enrice, one of them requested me to call and pray with 
her, which gave me the opportunity of addressing many 
ef this almost hopeless class of human beings* Hie 
woman who was the principal object of my visit» is the 
ckscendant of. a respectable family, but has for many 
years been discarded by all her relatives. After a life 
of dissipation, she is about to close, her. mortal career in 
Ae common sewer of the vilest. Verily, verily*, *' the 
way of transgressors is hard.'' While speaking the 
words of life, I stood beside the miserable B. B. who 
teemed eagerly gasping after that truth which is life 
from the dead. Many other patients were unusually 
attentive; and when I passed ieam ward to ward, I 
Ibund many reading the Holy Scriptures* This is a 
ibvourable omen* 

. In the afternoon I preached in the ward of bland per- 
sons in. the Almshouse. About .thirty perscnia who are 
t»ere£it of sight attend oa my.ministry.. Among them is 
a person called Blind George, who regularly officiates 
as my clerk. He has never had vision smce he had the 
small pox, and then he waa only. a few years of age. 
He has lived |ibout thirty years ; has a retentive memory, 
and a very fine voice for church music. What he hears 
sung, he can sing again ^ and what he hearse read, he 
trill very soon repeat. Commonly I pronounce two lines 
of a hymn, but sometimes three, and even foui; and he 
will sing theiii with little mistake. From some pious 
Methodists, who have occasionally frequented this In- 
stitution, when neglectod by. fiU others, be has learned 
many sacred songs. He is. remarkable for adapting bia 
notes tQ the words. Never does he seta plaintive^ senti? 
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ment to a sprightly air ; and never, as do many of hit 
brother choiristers, does he name the tune " Mortality^ 
for a Yong of exultation in redeeming grace. It is, 
iodeedy a matter of gratitude, that the blind can be, 
directed in their solemn sougs by such a leader ; and 
many are the hours which could not be employed in 
s^t, that are now devoted to the sounds of celestial 
praise. 

Since I was at the Almshouse last, two persons have 
resigned their spirits to God the Judge. 



January 14f/L 

Eaklt this noroing, the woman of ill fame who 
yesterday reqimted aie to pray with her, resigned her 
mortal life. Sfae was rational to the last moment, and 
<4beii said, iftor i left her, that Ae knew she was an ex. 
oeedingty vile sinner, but coukl not help entertaining 
soMK feeble hope that God would pardon her sins 
through Jesus Christ. Her present state is known to 
God alone; but possibly she may have entered the 
kiBgdom <tf heaven, while such as trust in themselves 
that they are righteous, shall be forever excluded. At 
tbe same time, it is lam^itable, that in the same room 
where she died, are many sinners of the same class» 
teasible only of their bodily agonies, without the fear of 
God ; without hope in his mercy. One of them, how- 
ever, whose sufferiDgs are very acute, acknowledges, 

" His strokes are fewer than Aer crimes, 
«* Aind lighter than her guilt.*' 

C2 



M THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS SINNER. 



Janunry 14/A. 

A member of the *• society for the relief of poor 
widows with small children," Mrs. L — — C — — , took 
me this morning to visit a sick person, supported by this 
benevolent Institution. It is a pleasure to the good, to 
know that the ladies wjio have espoused the cause of the 
widow and fatherless babes, regard with tenderness the 
spiritual, as well as the temporal situation of their re- 
spective charges. 

This poor widow is not past tlie age of thirty-lSve 
years ; but she is trembling on the verge of the grave. 
She said to me, *' not long since, I' had a very pretty 
visit from the Rev. Mr. — — , who told' me he would 
Administer the sacrament to me at any time I should de- 
aSre." This prepared the way to ascertain the reason of 
the hope which she indulged. She did not fear hell, she 
said, because there was no such place- as hell ; but she 
believed that all would in future have some punishment* 
and some reward, according to their deserts. She added, 
that she had always done as well as she could, and was 
therefore persuaded that God would not punish her 
Ibuch. 

' Such was the faith of a woman, who was invited 
to celebrate the offering of the great Sacrifice for 
bVr sins! Had she knowledge to discern tlie Lord's 

body? 
While I was with her, I spent my time in attempting 

to convince her, that if God should puhiSli any person 
according to his deserts, he would be completely miser< 
able ; that one sin not pardoned, would entail the curse 
of the law upon all succeeding ages ; that all the impen- 
itent and unbelieving shall be turned into hell; that she 
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had net done as well as she could, in the sense in which 
she pretended that sh« bad ; ^t as a sinner she had 
done na good ; that she was likely soon to die, (which 
she almost resented I) and that she must be everlastingly 
miserable, if God did not impute the perfect righteous* 
uess of Christ to her, through fiuth in his name. These 
were hard doctrines, but if they are not blessed of God 
to her spiritual life, she must remain proud of her owa 
performances, dead in trespasses and sins. The doc* 
trine of a sinner's being declared legally just, while in 
himself unjust, and accepted as pure on account of 
the obedience and sufferings of Christ, while in himself 
impure, was a new doctrine to her, which she has yet 
to learn. Her attention was so far gained to these sub* 
jects, that she earnestly entreated me to call again. 

This morning I have also prayed with Mrs. B. B. hi 
the Hospital. She declines in body; but from fear, or 
some other principle, she spends the greater part of her 
days and nights in ^acukitory prayer. The unfortunate 
Miss L**** is thought to be better; and some pros- 
pect remains of her being restored to reason. Still I 
saj, the comedians played a tragical farce. 

In the evening, a room in the Almshouse was again 
nj church* All were attentive. Many on each side of 
me were on beds of sickness, and several were near the 
close of life. Who would not have been affected at 
^ttch a sight 1 Many have frequented this place of suf- 
feriag with me, and have been so much overcome by 
their emotions, as to be unable to speak. Once I could 
weep; but of late I have been so conversant with dis- 
ease and death, that my feelings are somewhat blunted. 
Instead of obtaining relief by the free perspiration of 
grief, my heart swells and burns with an oinremitting 

C 3 
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fever. After public worship was concluded, a warm 
debate arose about the nomination of the ward where I 
should next preach. Seven or eight aged women were 
entreating for their turn next, and naming the number 
of their sick for arguments. In most of the rooms are 
several who cannot move; and from these I receive 
messages, entreaties, and gentle remonstrances. What 
can I do but serve them all in rotation? ^When I was 
leaving the room, many poor creatures half raised them- 
selves from bed, to make their obeisance to a fellow 
worm, and express their fears, that since so many beset 
'me, they should not soon obtain another sermon. " Be 
jpatient, be patient," was the reply; but it really re- 
quires great patience in sickness, to be destitute of the 
consolation of a preached Gospel. Many supplicate 
tile divine blessing on me, in such a manner as fully to 
induce the belief, that they love the messenger for the 
sake of the message. 

It did indeed move my soul, in descending from the 
fourth floor of the house, to see my blind hearers feel- 
ing their way down the stairs. One of them, a girl oi 
seventeen, born blind, was pressed away from the balus- 
trade by the crowd, and was necessitated to move her 
hand around the wall of the whole entry, to gam the 
next descent. Some of the blind had palsied, halting 
leaders, and some without any guide but a staff, passed 
down one wing of the building, over the yard, and up 
into the western apartments. Could any one expect 
these blind persons to find their way to the churches in 
the city ? Or must they perish for want of spiritual 
vision? God forbid. 
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January 10/A. 

*' The pitying robber, conscious that, punned, 

*' He had no time to waste, yet stood and viewed; 

*' To the next cot the trembling infant l>ore, 

** And gave a part of what he stole before; 

" Nor known to him the wretches were, nor dear; 

*' He felt as man, and dropped a homan (ear." 

Langhorftb. 

The distinction frequently made between the power 
of st/mpathy and the conviction of duty, is important. 
Even the voluptuary will weep in tlie theatre, when a 
lovely person is represented to be ruined by the seduc- 
tions of taste, .the blandishments of a fascinating youths 
and the promises of an ardent, but faithless lover. Re- 
present misery to the man who makes gold his idol, and 
you may not unfrequentiy excite a violent commotion 
in his soul, between the passions of avarice and sympa- 
thy. These same men, however, will produce and con- 
tinue the misery, at the representation of which they 
felt commiseration for the unhappy. 
'■ The man of feeling, without religion, when the ether 
of his imagination pours liquid fire through bis veins, 
rushes on, heedless of consequences ; and shame, po- 
verty, disease, and even hell, are phantoms to him. He 
is an unrestrained libertine. But when the flames have 
consumed their present store of combustibles, he feeb 
again like something human. When cool, approach him 
-with a tale of woe, and he is mild in tone, and tender 
in his actions. He gives with liberality : but such feel- 
ing as the wounded animal excites in a brute companion, 
is the sole excitement to his charity. Benevolence which 
'becomes a rational being,. and which God : will approve, 
if a-consist^ty habitual regard for the wet&ieof oUKit^ 
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wbich is manifested by corresponding actions. iS^m- 
pathy is natural and amiable ; but benevolence^ mhen 
exercised by a fellen man, is supernatural and holy. 
Would to God that the two were united in every human 
heart ! Possibly both have been exercised in the relief 
of a certain poor widow, whose husband, a carman, 
died about a year since ; leaving her, after she ^lad de- 
frayed the expenses of his sickness and burial, nothing 
fi>r her support, but ten children. Four of these ure 
aMe to provide for themselves, and one or two can give 
tome assistance to the mother, by tending the four 
youttger children, while the mother washes or sews for 
the necessaries of ]kft. For eight mouths I have known 
tUs wodmh and her family. She is a professor of re* 
Ugion; and more, she is pious. Her children are neat 
RBd indttstrious. For a single room she pays twenty- 
five di^lars, yearly rent ; and earns a part of this by 
jewing nankeen pantaloons cuid common shirts, for the 
^htk of u doUarfor each garment. This I find to be 
tiie common price of job-work ; so that tlie poor widows 
«4ie will support themselves, must be content with one 
MtiHing, while the purchasers pay many shillings for 
the same work. All who sell ought to have lawful gain, 
Imt the poor, who perform the work, ought to receive 
«t least half of that sum which is charged for makiug 
J|^rel. Some of the children attend that benevokat 
btttitution, *' The New-York Free School,'' and if the 
Ijord shall spare them, I doubt not will make useful 
iMchamics. When thb widow was in her most destitute 
MMMlitioii, before she could gather something to begin the 
world anew, with her fatherless children, a young man 
.ef generous, native feelings, who never saw.her, sent 
^ doHaiB Inr hcff idiflf • TUsfiUDeaiaaofteiidenieu, 
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however, gave that for which he was indebted, and 
soon after defrauded many of his friends. Alas ! alas ! 
why had not this youth benevolence, as well as sympa^ 
thy? Another young man, who is poor indeed, hut 
M^hom providence has hitherto protected, has more than 
once divided with the family, when .almost destitute of 
wood and bread, his last dollar. The pride of doing 
good, or sympathy, or something else, may have actuated 
him. God searches his heart ! 

To give to the street beggars of this city, is not wtU 
directed charity. Those persons who have large &uui- 
Jies^ who make great exertions to live out of the Alms*. 
bouse, when they are almost driven into it by wan^ 
are the proper objects for pecuniary assistance. 

The wind blew the piercing cold from the north ; 
but the southern sun illuminated the abode of the wi- 
dow. The children had recovered their ruddy coun- 
tenances, and were seated round a frugal fire. They 
had a little wood still remaining, and a loaf of bread, 
in reserve. The widow was restored to wonted strength, 
from the debility induced by long waterings with mi-s 
sery ; and contentment was in her countenance. Thtf 
sight gave new vigour to a heart which had been de*, 
pressed with the remembrance of wretchedness which. 
it could not dispel. It encouraged me to take a mis- 
sionary tour through some of the wards in the Alms^ 
house. 

. ,Here I saw one of my aged friends, to whom might 
be applied Milton's description of honourable old age. . 

*' So may^st thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 

• ■ 

" Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease * 

* *' Gathered, not harshly pluck'd, for i>eath instate. 
' «' Tkit U old ag9^i bnt tbesL ^nwpmtpM^^ j t , 



•4 HONOSABLB A6£. 

(( Tby youtii, thy strength, thy beauty, which will change 

" To withered, weak, aod grey ; thy senses then 

'* Obtuse, all sense of pleasure must forego, 

'* To what thou hast: and for the air of youth, 

'* Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 

*' A melancholy damp of cold and dry, 

*' To weigh thy spirits down." 

At my request, she repeated thirty or forty stanzas of 
difierent hymns, which she learned in childhood and 
youth. Some of these hymns have heen remembered 
1^ her for a t^ntury. "She was bom in Berwick upon 
the Tweedy Uved 3ome time in London, was a hearer 
of Mr. WhitefieW there, and came to this <jity long, 
she does not remember how long, before the ^reVola- 
tionary war. Her maiden name was Christiana Rit- 
Aie, but she is now tha widow Webb, having had only 
ime hnsband in a Hfo of one hundred and three years. 
Being disposed to converse familiarly with all, to gain 
their confidence, I one day said, as any man might 
ttjpeak to an aged friend, in health, ** But why did you 
adt manfy a second time?' She answered, with a smile, 
that she was old when her husband died ; that they 
Itad always lived in peace ; and that she was "afraid to 
tky another, lest he should not be so good." There is 
not a more cheerful person of my acquaintance, in the 
Hiorid. It is good to see such an aged saint, and hear 
ller bless Qod for the goodness of a century. The 
hymns and scenes of her childhood are fresh in her 
memory; but most intermediate things, saving the 
general remembrance of God's love, have vanished from 
her mind. To the remark, ** You appear still to love 
God,'' she replied, "Aye! whom have I to love better 
than him 1 I would not foe without his love, and love 
to himi for' a tbimsaad woildf !*' She delights in reli- 
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gious cooveisalion, and public worshijx When b^r 
nurse told her that I was to preach in her room to* 
morrow, she said, "Well, I am very glad. Sir; and 
may God give you instruction, that jou may instruct 
us.' 

To-day the German convict seemed more tender and 
sensible of his situation than when I saw him last ; but 
still insisted upon bis innocence in relation to the mur« 
der. The other convict was also deeply affected at the 
exhibition of a merciful Saviour; but when men expect 
death in less tlian a week, and their sins arise in horri« 
bic array against them, it is difficult to distinguish ^/tal 
fear from the ilavUk dread of God. The one is a saving 
grace of the Holy Spirit; and the other, an actual in- 
fliction of a part of the wrath and curse of God due to 
sin. Terrors of a, guilty conscieuce are inflicted penal- 
ties of a violated law. If, then, the penalties of the law 
are partly inflicted here, who dares to say, " there is'iio 
helir 



January 20th* 

The room in ;^ch I preached in the Hospital thisi- 
morning, was very full, and all were attentive. By.thfl^ 
assistance of a few young friends, I was enabled to pre*, 
sent the patients with some Hymn Books, to be detained^ 
in the Institution, which were received and used withi 
great pleasuce. It was a matter of regret, tliat I could, 
i|ot present more of the excellent " Hartford Collecn 
tion.'' 

Between the hoiirs of 11 and 13 o'clock, my time was 
devoted to the men who are to be executed. At thei|i 
upft^ i^u^ ptpy^ was addressed; ta the thi»na oC 
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grace. The German shifted his chains so as to arise 
on his knees ; and the pan of colour bowed his bead 
in awful depression. Both of them appeared to fed 
that their last sabbath had dawned on them, and ex- 
pressed a desire to remember past privileges, and im- 
prove the present moment, by singing the praises of 
God. Several persons were in company with me, and 
the prbonersy as well as they could, united with us in 
singing: 

^' Come, humble sinner, in whose breast, 

'* A thousand thoughts revolve ; 
'' Come, with your guilt and fear opprest, 

*^ And make this last resolve: 

'' I'll go to Jesus, though my rin 

*' Hath like a mountain rose ; 
'^ I know his courts, I'll enter in, 

" Whatever may oppose." 

During public worship in the Almshouse this- after- 
noon, the woman of 103 years sat before me, and said 
she could perfectly understand me. I read a hymn to 
which she had been accustomed in youth, and which I 
knew she could repeat. It gave her so much pleasure, 
that she involuntarily lifted ap her hands, and said in 
the hearing of all, " O thaf s a fine hymn !'* But how 
different are the dispensations of providence ! Catha-* 
fine Welsh, a woman* of 96 years, sat beside me also, 
but has become so much of a child as to understan.d* 
nothing. Indeed, she differs from an infant only in her 
form, and the love of taking snuff. This habit has 
survived the exercise of all her mental Acuities. 

George, my blind clerk, was delighted with tiie pre- 
sent of a Hymn Book. ''Of what use^*^ a stranger' 
might bA, V will it be to htmr While be owns it, he 
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WiU'hare Ihe satwfiietion which all desire, of calling 
scMietfanig iiis property. Besides, he can now persuade 
others to anrase tome of his solitary hours, by reading 
to him ; who, were they in possession, would read only 
to themselves* Two books were presented for the use 
of two other rooms ; and strong solicitations came thick 
upon me for the other wards. I have not the power to 
gratify them ; b«it must resort to those who have, at 
least, a little silver and gold. It is more painful t6 
ask, than to bestow, I have found by experience ; and 
witness, angels, if ever I beg a cent in any other name 
than that of the Lord Jesus Christ. Had he not been 
poor, one might be ashamed of poverty ; hot for him a 
Christian con beg, without deeming it a degradation. 

When leaving the room, I said to Mary L* * * *, a 
bliud woman, *' Well, Mary, I hope it was some conso- 
lation for you to hear ; for faith cometh hy hearing.^ 
She replied in an instant, ** It is better to kelieve thatt 
to 8ee ; but I hope to see in the next world ; and among 
others, since I have been comforted by your words, I 
greatly desire to see the preacher thereJ* Verily, it 
was the divine design that the Gospel should be 
preached to the poor, that tlieir profiting might appear 
to all, iot the manifestation of his benevolence. 

In addition to the other employments of this day, I 
have enjoyed the communion of saints, and inflicted 
pain on my own mind, by ohastising an infidel. His 
infidelity is to be hated ; but it is painful to wound the 
personal feelings of any being. 

The communion was doubly dear, from the circuroo 
stance that Christians of different sections of the Pres- 
byterian Church, who never united before in the 
breakiog <^ bread, were seated at the same table, to 

D 
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commemorate the death of their common Saviour. Thejr 
have happily discovered, that brethren who love the 
same Lord, agree in the same faith, serve the same 
master, and love one another, may testify to the worlds 
that they commune with one another, in defiance of the 
warfare waged by names. 

The church in Cedar-street, and the third Associate 
Reformed church, with many individusds of other sec- 
tions of the Christian community, deserve the thanks 
of the whole church, for the discovery, that the word 
Scotch is not the test of religious fellowship > and that 
the members of the. same mystical body^ who are bom 
of the Spirit, may descend, according to the flesh, from 
Highland, Lowland, English, Irish, Dutch, French^ 
German, or American ancestry. Long live thb friend- 
ly intercourse between children of the same family and 
the same faith! Multitudes may enter heaven with 
whom the churches ought not to commune, lest they 
should encourage tlie errors of. the saints; but vdiere 
the same Gospel is supported, there should be visible 
union and co-operation^ When any religious society 
advocates another Gospel, (^ which is not another,*' for 
there is no Gospel besides one) God save the members 
of that church ; but confound their false doctrines, so 
that the whole fraternity of heretics may find as many 
difficulties to impede the erection of their system, as 
obstructed the building of its prototype. Babel. 

The infidel, whom I attacked in the evening, de- 
served severe rebuke. His late conduct was the proper 
subject for the lash of scorpions. Not long since he 
had the courage to attack the Christian faith of a very 
amiable lady, and ridiculed her Hope^ because, for- 
sooth, he had been a traveller^ had visited Judea, and 
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was qualified to attest that the history of Jesus Christ ii 
a fiction. It was known to the writer, tliat this boaster 
had been retailing that knowledge which b contamed in 
the Primer of infidelity, " The Age of Reason ;" and if 
it is honourable for a Deist to comnienee hostilities, it 
is not dishonourable for a Christian, when opportunity 
permits, to cut and thrust with the sword of the Spirit* 

** Are there, (stiU more amazing !) who resist 
** The rising thought ? who smother, In its birth, 
*' The gloriooi tmth ? who struggle to be bmtes ? 
* *' Who through this bosom-harrier hunt their way, 
** And, with reverst ambition, strive to sink ? 
** Who labour downwards through the opposing powers 
*^ Of instinct, reason, and the world against them, 
** To dismal hopes, and shelter in the shock 
H Of endless night." 

Samson Occum, the Indian preacher, after a long 
contest with an Universalbt, terminated the controversy; 
by saying, "Well, wdl, remember, if you arc correct^ 
I am safe : if you are not correct, I am safe : I have 
two strings to my bow ; you have but one/' This was 
rdated and appBed to the argumentation between the 
IViends and the enemies of divine revelation. " He is a 
IHend,"* said f, " neither to himself, nor to others, who 
would deprive any Christian of support under afBic« 
tions, and consolation in death, by shaking his fklth in 
the system of Christianity. The religion of Jesus can 
injure no one; and were it a delusion, I would gladly 
cherish it in preference to despair: I would support it, 
merely for the advantages it affords in the hour of dis- 
solution, until a better source of consolation should be 
substituted in its place/' My friend, the amiable lady, 
ft^lated the anecdote of Hume's mother, who desired her 
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90Q to restore to her, on the bed of sickness^ the con- 
solations of which he had deprived her, by making her 
a sceptic. After this severe, but gentle reproof was 
given, our conversation was terminated. This bold and 
ferocious fellow, who could worry a lamb, would not 
even defend himself against an equal. He heard the 
whole, discovered considerable agitation, attempted to 
divert the course of conversation, but opened not his 
mouth in favour of his own opinions. Impudence and 
cowardice often co-exist in the saoie breast. 

Of the truth of this remark, I have additional evi- 
dence. Not long since, I called on a friend, who, from 
great urbanity, and regard to the acquaintances of his 
childhood, ei^tertained two persons at his table who 
were avowed Deists. They had been educated in reli- 

Slous families; had removed to one of the Southern 
tates, and were now men of consequence, because they 
possessed five or six hundred slaves. Their dignity if 
commensurate with their plantations, and their honours 
have been multiplied at the birth of every negro or 
mulatto child. Since they left ** the land of steady ha- 
bits,'' the sabbath has been the day of their amuse* 
ments; and deeds, at which they shuddered in youth, , 
have become familiar by practice. To quiet their con* 
sciences, they have concluded, very philosophically, to 
believe . nothing. Of course, no truth which they be* 
lieve can condemn their unhallowed indulgences. 

When 1 entered the room, the gentlemen were near 
the end of the dessert. It was the time for every man 
to expose his whole heart. After denying the divine 
institution of the sabbath, and the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, one of these mighty men of the plantatioii 
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tamed to me« and said, ''Christianity has made moi^ 
damned rascals than all other religions under heaven/ 
With indignation, I arose to leave the room, and saic^ 
''It is false! it is Mse, hir!" He arose too, in terrible 
^nrrathy exclaiming, "I demand explanation. Sir, or sa- 
tis&ction ! We do not suffer such language in the couOi^ 
try where I live. ' 

''An explanation I am ready to give. What yoa 
liave said is utterly ialse; is a hase aspersion on Christi- 
anity." 

Upon this, he svrore, with the oath of a bully, that 
I was a fellow of low breeding. " You must be," I re- 
joined, seating myself with a smile of contempt for his 
^baseness, 'Va gentleman of refined education and man- 
ners, to tell your host, who is a ruler in the church, 
and his two friends, who are ministers of the Qos*> 
pel, that the system which they espouse, and on which 
they build their hope of everlasting life, is a system of 
knavery which makes men rascals." The Rev. Mr. 

H , who had remained silent, upon this disclosure 

look bis departure ; but having entered the lists, I felt 
constrained to add, " I shall affirm that your assertion 
is false, until you shew some doctrine, precept, or pro- 
mise of the Gospel, which countenances deception and 
licentiousness." 

In this critical juncture, a» became the wight, he 
gave me to understand, that in spite of a black coat, I 
must meet him ; and his brother infidel volunteered his 
services as an liononrable friend,-— 1 suppose, to carry 
the powder-horn and bullet-bag. My friend, tlie Elder, 
was unfortunately so deaf, that he did not distinctly 
jinderstand the conversation; and of course, the Rev. 
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#f r. H— -«* bdng Vibsetit, no one offered fais ntkvkses «l 
iny anaour-bearer in the dreadful conflict. My answer 
was: 

** I am ready to meet' yoe. Sir, and shall meet you 
i(f§w, with no other. \reap6As l^ii those of truth and 
^ionsei^ce. I did not say that you was a Har, but Aftt 
your assertion was false. Every He is Vifahekioifd, brit 
fttkry faUehood i^ l<^OT a He. VJh^ii is not trile is false, 
and an dntrtfth may be spokeji from ignorance or 'pre- 
judice, as well as a disposition to deceive. I have Nof 
laid that you spoke cobfrai^ to your belief; for f know 
not your thoughts ; but you hetve uttered what is no* 
truer for Christianity has lio tendency to make bad 
nen.'^ 

After I met the man in this manner, he ia^ed my 
fmrdon; said he did notliflow we were clergymen, and 
excused his conduct by |)4eadii}g 'the violetide of his 
liative passions. Finally he made his retreat by alleg- 
ing, that he intended to say, ** More deceivers have us- 
aumed Christianity for a cloak, than any other religion." 
—To this I consented, and to this only, " Tliat many 
Irascals pretend to be Christians, who were rascals be- 
fore, created by infidelity, and are not improved by the 
religion of Jesus, because tlrcy have not felt it." When 
departing from the room, he offered me his hand, and I 
left him, with the expref^ion of my desire that he might 
fcel the influences of Christianity, and experience its 
blessings. - 

The remark which *1 made in my own mind, after 
leating the company, I would propose as a moral to 
my kindred according to the flesh. 

When a young man discards the pious customs of 
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THftKE IS a woman of colonr, now in Ihe Hospital, 
who has been dreadfully mangled by ber husband. He 
had often been deranged in mind, by the stimuladt 
fffect of ardent npfrib; and on the night of her suflTer- 
ings, said Jesns commanded him to sacrifice her. He 
^tabbed her in several places in the head, and cut her 
hands, which made rebistance, until the blade of the 
knife was broken in the bloody conflict Her throat 
was also gashed in several places ; but in all this strug- 
gle ' for life, she did ndt cry so loud as to alarm the 
£tmily, which slept directly over head. Groans were 
heard, indeed, in the inoming, and the neighbours 
coming in, £ound the poor creature with her hands oa 
the wounds, and the floor wet with blood. Her reason 
for not making more complaint i^as, a conviction that 
her husband knew not what he did ; and the fear that 
he would be executed, w^ule an impenitent sinner. She 
now discovers great concern for the soul 6f her hus- 
band ; and while she knows that the physicians despair 
of her life, is ainxious that prayer should be ojQfered for 
his pardon, rather than for her own recovery. She has 
but little knowledge; she suffers extreinely, and yet her 
confidence in the wisdom of God might well be the ob- 
ject of imitation; and her peace, the desire of the learn- 
ed and affluent. 

With the crijninals I found many persons, who ap- 
pear to have more disposition than dhiliiy to teach; 
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.for many good men are pocurly qualified to insthict 
.the ignorant. With one consent^ exertion was made by 
these persons to prevent the poor convicts from doubt- 
ing of their good estate. They really appeared to think, 
that to die in the persuasion of acceptance, from what- 
ever source that persuasion was derived, was actually to 
die in safety, to sleep in Jesus. Without any direct at- 
tack upon those who claimed the honour of having con- 
Terted Johnson and Sinclair, it was my endeavour se- 
riously aqd rationally to convince them, from the word 
of God, of their own 8in, of the righteousness which 
is in Christ Jesus, and of the judgement which is to 
come, that by a divine blessing they might possess coo- 
trite hearts. 

Besides the word of exhortation in the Almshouse 
this morning, it was an unfeigned pleasure to give severa} 
more hymn-books fpr the use pf the destitute wards. 

January ^hth* 
THE EXECUTION. 

*^ So bad a death argues a monstrous life. 

'* Forbear to judge, for we are sinners all. 

'* Close up bis eyes, and draw the curtains round, 

*' And let us all \» meditation, '* 

Shakespeare. 

The cell of the mnrderers was this morning opened 
at an early hour for all ministers of the Gospel, who 
pleased, to enter and give instructioB* To gratify a 
9irish|-::wbicb the criminals had previously CT^pressed, I 
irkited them, among many teachers of different denor 
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ttikiatioDS; Two German ministers devoted themselves 
to their unhappy couoti^mao, viho confessed^ peifaaps^ 
all his jsinsy but that for which he was to be executed 2 
and with many tears followed them in their forms of 
p^yer. Several persons who had, I would hope, pious 
intentions, assured Johnson that he was converted, that 
all his sins were unquestionably pardoned, add that 
now he had nothing to do but sing hymns of assurance 
and triumph. He was exhorted again and again to saj 
that he was confident, and that he had ne /ear of deatJu 
To this poor prisoner of hope, were devoted all mj 
attentions, because he couhded in me, solicited my last 
advice ; and because I thought it more important that 
he should be prepared for death, than that he should 
think or say, " I have already attained/' 

While his friends were insisting upon the song of 
Hallelujah, he frequently turned to me, and asked* 
*' How shall I pray ] Wh^t shall be my last prayer V 
Having explained the nature of sin, and of Christ's 
satisfaction for transgresiioi^ the hope was expressed 
that he would die ^ith tht 'pr»yer i>f tke publieaki ih his 
heart. When the singing men gave a short intermissioli* 
I proposed the 51st Psalxn : 



** Shew pity, Lord, O Lord, fbrgive, 
" Let a repenting rebel live;** 



and the words seemed perfectly c^nisoiiant to his . feel- 
ings. . A dying penitent will always prefer confession 
and petition, to contident declarations of his own sin- 
cerity. 

At the appcMnted hour, spectators withdrew from th^ 
cell ; the chains were taken off; the prisoners were 
arrayed in white garments and caps^ trimmed with 
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Hack; had their arms pinioned, and received the fktal 
rope about their necks. The father and friends of John^ 
ion then approaclied him, and gave the kst embrace. 
The family of the keeper also approached, with mnch 
teiiderness, and bade them farewell. When the pri- 
soners had descended to the yard, I designed to have 
left Johiison among his friends, who were particularly 
desirous of walking with him, 'while the German bre- 
thren led Sinclair; but when the cart which contained 
the scaffold and the coffins appeared, the black man 
turned and inquired for me with anxiety. His intreaty 
that I would not leave him, induced me to see the con- 
(lummation of this dreadful scene. On the way to the 
gallows, he took my left arm, and the right arm of one 
of his coloured brethren. Behind us were many, who 
iacestoiitly sung as we marched, with military escort, but 
lie seemed to regard songs as now inappropriate to his 
circumstances. > Again and again he entreated me to 
teach him how to pray; and when I dictated suitable 
expressions, he would repeat them with great fervor. 
He had no heart for fiiqy thing but the revelation of 
the grace of (our Lord Jesus, and the pe^tion, '^ God 
be merciful to me, a sinner," This he repeated at 
almost every step. Under the gallows, he was un- 
willing that I 'should leave him; and when he was 
ascending to be made fast, he said to me, " What shall 
i say? O tell me my l^t prayer again T Again I 
said, " God be merciful to m^, a sinner." When every 
.thing was ready, each of the criminals prayed in his 
own vernacular tongue. The German protested his 
innocence to the last. Johnson confessed ; and shaking 
liands, while they looked up to heaven, they rectproi> 
i;ally greeted each other, saying, ** Qod bli^s you; fare^ 
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>Bf elL'^ In an instant after this, Johnson perceiving the 
cartman about to drive, exckumed, " Stop ! stop ! one 
minute longer; let me pray one breath more; God be 
merciful to me, a sinner I" when they were suspended 
jtogether, and together were ushered into the presence 
of Jehovah. When Johnson uttered his last cry, al- 
most every hearer involuntarily prayed for him. Would 
to G6(i that we all could feel that the time of prayer is 
precious! Would to God, that all who exclaimed^ 
'<God forgive him,'' would ask, as he did^ *' What shall 
we do to be saved]" 

If either of these unhappy men is now assured of his 
salvation, the assurance has come as soon as-, under 
their circumstances, it could be expected : and if now 
he sings " Hallelujah to the Lamb ; doubts have fled, fear 
is extinguished, faith is superseded, hope is absorbed 
in fruition," it is in the best time. To know the only true 
God and Jesus Christ, is eternal life ; but to be con- 
fident that we savingly know them, is not absolutely 
essential. Yea, tuch confidence, if not founded on tlio- 
rough scrutiny of religious experience, if not derived 
from a considerable course, of consistent piety, t« pre* 
tumption, if not damning delusion* 

January 26lh, 

<< Let us consider one another, to ptovoke finto love, and to 

good works." 

Paul. 

Last evening, a member of the Widow's Society 
made me promise, without delay, to visit the poor wo^^^ 
man whom I saw on the 17th inst. It was my intention 
to have visited her before this time , but many similar 
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toucerns might have created a longer delay, kadi I 
f>e«D, in Paul's 8en«e, provoked to. the work* Slie bail 
decayed vapidly, and was assured of a apeedy diaiola* 
tion. Her imaginary goodness too had Aed-; and what 
she long cherished, was now, in her opinion, pnde^ 
pollution, miseiy^ anddeathi^ Many pious^instnicticMii 
had she^reoeived from her femalo benefactors, and she 
appeared now to feel that she wa» a sinner, in perishing 
need of a Saviour. This was 4he time to preach good 
bews, and I attempted with more apparent success than 
formerly, to show her how a sinner might be Just with 
^od: but whether she believes to salvation, must be 
lift with the Seardier of hearts. 
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Last week five patients died in the Hospital, and 
Ivhiie speaking there, this morning, in the presence of 
eight or nine, who were too near the graVe to arise, 
one died of an inflammation by a broken leg. When 
iSrst the bone was fractured, in the line of his daily 
business; his wife could net endure the thoughts of 
parting with him ; . but her feeble attendance on him; 
surrounded by poverty and siqkuess, was insufficient, 
iand he became delirious. He has left, I am iuformedt. 
a. worthy wife, with five small children; the youngest 
jof which is not more than three weeks of age. Her 
name and number I have taken as a present to. some 
one of the Widow's Society. 

Afternoon* After speaking in one room, I visited 
another in the Almshouse, which is full of sick persons. 
Their misery makes me sick at heart ; especially when 
I consider, that in nine cases out of ten, premature 
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sickaesf comei in consequence of making a gofl of ani* 
nmi aippetite. One man, however, of middle age; wbote 
countcaauee indicates past inteitaperance, was greatly 
moved by the word of God. His attention has been 
iocreaung for some weeks. O may God bless my poor 
labours to the salvation of his trembling soul ! 

Evening. The widow whom I visited yesterday, is 
gone. Her departure I did not imagine to be so very 
near. Thanks to Mrs. J. E'— C — , who urged my last 
attentions to the dying fellow-sinner! To reciprocate 
her kindness, 1 presented the card of the lately be- 
reaved mother of five babes, which she accepted with 
an assurance of afibrding the most immediate relief 
within her power. 



^ ^ >^>s^s^^ ^^^ 
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When I first saw blind Sally, I went at the request 
of an elder of the Dutch church, to converse with l*cr 
upon the concerns of her soul. She was greatly trou- ' 
bled by reason of spiritual darkness ; and was the first 
person who besought me to preach in the Almshouse. 
Many weeks she sat under the preaching of the word, 
before she fi>und consohitioi] from faith. At length the ' 
child, long before brought to the birth, was brought 
forth into God's marvellous light. Not long since she 
was admitted to the fiiU communion of the Reformed 
Dutch churchk When under examination before the 
consistory, she was asked why she loVed Christ ; and 
immediately replied, "We love him because he first 
loved us." 

Blind George was very attentive to the word to night. 
His emotions clearly indicate when he is pleased or dis- 

£ 
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pl^sised with a discourse; for ali sermons are not ^ilike 
to him, nor is the l(ut sermon always the best. He hai 
already eontmitted several hymns to memory ^since I 
gave him a book, and he requested that I would sdkect 
sOine new ones for him to learn. This wai a |>leasiog 
request; and after I had folded down a few- l^ves to 
guide his feeling, half atlozen other hymn boohs were 
handed me for the same'purpose. An old woman ob>- 
served to me, when she p^resented hers, ** All we blind 
persons take great pleasure in learning, as well as 
George." New application^ were made by old and 
young, for similar books, with whtoh, on account of 
my inability to gratify their wishes, I was -almost: ^u 
much troubled as pleased. 

It was gratifying to see another aged blind womaft 
very attentive, who formerly, when a gentleman, who 
accompanied me, Mr. B. said in her hearing, " Perhaps 
many of these persons are more blind in spirit, than 
in tUeir bodily organs," discovered- considerable resent- 
ment, and leaving the room, exclaimed, ''Perhaps we 
are not so blind, neither !" Soon after this, I took oc* 
casion to deliver a public discourse, in her hearing, 
from the question of the spiritually blind Jews, " Are 
WE blind also V* Since that time I have often seen the 
tears trickle down from her aged eyelids, (which, hav- 
ing no eyeballs to cover, could certainly not be devoted 
to a better use) at the sound of that Gospel, whidi 
offers sight to the blind, heairing to the deaf, speech to 
the dumb, soundness to tlie lame, and Hfe to the dead. 

When singing a hymn, which ^bommences with theiie 
lines, • /. a 

" God moves in a mysterious Way 

" His wonders to perform;" ^- — <-— *« 0- 
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I wd surrouncfed by eight or ten boys, of about . nioe 
yean:t^f age, who tuned their little musical orgjmt to 
the words with all their might. The aight of their 
ragged garments and brilliant eyes, accompanied by 
tbe remembranoe, that some of them are orphans^ 
some fatherless, some motlierless, and others not ac- 
kfioviledged by any earthly parent, was calculated to 
excite melancholy feelings. Some of them, however, I 
•aid to myself, since they are instructed at the benevo- 
lent Free ScImx^ may in some future day rise to useful- 
ness, influence, and evea affluence; for many have 
arisen from indigence to honour, and have become the 
ornaments of society. In such a frame of mind, it 
was more than vocal music which I heard, when they 
sung; 

** Behind a frowning proTidence 
*' He Mdes a smiling fate. 

** Hi» porpoies will ripen fast, 

** Unfolding every hour; 
'^ The bnd may have a bitter taste, 
<' But sweet will be the flowV." 



^0f^0^»»^* ** 



February 2nd. 

My journal is of necessity the record of wretched- 
peas. The unfortunate Miss L**** is more frantic, 
and there is very little reason to expect that she will 
ever be restored to sanity. The poor black woman, 
who was mangled by her husband, still lives, but her 
bead seems to be a mass of putrefaction. She exhibits 
an example of patience and forgiveness, which is wor- 
thy of imitation. 

B 2 
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Another sufferer lies in the Hospital^ bereft of rea- 
son, who, not long since, went to see a tiger, which h 
now exhibited in this city; and while offering the wilii 
beast an apple, was caught by the arm, a little abovd 
the wrist, by the paw of the ferocious creature. The 
unguarded prey was drawn violently against the cage, 
atid with the loss of flesh, nerves, muscles, tendons^ 
and blood-vessels^ from the arm, with difficulty made 
his escape. Of all public shows, those which exhibit 
the works t>f creation are the most proper; but it is 
dangerous even to stroke the mane of a tame lion : or, 
in proffering a favour, to extend the hand to a tiger. 

It would be difficult to decide which was most cruel, 
the tiger or the drunken African. 

February Zrd. 

In the ward of the Almshouse in which I preached 
this morning, were ten bed-ridden females, who cannot 
continue long in life ; for they are most of them in the 
latter stages of the consumption. A little lad, who on 
Thursday evening entreated me to give him a book of 
hymns, to-day renewed his application with great ar- 
dour. He was very respectful, but very importunate. 
I doubted his ability to read, but he soon convinced me 
ef my mistake. Two books were all I bad ; and since' 
several little boys were watching the success of their 
companion, I presented one to an aged man, and put 
the other in my pocket, for a widow, to whom I had 
partly promised one ; while I assured the children that 
I would soon procure some smaller books for them. 
The little feUow was so dejected, that be could scarcely 
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refrain from weeping. Down I came, by the shortest 
passage, from tiie upper story, to the outer door ; and 
whom should I meet there, but this same child of im- 
portunity ! He had descended by another stair-case inta 
the cellar, and came up under the threshold over whick 
I was to pass. There he stood, without a hat, in a,' 
storm of sleet; and pleaded that he was going away to 
the cotton-factory on the succeeding day ; and that he 
should never get a book, if I did not give him one now. 
At first I did not know that he was to be bound an ap« 
prentice, and asked, " When will you be here again]" 

" Tni going there to live : lil not be seen here again. 
Sir, very soon, if they use me well at the factory." 

The book was his ; and mine the pleasure of his pro^ 
mise, that if ever I saw him again, 1 should see his 
hymn-book also. The lad is sprightly ; and I am per« 
suaded from the delicacy of his complexion, and the 
brilliancy 'of his eyes, that no vulgar blood runs in his 
▼eins. Who can say what will be the future history of 
this book ? It will go to the factory with the lad, and 
there, possibly, besides being of service to the owner, 
will be read to other children, or will comfort some one 
infirm child of God, who, being an heir of glory, to learn, 
patience, and have an opportunity of imitating Christ in 
Ins humiliation, tends a cotton-machine, for a scanty 
subsistence. 

In the afternoon,, my audience at the Hospital was . 
unusually full and attentive. Here my hearers are 
frequently changed. Some go in a few weeks, others 
come, and a few remain for the greater part of the year. 
By death and restoration, the inhabitants of one ward 
haye been almost entirely changed in three weeks. A 
preacher here resembles a guide-post indeed; for he 
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0tands beside a public road, multitudes pass bim; be 
points them to the path which leads tp a better cpuntiryy 
aad they are soon out of sight. Some of tlie doctrines 
6f the cross, however, which are taught in this place, 
Biay be carried in the minds of the seamen to distant 
lands. Some mariner may remember a discourse about 
the blessed Saviour in a storm; and some forlorn 
female;, thoughtlessly returning to her former abode, 
■lay find arrows of truth fastened in the mind, of which 
she was insensible, and which may eventually give her 
ao peace, until her polluted conscience is cleansed, and 
her wounded heart healed, by divine grace. 

Severa} abandoned women listened to my discourse 
to-day ; and among them was a beautiful girl of only 
fifteen years of age. It was astonishing to see so fair 
and young a person as M . D. in such a situation. She 
was brought to the Hospital by her father, who has two 
other daughters beside this, who have been patients in 
this Institution. Tlie eldest sister led the way; the 
younger sisters followed. In early childhood they were 
^U left motherless; and the father, as is commonly the 
case with labouring men, had no time to stand sentinel 
over the chastity of three fair daughters. 



February 1th. 

In the course of the last week, several blind people 
liave committed a long hymn to memory, and this even- 
ing they sung it : so that my blind hearers contrive to 
^perform their part of public worship with great pro- 
priety. 

The little sprightly beggar of a book was gone to the 
4act<Mry. Some of the i^ed m«i, who have been -with- 
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^i Ood, appear to be awakened from their stupidity, 
and requested that our uext meeting might he in their 
ward. It is a singular fact, that ail my public preach* 
ing hitherto has been in the rooms of the female paupers, 
and that the chief nurses of those rooms are piou!^. 
They have contributed much to my comfort, by making 
their rooms clean for my reception. Some nnusual 
Exertion, which was much needed, has uniformly been 
made to purify the apartments where our assemblies 
hare been convened. If no other purification should 
iiesult from our coming together, this will be no trivial 
benefit to the poor. 



•*^^^ ^ ^*^^*i# ^ 



February JOth. 

An aged man presented me the petition of a blind 
boy, who desired a hymn-book. The boy was born 
blind, but could sing, as I before had learned, many 
sacred songs. He can commit to memory any common 
chapter in the Bible, by hearing it read a few times. It 
wa!s decided that he should have the book, which wa& 
intended for my own use. 

When 1 entered the room, I spake to the aged wo- 
man, whose case I have stated in the 16th page of tin's 
Journal. She expressed great gratitude to God for 
giving her this holy day, and said she hoped He would 
give me something good to give them. During the ser^ 
vice, she was much affected ; and af^er it, bathing my 
band with her tears, she said, *' O what a coot God i 
liave! He give me all things. How could my plesscd 
Saviour stoop so low as me, as pick up me, poor sinner! 
He cover my nakedness, wash me, make me see, make 
lae feel, and take me to be his ! O my plessed Jasus !'' 
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I asked her if she could not read a Welch Testament.. 
. She could, if she had it, and her eye-sight was not al- 
most gone. " Well, then, I hope Christ will continue to 
teach you by his Spirit." 

"O he haSy he does, I know he will; I can under- 
stand you when you read the English Bible ; as my 
prother, the minister, said. He wiU never leave me, be is. 
my plessed husband, the bridegroom, and ray record is 
on high." 

'* Had you then a brother, who was a preacher?" 
*' You, you I mean ; you pe my prother in Christ." 
When I returned to my lodgings, a gentleman gavd 

me a book for W. R , the blind boy ; so that the 

writer had the pleasure of giving and receiving* 

The Hospital I found, this afternoon, unusually full; 
Besides about sixty lunatics, it contains at present two 
hundred and forty patients. In additiou to these, there- 
are many servants and nurses in the house, who compose 
a part of my audience. They can better ajLtend public 
worship here than they could any where else ; because 
when some under their care are dangerously ill, they can. 
tinite in prayer, or hear the sermon, and immediately be; 
at the bed-side of their respective charges. 

The deluded child of fifteen years, M. D. was present,^ 
and paid solemn attention. But she is sick now; and 
many are serious while a fever rages in their blood, who, 
with returning, health, return to their former stupidity. 
This unfortunate I design to trace, if possible, in her, 
future course. It caimot be a long one; unless God. 
should reclaim her by the power of the Gospel. Should., 
she evince a disposition to live a moral life in future,, 
must she be turned out agaip upon the world, to en-, 
couater strong temptation ? The Hospital is designed 
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for the sick^ and must not therefore be occupied by the 
sound. When she is restored to health, she must return 
to a worthless father's house, where she will find the sis- 
ters who seduced her. The eldest took her to a danc- 
ing house, provided a gallant for her, and after much 
solicitation, persuaded her to become a mistress. M— - 
thinks she should never have yielded, had it not been for 
the precept and example of this syren sister. The three 
daughters have all been ensnared by their beauty, pride, 
and idleness. No mother taught them to be indu;»trious; 
no, nothing warned them of the horrible pit into which 
they have fallen. Their father thinks it enough to pro- 
vide himself food and drink. By what profession, then, 
could they live ; by what art could they adorn their 
persons? Under such circumstances, where there is no 
fear of God, an effectual repulsion of insidious ap- 
proachesy a persevering struggle against temptation, 
need not be expected. It will never be tbund. 

At present M. professes to detest her past manner ot 
life ; but^ alas ! I fear she is too proud, and has been 
too mach car^sed, to become at present a good servant 
to any body but the devil. She has no trade; there is. 
no Magdalen Asylum in which her protection shall 
depend upon her good behaviour; she must return to 
her former abode of temptation ; and there was a poison 
in the cup which she tasted, that will perpetually irritate 
insatiable desire. 

In such a city as this, in which are not less than 
seven thousand females of this description, it is devoutly 
to be d^esircd, that some retreat should be afforded to 
those, who, from any cause, are willing to relinquish 
their vices ; and that some association should be formed, 
which shall save%at least a few from what they deem 



CfQ V£N£RA9LE AGE... 

the necessity of prostituting themselves for a pi^e oT 
bread. 

After service, I prayed with the wounded negro wor 
man» of whose recovery there is some hope. A large 
part of her skull is made bare by suppuration.. |ind 
several parts of the cheek bone have come away; but 
she is perfectly patient, and resigned to life or death* 
She is one of the weak things of the world, who, by her 
patience and humble confidence in Christ, is calculated 
to confound the wise. Is she a fool 1 She feels pain as 
sensibly as other persons ; and comforts herself with 
the plain doctrines of the Gospel. The man of science 
will find, on his death-bed, that this is enviable " foolish^ 
ness/^ 

February lAtk, 

^^ Now also, when t am old and gprey-lieaded, O God, focsake me 
not." Psalm jxxi. 18, 

This was my text this evening, in the ward oi aged 
and infirm men. The room was more capacious than 
any I have preached in, and contained about two Hun- 
dred souls. Every corner, bed, and bench, was full. 
Very many of my hearers were greyrheaded men.. Some 
of th^ were the mosjt perfect pictures which my mind 
can conceive of venerable decrepitude and adv^rsity.- 
Some of them were like aged trees, whose decayed roots 
have yielded them to the blasts of winter. They have 
* fallen on their beds to arise no more. They can be 
moved by others, but their leaves are no longer green^ 
i^nd their branches no longer wave in the air. So long 
have they stood, that the younger trees, which grew 
after them, have mouldered into dust, and not a single; 
ipipn shoots up arouad tlie withered fitump» 
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- OtKefs of them still stand, bat they resemble the 
I solitary oak in the field, whose companions of the forest, 
aU; ail are gone ; whose branches have fallen down, 
whose body is moss grown, whose top has been shattered 
by the lightnings of heaven^ and -which leven now trem* 
bles to its fdU. 

^ Thus 8hWer*a by tbe lurid lightning^s bla8t> 
'^ The dying flr, late nonarch of the grove, 

*' Still aims at heaven, with naked arms upcast, 
" Aad pays, or seems to pay, its wrath with love." 

W. M. JOHNflOW. 

O'lkiy God, when 1 am old and grey-headed, forsake 
me not; and if I cannot preach to others, let others 
speak to me of Jesus Christ, the sinner's righteousness, 
strength, and salvation ! 

W. R — , Vie blind boy, repeated a hynin which he 
had trommitted to memory since I saw him last. With a 
detire to know if the blind can have any notion of sight, 
I said, ** My fK>or litUe boy, have you ever seen one ray 

of ygbtr 

He rolled up bis half-formed, sightless eye-balls, and 
said, " i can fell by my feelings when it is day, and 
when it is night ; when there is light in the room, and 
wben tbere an't^ that's all, Sir." 

** Cab yon think how a man in appearance differs 
frooKtreer 

**i bare never ieen a tree, but I know how a man 

^* Well, child, yon must hear what Christ says : 
believe in him^ love bim ; for he died for sinners ; and 
iheii you will sec him in a better world." 

When I was going down stairs, the man> " whose 
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countenance indicates past intemperance," referred to 
under the date of January 27th^ and who has been iui« 
usually serious ever since, presented himself, and said, 
in a low voice, that he should be very thankful if I 
could procure him a hymn>book. It was his intentioii 
to have made the application privately, that he might 
not have rivals; but two or three aged women heard 
him, and expressed their h(^e that I sboiild not forget 
them. The books already distributed, I see at least 
twice a week, and find that they are devoted to a pro- 
per use. Shall this man, apparently under deep con- 
viction, a shoe-maker for paupers, be denied his requestt 
The books cost about fifty cents each. It is a small 
sum, indeed, but it may accomplish much good. ^ 



«v# WP^<^^#\^ «^^^ 



Fehruary llih, 

iPoR more than a week, with the exception of Tluirs- 
day evening, and a few hours on Friday, I have j>eeB 
confined to my room by sickness; but to-day t Ibi^nd 
the way to the Hospital and Almshouse, and was en* 
abled to preach in both places, to many more grievously 
afflicted than myself. All very solicitously in(}uired 
after my health ; and without doubt, many sincere 
prayers were offered for my recovery. George sat on 
one side of me, and the blind bov on tlie other. Before 
me stood a table, covered with coarse, but clfiah linen, 
which ser\ed me for a pulpit, and supported a quarto 
Bible. It was the better for wear ; and although the 
property of an individual, yet the use has been common 
to many widows, who have designated passages of pe- 
culiar interest to ihem, by more than one hundred dif* 
ferent shreds of calico. Until the Bible Society, com- 
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poseid young men, begaa a distribution in the Ahnt^ 
faMise, the word of God' wm a tearce article among the 
ehildrcii of poiverty.* New applications were made for 
hymn-books, by aome who totd me Hiey were '* poor old 
creatnreiy and had nothing but religion to comfort 
AemJ* Not o«e obtained the (avonr whichbe sought^ 
iHit they shall be grattfed, if God preserres me» and 
girei the opportmity of seong them at the appointed 
time et sooia^ pinise. 



Ftbruary tlst. 

W. R-— V who is without fiitber, wkhoat mothei; and 
without relative, or, at least, without aay perBoa who 
recognises relation either by blood or affinity, repeated 
seven stanzas whicb lie bad oomnatlod to meaMNy sinoe 
the last sabbath. 

To the poor pld tireatuMs I gfs^e acither ailFer nor 
gold; bat wha^ naay be of more me to them, a aenum^ 
and some sam^ songs. When the igaoraat ana anaiooa 
to iearn, to tefidi them what relales to their cwcriastiBg 
peac^ affNrds Uigher gratification, thaa the imuiry af 
that poise, wfiicb if bestowed by die geod; a inxory^ 
which Mwnt but idiots woald reject 



* ^Tke ytmng men fii«t tSHfif oif the cause whidk they kfum 
!«#; and sDce thai tine, tbe 5^o«r ia dw HM|>itBlaiid Almdwiua 
liave VeeQ boBMmbljr lupplM by the tir9 Bible Soofetiti in this 
ci^. The Bib]ei have been uuforinly ercwrved wkh great care. 
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February 22fiif . 

«' ' ' ■ ' In vain 

*' To niTe at mischief, if the cause remain." 

It is the duty of Christiaas to seek the wanderer^ 
ondy if possible, reclaim tfae most abandoned. If prppet 
means are not used to reform those who have departed 
from the paths of peace, the piou^ ought not to comr 
plain that the wicked continue in iniquity; and that 
persons once polluted return to their wallowing in sens- 
uality. What has been done to restore the fallen females 
of this city % To which of them has any benevolent 
tociety proffered protection 1 What female has sought 
to convince one of the miserable of her own sex, that the 
door of mercy is unfolded, and that there is hope for 
one, who may have been the habitation of seven 
devils'} 

It would be grateful to believe that many have so far 
subdued what is called the pride of chastity^ as t6 
imitate tfae Saviour of sinners in seeking the lost. Un- 
kindness and contempt have hardened many wretched 
wanderers, and left others to sink, who possibly might 
Jiave been saved. Legion is the name of that unhappy 
class of persons, who, in the fondness of expectation, in 
' the security of promise, in the ardour of youth, and 
madness of blood, have once yielded to the strong 
allurements of pleasure, but who would never have 
yielded to a second deceiver, had not the scorn of cruei 
relatives forced them to the streets for bread ; or to the 
bagnio, for the gloomy satisfaction of securing an uu* 
timely grave* 

Could we trust our own integrity to shield our re« 
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putatioii, or could we bear unjust reproach for Chrisf s 
sake, we might visit, with hearts of mercy, and hands of 
beneficenccy'the most notorious offenders. 

The writer has to-day witnessed one laudable attempt. 
Two ladies, on Wednesday last, read what of my journal 
was then written, and felt such an interest in the girl of 
fifleen, M. D — , that they resolved to invite her return; 
from perdition. One of these pious persons accom** 
panied me to the Hospital, and held a private conference, 
with the motherless child, who wept, professed a desire 
to reform, and seemed grateful for the attention. She 
could not read; neither can she repeat the "LonPs 
prayer.'^ What must have employed the attention of 
her father? Alas ! he is one of those parents, of whom 
the great Milton says, 

'' Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget. 

*' For that (bit female tiroop thou saw*st, that seemM 

** Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, 

" Yet empty of all good, wherein consists 

*' Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 

'* Bred only and compleated to the taste 

" Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance, 

** To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye." 

Paradise Lost, B.n. 1. 613. 

These children of Cain are numerous; and parents 
of this description, who ought to sustain the double 
office of lather and mother to their daughters, must, 
render a most solemn account in the general judgment. 
How many must confess that they have been the indiredt^ 
causes of the prostitution of their families I ** If thoa 
sayest, * beh<^, we knew it not,' doth not he that pond-^ 

ereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy. 

f2 
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90«1, dotk aot he know hi asd ihaU iM he render to 
ewty BNin according to his works?' - 



■*-*^*^^0^^^^ 



Februarj^ 2^h. 

Dr. M-^ delhreftd an excelknt cKsconrse in th^ If os- 
ptel that tnomtng, to a very attentite audience t and 
eapteued hit full conviction, that it lis as hnportant to 
naitttain the preaching of the Gospel int tins Inistihttion, 
at in any congregation in the city. Every minister who 
bM given me assistance, and ^11 the gentlemen who have 
attended public worship with us, have expressed the 
sMne opinion. 



^^^^^^^^^^ 



February 28<A. , . 

This evening, with George on my right, and the blind 
boy on my left, we sung three new hymns^ to a§ many 
new tunes. The blind commit to memory with greal 
facility; which astonishes me; because when others 
learn to repeat what is written, they are greatly assisted 
by recollecting the place which they have seen. One 
who preaches from memory, 1 am infonned, thinks of 
the paragraph page, and even turns over the leaves in 
imagination ; but ' the memory of the blind cannot be 
local, ^hey must think, and their minds must review 
their own operations, more accurately, than the greater 
part of idle gasers on the works of God. Six or eight 
blind persons can repeat more sacred poetry and pas« 
8i^;es of iB$piratioB, than all the other inhabitants of the 
Almshouse. W« R— repeated another hymn. He can 
ahrays tell me the number of the hymii^ and the 
page. 



• A WARM SITUATION. 

' In singing, my blind mosician, very unexpectedly, re- 
peated, and repeated again, the second line of the fourth 
stanza of the 86th hymn ; 

<' Midst outward afflictions shall feel Christ within ;*' 

and onward all proceeded, with as mnch ease, and with 
as little discord, as had the repeat been written in the 
music. The deviation was so appropriate, that every 
one who had heard, would have honoured the judgment 
of this eccentric singer. The crowd of hearers was so 
great, that many were obliged to stand, and some on 
crutches too ; so that every square foot of room was oc- 
cupied, except immediately before the fire, where the 
preacher stood, very much to his disadvantage. But thf 
Lord gave the hearing ear, and one could well afford to 
suffer from the want of fresh air. To stand in a con- 
fined atmosphere, before a warm fire, amidst the sick, 
who are attentive, is not so painful to the heart, as to 
preach in a spacious church, to empty seats, or to 
thoughtless people^ who either whisper, cough need- 
lessly, examine faces, or slumber. All ministers of the 
Grospel must have their respective trials^ 

Of many of my hearers, I may safely say, that I 
have good hope of their spiritual welfare. God bless 
the poor! 



#v# /s# ^^ #># «vr #s# 



March 3rd. 



** He answered) and said, * I will not;' but afterward he repented 
' and went.'* Matt. xxi. 99. 

In the Hospital these words commanded attention ; 
and every eye was fixed from the beginning to the end 
^f the discourse. 
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AN INFANT AUDJBNGU. 

Three times, weekly, I have an audience, more re- 
fembliug that which Christ commonly addressed, than 
can be found in any place not devoted to the poor and 
wretched. May I but tread in the steps of my divine 
Master, blessed will be my ministry. Deeply do I re- 
gret, however, that there should be so much occasion to 
address lewd persons as there really is» and that multi- 
tudes c^ them should never hear the word of life. The 
language of Christ in the context was applicable to 
some of my hearers ; for some amiable young persons, 
moral in life, who say, '* We go. Lord; but go not,'' were 
seated around me ; and to these intimate friends I said, 
alas ! with truth, '' Verily I say unto you, that publicans 
and harlots go into the kingdom of God before you." 

In the Almshouse I preached in a ward which was 
full of poor mothers with little children. They would 
cry, and required attention continually. It was no 
favourable place for thought and speech, and I was not 
a little interrupted by fifty babes. The poor women, 
liowever, were anxious to hear what they could of the 
discoui'se, and a small portion of the word of life is bet- 
ter than no food^ 



«^<^<^^ ^^-^ 0^ ^ 



March ^th. 



W. R — , the blind lad, repeated several hymns. I 
have heard him read a chapter in the Bible. He must 
have the book in his hand, opened at the place, (from 
habit. I suppose,) when he will commence, and finish 
the reading of many chapters, with the omission of only 
a few words. The person who first paid attention to 
this child deserves high praise. It was Mrs^ G****, an 
aged Dorcas^ abundAt in all good worM. ' 9he ibnnd 
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him. not merely blind, but like the greater part of the 
children at that time, aboanding with a very undesirable 
animation, and ignorant as the beasts which perish. She 
began to cultivate his mind ; and by tbe assistance of 
*' The Friendly Union Society/' in catechising him. the 
benighted orphan has obtained as much knowledge of 
religion as most boys of his age possess. He learnt 
weekly more divine songs, and passages of the Bible» 
than any of his companions in years who ei\joy the 
light. 

March Mh. 

'' Catt thy bread upon tbe waters : for thou shalt find it after 

many days/' 
*^ He that hath pity on the poor lendeth unto tbe Lord ; and that 

which he hath given will He pay him again." 

The pions person, of accurate observation, will never 
want evidence of the divine faithfulness. The promises 
of Ood. which Delate to the present life, as well as those 
which respect the future, are undoubtedly fulfilled. 
Who ever perished with hunger, that so trusted in the 
Lord as to be an heir of this promise, '' Verily thou 
shalt be fedT Who ever ''waited patiently fbr tbe 
Lord." and could not affirm, in the promised hour, " He 
inclined unto me. and heard my cry; he brought me up^^ 
also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set 
my feet upon a rock, and established my goings V* I am 
young, and have seen many promises fulfilled. There 
are many who can declare. '' We are old ; yet have we 
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread." This is a general rule, that he who feeds the 
young ravens when they cry. will make all ncceisary 
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provision for the offspring of his people ; and when we 
find the child of a good man reduced to beggary, there 
is commonly good reason to conclude, that the parents 
of the vagabond, like Eli and Samuel, were defective in 
family government. The promise which is subjoined to 
the command, ** Train up a child in the way he should 
go,'^ is not unfrequently thought to be abrogated, be- 
cause many pious heads of families have the reputation 
of commanding their houHholeh after them, who, in 
fact, when their sons make themselves vile, restrain 
them not. Prove that a child has really been educated 
and governed as he ought to have been; and I will then 
prove, that when he is old he will not depart from the 
way of life. 

To'day I have seen that bread returned^ which many 
years since was cast upon the waters. 

In the war, which separated the United States from 
the crown of England, a family was much reduced, by 
the death of one of the heads, and the loss d all his 
personal property. The widow, with her two daughters, 
who were then young ladies, were necessitated to keep 
boarders for ther subsistence. Among their boarders, 
was a native of New-England, and a soldier ia the cause 
of liberty ; who^ while a resident in the widow's family, 
was ^visited with dangerous sickness, and must have 
died, had not the daughters of his hostess treated him 
with the most benevolent attention. For six weeka 
they watched the wavering flane of life, with the 
tenderness of sisters, and expected daily to see the last 
glimmerings extinguished by the dampness of death. It 
pleased the Lord to preserve the soldier; but he wa* 
poor; and his attendants knew it They did not ex- 
pect remoneratioD ; nor was he able, in the hard times 
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wluek oar ftthers nw» by the toldiei^t pmy (lever paid 
to numy of the biave) to discharge even the bill of his 
lodging. So soon as his health would permit, he shoul- 
dered his gun, and marched away, to unite with his 
compamoos iu content. Never did he again see his 
female guardians ; but, for many years after, he told th# 
tale of his misery, and their kindness, to his wife and 
IneodSy in the land of his nativity. 

Tho widow and the fatheriess cast their Inread upon 
the waters : they had pity upon the poor soldier. The 
widow is dead : the soldier has fought his last battle, in 
which, through Christ, he was victorious ; has laid asido 
his armour, and now slumbers with those, who shall 
awake on the morning of the resurrection, to walk witb 
the Captain of their salvation in the pure robes of 
righteousness. The two daughters survive. The widow 
and the son of the departed soldier are also in the land 
of the living. The son is in Europe ; but hb wife and 
mother are in this city. A few days since, they knew 
not that any of the family which had supported their 
near relative were in want, or even in life. But a bene« 
volent young man, of the Episcopal church, asked of 
them assistance for two poor maiden ladies, who were in 
poverty. The daughter-in-law of the deceased patriot 
paid them a visit. On learning her name, they told her 
the story of a soldier of the same name, and she made 
report to her mother-in-law. Behold, it was her hus<« 
band of whom the poor women spake. 

It was a renmrkable providence, which brought this 
young lady to the assistance of persons, who, without 
her knowledge* had more than thirty yean ago pre- 
served the life of her husband's fether. One of tho 
feoiAics is sick, and her sister watches over her sleepless 
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nights, but that which they loaned to the poor, wheir 
l;hey were in more prosperous circumstances, is now re- 
turning to them with interest. 

Reader, would you provide for the days of want 
which may come? Would you secure friends for the 
day of adversity? Remember the poor, visit the widow, 
comfort the fatherless ; and when you are reduced to a 
piece of bread, or a handful of meal, may the descendant 
of some one who was relieved by your bounty, furnish 
you with a covering, and a few sticks of wood, at least,* 
to warm your withered frame, that you may be grateful 
to God, while you say, with new convictions of its 
truth, that " it is more blessed to give than to re* 
Qeive." 



« ^^^s^tsf^a^ 
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On the 24th of the last month, the writer preached* 
in the ward of the Almshouse in which he held public 
worship this morning : but the room was almost cleared 
of its late inhabitants. He was then surrounded by 
many, who have since gone to the state of the dead; 
and others are stretched on the same beds, to die in 
their turn, m the same manner. It may be necessary, 
here, to observe, that those persons who are unable to 
support themselves in sickness, are carried to the Hospi- 
tal, when there is a probability of their being restored 
to health ; but when they have chronical complaints, or 
when the Hospital is full, they are brought to the Alms- 
bouse, to die and be buried at the public expense. Ser- 
vants and labourers, who have not been sufficiently 
prudent or successful, to make provision for a iingering 
disease, find thia Institution their last hQme*-4>ttt Mie« 
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)F*rom the ijospital, those who are pronounced incurable 
•fu^ «i80 removed to this place, that their removal may 
make room for new patients, who may be assisted by 
the medical and surgical attendance. 

M. D-— 9 the girl of fifteen years, with returning 
'health, appears less humble, so that the intended be- 
neviolence of the ladies who compassionated her, will 
probably be frustrated. Much it is to be feared that 
she is ruined for time and eternity. It has been found 
•difficult to procure any place in a decent family, where 
it is proper that she should reside. The situation of 
theie women in the Hospital is unfavourable to reform- 
ation; for it is impossible to exclude Ihem from all 
intercourse with wicked men. Possibly, restraint, 
<;ouBsel, and kiuduess, might pluck some of them from 
the flames. Again I exclaim, " O for a Lock, or Mag- 
dalen Hospital.''* The dhiercnt sexes should not only 
liave different apartments, but be confined in diflferent 
buildings. In the Magdalen of London, many are pre- 
served from the contempt of the world, idleness, temp^ 
tatioBy and themselves. Some might be Itistructed in 
religion, and the useful arts : yea, some in this city, as 
well as the metropolis of England, might be rescued 
6om perdition. 

Would it not be lawful, and is it not expedient, to 
confine in work-houses some of the clamorous and dis- 
eased persons, who are a nuisance to the city ? Bride- 
4Hrell is a place by far too narrow 46t one out of every 
hundred, who should be kept at some honest business> 
for their own support The morals of many very young 

. * These Institutions in London are e^rclosively devoted to oat* 
cast females. The first heals them; the second protects and 
provMes for them; 
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men are comipted^ and their health destroyed^ by the 
allurements of those, who walk at liberty, spreading the 
pestilence in all theur way, ''At the window <»f lay 
house/' every man of observation in this city may say, 
** I looked through my easement^ and beheld among the 
simple ones, I discerned am<Mig the youths, a yottiig 
man, void of undersjtanding, passing through the strM, 
near her corner ; and he went the way to her bouse ii 
the twili^t, in the evening, in the Uack add dark 
night: and, behold, there met him a woman— -subtle 
of heart.'' ** With her much fair speech, she caused 
him to yield \ with the flattering of her lips she forced 
him." The writer has seen a youth of fifteen years 
going ''after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the 
■laughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, tiU 
a dart strike throu^ his liver, as a bird hasteth to the 
snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life*^ This is 
stated, that parents may beware betimes; for many 
never caution their children, fieom festidious delicacy^ 
until it is too late ; too late for ever! 

Last week, a child was founds in the evenings at the 
gate <^ the Ahnshouse, which was deaf, 4nmb, and 
lame. It was sewed up in a blanket; and since no one 
acknowledged it, the Institution humanely received it 
It is one of the eflfects of Cfaristiani^, that audh Asylams 
are provided by the oommunily. Tike child a|^>ears ta 
be about twelve years of age. Eut yAiO were the pa^ 
rents? Had they been so poor as to be unable to sup- 
port> the child, they would havte brought him opienly^ 
and claimed support. If they were able to protect the 
child, yet deserted it, they have souls, which ** were 
made of sterner stnffL" ^ere Xn^as a similar case of 
desertion some years ago, of a poor idiot, who was found 
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in the yiid of the Hospital. Whence lie ctme, no on^ 
knew; bat, since he was found on Friday morning, litis 
Robinson Crusoe^s nian> he has been called by that 
name. Prom hb appearance, be must be thirty years 
of age. Where he was bom, where he has lived, and 
who were his parents, h^ knows no more thin the oystef 
Which adheres to a rocis. He has no more reason than' 
the sensitive pknt, add though he has all the organs of 
•peec^^ yet he never attempts to use them. Like 
ftfdaam's ass, he has uttered a few articulate sounds^ 
irom compulsioh^ without understanding their meaning. 
la every respect, Friday, erect like a man, is inferior to 
ilK)st ftoimals. Would any of our race have exhibited 
such a spectacle, had not sin, deformity, imbecility^ 
Bi6n^: disorder, and idiotism, entered the world by the 
first transgression 1 

^^■^^^^■^^■^^^ 

March l^h» 

" Should the world frown, and all its pleasures fly, 

*' Should every earthly comfort disappear, 

'* Ajid all the charms of nature sink in darkness, 

'* If thou art with me, if thou art my God, 

^* Am I not happy ? Can I wish fbr more ? 

*^ Tby gracious presence well supplies the loss 

** Of earthly bliss, and yields superior joy 

•^ To all that universal nature boasts." 

Mns. Steele. 

ThosB' sick and dying persons, who belong to no 
ckrgynlan's cure, and have regularly attended no place 
of worship, seem to be providentially allotted to me. 
Many>. who are ashamed to send for those ministers, 
whoiU ^ey might have heard habitually, have sent me a 
request to come and pray with ^biti^ and seem to ti ink 

G 
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that I am exclusively their property, because tbey.have 
been so wicked as formerly to slight all religious ordi- 
nances. 

This morning I have visited three sick families, la 
the firsty I found a widow with two small children, and 
a young man on the bed of death, who appeared to be 
about twenty-three years of age. He was solemn, and 
deeply anxious about the salvation of his soul. The law 
bad performed its appropriate work of alarming, terrify- 
ing, and convincing him ; yea, of killing every hope of 
salvation by his personal obedience. By familiar com- 
parisons, I attempted to illustrate the doctrine. of a 
sinner's justification, on account of that work which 
was performed, without man's pre-concert, or , co- 
operation, when the Son of the Blessed offered up bin- 
self a sacrifice for sin. 

In this doctrine there is life, and a gleam of hope ap- 
peared to dawn on the visage of death. The young 
man was much affected'; desired prayers; and earnestly 
entreated me to call again. 

From thb place I went to the abode of those maiden 
females, who befriended the sick soldier. I raised the 
outer cellar door, and knocked upon the inner, which 
opened into their abode. A feeble, hollow^- voice said, 
** Come in.^' I descended, but on entering saw no per- 
son. Something like a coverlet, (the lining and stuffing 
of which was gone with use, so tliat nothing remained 
but the patch- work calico, and that, defective <here and 
there, where one piece was taken, thirty years agx3^ from 
a . gown older than that which furnished the fellow* 
squares,) was suspended, like a curtain, to divide. th0 
cellar into a kitchen and bed-room. The sick wo|q«m. 
this curtain to behold her vbitor. 
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•^MThat ! arc you alone T 

^ Yes, srfone ; but not alone neither." She stretched 
forth her hand, and after a few convulsive struggles 
with the enemy at her vitals, said, *' I am glad to see 
you: I rejoice to see any Christian being/' Her sister 
was' gone out to work, for the day, but being near, ran 
in frequently to assist her patient. I expressed my sur- 
prise, that when she was so dangerously sick, she should 
be deserted ; but she replied, that it was necessary for 
their subsistence, and she was as willing to die with 
God alone, as with any other company. After I had 
prayed with her, she said, *' What a mercy it is to me, 
that God has afflicted me! that he did not cut me 
down, and sweep me away in a moment ! that he has 
not-puaishedme as I have deserved! He has visited me 
with lingering sickness, that I might know him, and love 
faim better.'' Such is the humility, gratitude, and faith 
of this woman, that in prayer I had little else to do, 
than to thank God for giving such rich consolations of 
grace as she experienced, to miserable sinners. Until 
she was providentially found by the compassionate, she 
suffered from the want of. many of the necessaries of 
lift; but now " she is quite comfortable." 

Lastly, I visited the widow and the fatherless, to 
learn their present situation. A few da^s ago I was at 
tlie abode of the same woman, and her little son was 
dangerously sick. She watched with him incessantly, s 
which made me apprehensive that I should find her ill ; - 
aod I was not disappointed. Tlie little boy saw me' 
coming, and welcomed me with a smile; but the mother 
wa# almost insensible; was confined to the bed; had 
s^'fer no physician ; and had no other nurse than her . 
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batf-recovered child. This womaii, I positively laioir^ 
ka9 been industriousy jind poverty in her case is Ml btr 
^olt; unless it be a crime to find needles and silk, to 
dose and bind Morocco shoes at the rate of four 
shillings for twelve pair, when every cord of wood 
^psts her wore money than she can aocomulate J» a 
month. 

For her relief, I had only to state her case to Mn; 
B — and Mrs. P — , daughter^ of faithful Sarah, wfa» 
have often relieved her, and will continue to do it, with 
truly tender beneficence. She will not want ; for these 
Aiends of Jesus will visit her in person; and while tb^ 
rai^e the drooping head, will pour into the lacerated 
heart the balm of Gospel peace. Thece ajre many tods^ 
pious women in this city, and God reward tkeip a* 
thousandfold! « *'^t' 

March lifh. 

This evening was devoted tp. public worsh^ private* 
conversation, and the hearing of hymns repealed. In the - 
Almshouse. The usual solemuity prevailed^ >and> auiny 
were affected at the inquiry, ** Will ye also go awaji?^ 
After the discourse, some of the blind stood around me 
to be instnicted, and expressed so much gratitude, thaf " 
I really felt ashamed that any worm shoold be tbooghl '' 
a guide, comforter, and almost a saviour*- Le| it nbl b» ' 
thought, however, that half, or even a fourth part of the 
thousand people in this'Instrtution, are disposed^ to pav 
constant attention to the preaching of the Gospel, 
Some miserable, polluted beings oevi^jEshow tbeuiselveik 
in our assemblies ; some are lifce>'the.liatf4|iy..heaiiBfs.ief • 
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* 

a more polite audience, and some never wish to see a 
minister, until they thiiik death ready to plunge thea' 
into heU. .? 



March llih. 

Most of my hearers, this momin^y were aged wo« 
men, who are foreigners; and almost every second person 
was upon crutches. 1 never saw, at any one time, so 
many wooden limbs as were noW presented. 

The good matron, from Berwick u|)on Tweed, was 
seated with her cane in her hand, and clad with a blue 
cloak, which has become almost white with age and use. 
It is a cloak by day, and a covering by night From its 
texture, I am led to suppose, that it must have seen bet* 
ter days, when its owner had not outlived all her friends. 
Happy is that person, who being free from debt, and at 
peace with mankind, can wrap himself in his mantle, 
saying, '' I have hope in Christ ; I brought nothing into 
the world ; I can carry nothing away ; let this garment 
be my windmg sheet; I am ready to depart; come. 
Lord Jesus, come quickly.""^ There was no object in 
the room, which did not excite compassion, excq>t a lit- 
tle bird, which sung occasionally a soft song to a poor 
invalid, its mistress. She listened to me, to-day, and 
after service besought me with tears, that 1 would not 
Ic^ it be ^^ so long" before I came again. Alas I 1 pitied 
her. Her limbs are drawn into knots by the rheumatism, 

* Xbis SLfftd wotnan^ in the spring; of 1812, became quite infirm. 
Her cheerfalness seemed to be supplanted by an earnest desire to 
depart and be with Jesus. She was more childish than when the 
abb^te Was writt^;'and in June, ^U asleep; but her piety was 
apparent ander all ekcaatftanc^s, 
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aad she cannot leave her bed ; hut oth^r penohs undi^r 
similar conhiiement earnestly cootend lor their Itiras, 
and I must preach in eight or ten wards before she can 
be gratified. 

The Hospital, with the approach of warmer weather, 
begins t^> part with some of the patients, who could not 
endure the frosts ofwinter. Still there iii|« a fhll room, 
this afternoon ; and more hearers than I could have ad^ 
dressed in a week, had 1 gone on several missHH^y to 
the dispersed inhabitants of the wilderness. Why is not 
o^e soul as valuable in this city, as one soul in India? 
The Gospel should be preached to every creature ; but 
the messenger should begin at Jerusalem, and 'make 
a. regular progression to ''all the region round about^' 
her. 

So long as sin reigns, and this city exists a commercial 
msu-t, ^e two Institutions in which I labour, will abound 
with miserable offenders, who must perish, if the bread 
of salvation be denied them. Here sinners meet, not 
only from every State in the Union, but from almost 
every.ki^gdom of Europe. 






March 20/*. 

, IkUss (<**** is nupiber^d with the dead. She was re* 
stoi;ed.tp reason, and continued sane for a few days; 
but; fro|ii delicacy of coostitution, could not sustain 
the shock* She was so extremely weak and low, that 
few were permitted to visit the unfortunate victim of 
tragical farce, before she resigned her life into the hands 
of God. 

Of all ti^e disorders, to. wjiic^ hui^anity 19 subject* 
that of insanity b the most dreadful ; because, in almost. 
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ei^ry Io^^bgcv it puts the patient beyoad the reach of 
tb^.Qospe(. Ib two liimdied cases, I have known only 
two, persons witio were benefited by seligioMs instruction^ 
la one of these, a young man, who was on the recovery, 
but deeply concerned ibr the salvation of his soul, ap^ 
parentiy derived consolation from repeated instructions. 
It was hope in the mercy of God, which finally estalK 
li|hed h^ soul in peace ; and without this he would pro« 
b^bly have made a second, and fiitaily successful attempt 
upiqo his life. The word of Ood, when it was pC9:»onally 
applied, he ibund to be a fiir better remedy for mental 
angui&U, than the razor, which 1^ stained his hand, 
with his own bloody 
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Had an enemy seen me to-night, he could not hai^ 
wished roe a more unpleasant situation than I had : or a 
friend to Jesus, he could not have desired a better em- 
ployment than I found in the Almshouse. The w»rd of 
blind people was crowded, and many, who sought to. 
enter, were unable. The room was warm, and the 
atmosphere odious ; but since our Master stooped to the^ 
meanest condition ; yea, endured the hardest fare, how 
could ministers retreat, until they had delivered their 
message! The singing was animated, and the attention.. 
of the hearers compensated for the want of wholesome 
air. ' When the weather is wahn, it is impossible to be 
comfortable, where are twenty beds, and more than one 
hundred people, respiring the atmosphere cff a singl^* 
room, again and again. After the sermon, ( was suf-' ' 
6msasSiky Aligned) 16 h^ve'left th^ place* At this mo- ^ 
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meot, a Kttle boy, with a pair of bright eyes, wanted to 
rq>eat a hymn; land two sick persons sent a r^cpesf - 
that I would pay them a visit. In going to tfae^^ f ' 
passed throngh several rooms, in one of which bUntf 
Sofa, an old German woman, hearing my voice, stretched 
forth her hand to detain me. She has been one' of m;^ ' 
constant auditors, and sings broken English with George ' 
very devoutly. Her natural eyes see not ; but her mind 
discerns glorious things out of the Gospel, which her 
heart lov^s. It was a grief to this poor saint, that she ' 
ci^uld not attend public worship this evening. ' She was 
toe* unwell to leave her room, "But you must tell me/' 
she cried, " what your text was." 

I replied, " She hath done what she could,'' and 
began to tell her what use 1 made of these words. " Oh! 
I remember," she said, "the passage of Scripture;" 
and coBvioced me that she was well acquainted with 
th(e context; which one of her compank>ns promised ■ 
immediately to read for her; and I departed to the bed 
of an aged man« a soldier in the revolution, who is. 
grievously affiicted with an inflammation of the head* 
He has served as a governor of the boys, and has assisted- 
in- keeping the flock of children still, who surrounded 
the door of the ward iu which I preach. For many.- 
reasons 1 was sorry to find him ^ick. What I should do 
without him, for a cons^table or tithing man among the 
noisy little ones, I do not know. Alas ! almost evervr 
old soldier, when the toils of war are over, will drink ' 
too freely. It is the ^se with this man. At the fear ^ 
o£ death he trembles, but says, that if he was ceftaio . 
of. pardon and freedom from sin, he should he glad tp 
die^ While I conversed and praiyed with hin^ many oi 



i9a8i-nMtM» agedy iafirim defitf|ned>.aiid miaerabk ia 
l^gMS9(f|ince» Ibtened to. any speech, and en my dot 
pvitW^jo^red me their hainls with mday bWssngs. 

I4^9^y» I visited a sick woman. ** Do you know thai 
y<^ ja«i^ a »u^ms V '' Qh i I am one of the very worst V^ 
TlM^'COiiqaeiiced a dialogue, which vas coucluded witk 
pifaorer. Her anxiety of miad is great, apd her sic kneta 
4aM9geimis»^ Such iastriictioa ab seemed most suitable^ 
W49 freely g^vcu. Gkd, indeed, and yet sorry «vas I, 
tQ leave her ; iot a fever made ^er very offensive whil# 
her mad wa& prepaied to receive the GospeL Th* 
XfHttB was full of old and young, sick and weUj good and 

bMir 

Oo the. general auuiagement of the Almshouse, I hA 
OMisferaii^ to make a teiv remarks. I do not eeaBUi# 
tbi. Qorpor^lioQ q{ the oity, or the preaent superi»<r 
tearienfi fo^ he eanaot he ev§r^ whose, to manage every^ 
thing; and he certainly attends to his duty with fideli|y«« 
TIk^ fdaa of the house is. radicaUy wrong. All the 
apartments are larg^, and* have eonneidoa with eaehi 
othev.. There is no publie hall in wbieh all the paupcra* 
otmid eat at once; but differeat messeSi at differeml 
tin^j ase dispersed through the house. Althongh 
seventy or eighty chiidten ave lodged in one room, ia 
which fill the beds touch, yet many are allowed to ram*> 
bla thi^agh all the apartments, and many live entirely 
wddl' M people. In some rooms, husbands, and wives^ 
with children, and even unmarried persons sleep. to*** 
getber. Marriage is permitted in the lustitMtioD,, 
because it caimot be prevented, under existing circum- 
staucesi. to procii^ate a future cac6 of paupers. These 
thongs should not be. The present establishment, in 
tlia bWEt of the city^ abcKuldbesold; aspacioiis ^itujUiRr 
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tion should be occupied, at some distance fr6in'tl^ 
present ; and instead of one immense pile of buildings, 
there should be at least four, in as many separalieiesr 
closures. . One should be allotted to males, another' to 
females, a third to children, and the fourth, containioig 
a convenient place for public worship, to the superin- 
tendent's family, and the various offices of the Institu- 
tion. No sort of connexion should subsist between 
men, women, and children. This would prevent the 
multiplication of many paupers, and much expense. A 
minister of the Gk>spel, and a teacher of children, na 
less than a physician, should be officers in the establisb-- 
ment, and co operate in the government, with the super- 
intendent* The rooms should be. small ; and all who 
are able, should work. All in tolerable health, in eadi 
department, should take their mealu tc^etfaer, to prevent- 
every room from becoming a eook-shop and a becU 
chamber. 

Several of the large rooms are now filled with decent!' 
people, And when an unfortunate person can obtain^: 
birth in one of them, he ought to think it a great favoofr^ 
hut the greater part of the wards abound with the vile; • 
apd here and there a solitary believer is ^exed with tiic * 
conv^satioa of this Bec<!>nd Sodom. Every good man ' 
must pmy, *' Oh God ! if poverty be my lot, assign me 
npt a residence among such transgressors: let me die in .' 
spme solitary hovel, where I shall not bear thy nailie^' 
blasphemed// 

m 

The young man vthom I visited on the 19th of the 
present months I foutedfto^dst;^ wiAet in bMy; MA tf '• 



ticarly the same state of mind. He requested me to say 
the same things again, which I had communicated on i^ 
former visit; for he wished more perfectly to under* 
stand the ground of justification, and the way of life^ 
Again was proclaimed the sinner's hope; again the 
glatisy eyes, almost closed in death, shed the full tear ; 
i^gjain we prayed, and again he entreated me to renew . 
my visit. But death will come first. Whether he is ta 
be saved or lost^ is beyond human ken ; but where the 
Gospel is heard with attention, and apparent faith in il^ 
we may entertain the fond persuasion, that it U tht 
power of God unto salvation. 



March 2^th. 

When we attempt to praise God in the Almshousi^ 
the dialect of ahnost every nation is heard ; for the 
English, Scotch, Irish, Dutch, German, French, Spanish^ 
and Italian, as well as American .poor, have met to* 
gether. What some of the foreigners want in pronunci* 
atian, they more than make up in their musical notes. 
I have become, now, so accustomed to this confusion of 
dialects, that it does not disturb my devotion. Nine 
persons are dangerously sick in the room where I 
preached this morning. One of them was well last , 
Thursday evening, attended service in the blind ward, 
and urged me to preach in her room to-day, with which 
request I complied; and possibly she may have heard 
her last sermon. She is now burning witb a fever. She 
is a widow of good report, of amiable countenance, and 
of exemplary deportment. . She has one little daughter 
x>f al^uf clgh^ ^i^f ^?» ^^ ^^^ '^^ poor-house has be- 
«o«jp J<^ hggig. jn 9y9S)^PSe,9f A/'whitf,*i^ ; 
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talk one df her linbs, which is incurable, and uttevt/ 
j^rents her from labonr. Poor woman f Her trials ar^ 
gfeat ; boi they will be sanctified to her good, and tht 
divine glory ; for she is a child of the most High, a 
daughter of the Lord Almighty. 

My tithiAg man sent (or me to pray with him agaidf. 
His knees bowed at his bed-side, while we ofiered up 
such petitions as were deen&ed ihost appropriate. 

Froiil him I turned to a Scotchman, in the samt 
room, who on the fourth day of this month commenced 
iris eighty-fifth yrar. He told nie in the bi oad dialect of 
the land of his nativity, that he was, '^ very autd, atad 
without feeling a'most. I canoae e*en feel,'' said he, 
laying his hand on his vest, " to button my clothes.'' 

" Yoo know then," I said, " The force of Solomon's 
expressions, concerning thiat state in which tiie grinders 
are few, desire fails ; the hands, the keepers of the 
house, tremble; and the knees, the strong men, bow 
themselves. The grasshopper, every little trifle, must 
have become a burthen." 

"Few and evil,'' he replied, '^'have the years of mjr 
life been." The old man was Well acquainted with 
the system of Christianity; and, indeed, where m^iil 
you find a native of Scotland, that is destitute of 
doctrinal knowledge 1 " Could 1 be surie," he said, " of 
an interest in Christ, I should think myself a happy 



man." 



" From what you have already said, t should think 
thitt you 'had a well-grounded hope of your being \A 
Christ by faith; and I trust it will be well with yoo; 
when tliis time-^ateti garment shall be laid aside." 

^ My dear Sir, no man is certain until the very last, 
until b'd ill lecmtt f<nr Wide is tbe gate, and broad n thi 



NOISY CHltDKKN. 8S ' 

xmy, iivliich lea(leth to deaths while straight is the g^te, 
and narrow the way, which leadeth.to life. I hayehope, 
however/' Wiieu I left hini« he thanked me fw a little 
attention to " an auld mon." While 1 was coming out, 
two other persons of seventy years arose to pay their 
respects to me. One was a tall, pale, hoary headed man; 
and the other was blind. When I exhorted them to 
pray, the tears of the former fell upon his frosted beard. 
They said, that in such a noisy place, they found it dif* 
ficult to pour out their hearts to God in any comer, but 
in the night, when most around them were asleep, they 
always attempted it. 

I could easily believe their assertion, for on descend- 
ing, and crossing the yard, I met not less than pne 
hundred little children, without any one to restrain 
them, playing all manner of gambols, and roaring like 
the^^Mtog bears of the wilderness. Some of the older 
ones are catechized on the sabbatli, by pious individuals, 
aM the members of the " Friendly Union Society,'^ but 
these were under five years of age ; and have become . 
expert in mischief. They should have a governess as 
WeH as a nnrse;' and under the general superintendent)^ 
there should be at least a lieutenant over children. 
Who wOl-'not ht astonished, when I state, that some 
aiHuent churches allow some of their baptized children 
to be educated in siich a school of immorality as thisf 
Tfie words of Crab be are so appropriate, that I beg 
the reader to peruse them. 

** At last, with all tbeir words and work content, 
V Back to their homes the prudent Vestry went, 
*' And Richard Monday to the w<»rk-hou8e sent; 
•* There was he pinch'd and pitied, thumped and fed, 
** And duly took liis beatings and his bread j 
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*< Patient in all control, in all abuse, 

*' He found contempt and kicking have their user 

*' Sad, silent, supple ; bending to the blow, 

** A slave of slaves, the lowest of the low. 

** His patient tool gave way to all things bese^ 

** He knew no shame, he dreaded no disgrace ; 

** It seems so well his passions he supprest, 

'** No feeling stlrr*d his ever torpid breast. 

*^ Him might the meanest pauper bruise and cheat t 

*' He was a footstool for the beggar^s feet$ 

" ^Ls were the legs that run at all commands, 

*' They us'd, on all occasions, Richaxd's hands.*' 

)n the afternoon, t had the pleasure of a plean rooni : 
in the Hospital, and attentive hewers. Many of them 
are dying men, and under such circumstaacesy who 
would not be attentive! It is a suliyect of no small 
gratitude with me, that this Institution is weU manageds 
that the superintendent, under the honoujable governor^ 
keeps his numerous family in subjection ; and, so far as 
he is able, promotes the spiritual, as well as temporal . 
welfare of the patients. 

In the Hospital, we are iiiost deficient in tliat im« 
^ortant part of worship, the singing of psalms and 
hymns. I want such a clerk here as I have in the 
Almshouse; but since there is no such patient as 
George, I am happy to express my gratitude to Mr.., 
Henby Crocker, for repeatedly leading in our 
sacred songs. He has kindly volunteered his ser- 
vices in many instances, and I trust the Lord will re- 
ward him for his exertions to help the devotion of the 
f>oor. 
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April 5fA> 1812. 

Since my last date, I have peHbrmed my usual ser- 
vices to the poor, and wish it to be understood, that I 
shall regularly preach in the Almshouse twice, and iu 

> the Hospital once, weekly, when I do not give the 
reader notice of my absence. 

This morning the superintendent of the Hospital 

- called, with a request that I would visit ene of the 
patients. I went ta the bed-side of the unfortunate 

' female r found her in tears, and left her in tears* 
And would to God, that my fellow-citizens, who cer- 
tainly are not devoid of commisseration, might turn 

' their attention to a Magdalen Asylum, when I 
assure them that the tale I relate^ is no less true than ; 
affecting. 

Four years ago, a certain dame, bf this dty, whose 
aaniie migbt be given,* would it answer any valAable pur- 

.pose, visited the town of E n, in the sfeitfe of New- 
York, in the character, and as the vulgar \ioM think» 

'■ kk^ the attire of a fashionable lady^ By appearances 

* tuid professions, she imposed dn the simple. She found 
a poor, ignorant widow, who had many children^ whoin 
it was difficult for her to support; and among them a 
daughter of twelve years, who was, in the estimation of 
a harridan, adapted to procure the spending-moiiey of 
the licentious in the middle class of sensualists. The 
girl was masculine, and ignorant. The mother gave 
credit to the speeches of a Jine lady ; and consented to 
part with her child, that the deceiver might make her a 
city chambermaid of distinction. The daughter was 
promised high wages, kind treatment, and easy service, 

h2 
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The mother was deluded ; the deceiver triumphed ; the 
child was ruined. The female monster brought her 

, prey to this city, and before she was thirteen years of 
age, prostituted her to the vilest purposes. la this 
deplorable situation she has been almost four years. In 
the lapse of this time, her mother has twice been to this 
city in search for her child, but could not £nd her. 
Once A — W — knew that her parent was in pursuit pf 
her, and would have gone, with all lier growing con« 
sciousness of guilty to meet one, who could have pardoih 
ed, while she reproved ; but the monster who had 
decoyed her from her mother, absolutely locked .h^ 
into her chamber^ and by force made ber drunk with, 
cordials. 

Now the poor, miserable, seduced beings is id A^ 
Hospital, and apparently nigh to tbe grave* No laotbtHT 
is near to comfort ner. She cannot read tb^ Bibie* 
She has, however, and I bl^s God for the circunuitvice^ 
the pious vistructions, attentions^ and prayers ^i^tilie 
present matron, who seeks to imitate ber JMU^ter, l^y 
doing good to the most profligate. 

The child knew that she was a sinner^ and hai^ .bf4n 
for some days deeply afiUcted m spirit, as well ^^ in 
body. Such copious weeping I never saw b^oi:e^ in 
any single instance. I doubt whether Mary, wko 
washed the feet of Jesus, shed more tears in the same 
time. But floods of tears cannot wash away the guUt 
and pollution of one sin. The blood of Christ, the 
precious blood of the atonement, cleanses believers from 

•*•_ all sin. 

The hope which may be rationally entertaiaed of the 
salvation of this person, is certamly more animating tban 
that which can be cherished concerning thousands, who 
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dwell at ease; and hundreds vfho, not kno\iing tbe 
power of God, think it can be of no service to preach 
tke Gospel to such wretches as inhabit charithble 
Institutions. Let those, who are ignorant of the efficacy 
of the living word and blood <^ Christ, and who never- 
theless deem themselves Christians, know assuredly, 
that there is more reason to expect the salvation of a 
Mary Magdalen,* than of their souls. 

In another comer of the same ward, lay a mother of 
harlots, whose face scarcely resembles any thing human. 
Lazarus, who probably knew nothing of the modern 
demand for mercury, and the sores it produces, wai 
not more afflicted than this woman. For years past slie 
has made merchandize of many, many female boarders, 
but seeing the grief of A — W — , and being affected at 
the situation of the country girl, she said to me, " I am 
drawing near to the eternal world ; but although I have 
encouraged many to continue in sin, yet I thank God 
that I never stole away and ruined such an innocent 
child as that. Tliat's all my consolation !" Miserable 
consolation, indeed! But in this manner, the vilest of 
dying sinners seek consolation, by comparing them- 
selves with some of their companions, whom they deem 
more obnoxious to divine justice than themselves. Tbe 
Pharisee was not singular in the expression of his heart; 
'' God> I thank thee that I am not as other men." 

* CommoD use bas rendered this name descriptive of a de-* 
graded female; but tbe Scriptures present no evidence that Mary 
Magdalen was a woaiao of the city. The sinner •{ whom we 
read in Luke vii. 37, is not called Mary ; but it was M^ry, the 
sister of Lazarus, who in the bouse of another Simop, the leper, 
ajooiated the bead of Jesus. 

u a 
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April 6th. 

A-— « W-— continues in the same state of body and 
tniud. She- was convulsed with emotion;, wept while 
•I prayed for her; thanked me for my attention; and 
aeemed to think herself too vile to excite even a fellow- 
tinner's commisseration. 
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April ^thm 

How it might have affected others I know not, bat 
to me it was an interesting sight to see a tall' respectable 
female of about fifty-live years brought into our assembly 
in the Almshouse, by a compassionate man, that she 
might hear the word of God. The rfaeumatbm has 
prevented the use of her limbs ; so that she can neither 
stand nor walk; but she could sit and listen to the 
doctrine which she loves. After sermon, the same man 
took her in his arms to her own ward.* 

I 

* This man had been visited with the palsy, but was now in the 
possession of his usual strenj^h. After the above date he fre^ 
quently performed the same service for the same pii>as womani 
Sometime in the winter of 1812, he was taken sick, with a second 
attack of his disorder. I visited him; found him much agitated 
in soul, and anxious to know what he should do to be saved. His 
•ins were his tormentors. Christ, the Saviour of sinners, was of- 
fered to his acceptance, and after prayer I left him weeping. A 
lew days after, he requested to see me, when I had been preach- 
ing and praying with other sick persons. Such was my fatigue, 
and indispoiltionof body, that I excused myself for that time; but 
the next morning I found that he died, while expressing a wish 
that T were present to pray for him. This is the only instance in 
which I have excused myself from any unpleasant duty of thii 
kind ; and, although I canuot sevesely censure myself, because I 
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April 2Ui. 

Ttf B most pitiable object, whom I have seen of late,. 
is an Irish woman, who b dangerously bick of a fever 
in the Almshouse. She was a good mother, and wife, 
before her husband deserted her; and slie is a good 
mother stilL From every "one, who has known her, I 
learn a tavourabie account of her moral conduct. To- 
day she would have melted any heart. Four little 
diikUren surrounded her bed, who were all of them like 
JheE99lf, ^nd all so much like one another, that notiiin|^ 
but stature seemed to distinguish one iiom the other. 
,A11 of them were crying for their poor mother. The 
whole family lately came from Ireland, but the husband 
Jias left her with her babes to languish, and perhaps to 
di^ without a friend. Alas! that drunkenness shoulc^ 
in this country, transform a generous and wiklly 
enthtisiastic son of £riu into something worse than i^^ 
brute I In Uibernia, it is probable that this same fellow 
would have divided his last potatoe with his superan- 
nimted grandmother ; or would have shed his blood in 
defence of his wife and children ; but here, where ar- 
dent spirits are sold for six shillings by the gallon, wii'e, 
children, relatives, and frirnds, may all go to the Alms- 
bouse, or even to " potter's field," for a glass of grog.* 

was really sick, yet I think it will be the last. If I can stand and 
iq^ieak, 1 am resolved to pray with dyiu^ sinners, who request me 
to be their leader in devotion. 

* It is said that a newly naturalized citizen, to induce some of 
his coontryiaen to emigrate to this country, wrote to his frieud, 
** that in America a man might get drunk twice for si jipeuce !'* 
This is too true I 
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April 2hth. 

Again I have seen, beside many other sick persons^ 
the deserted Irish woman. She w?l» fbnnd with three 
children in one bed, in a room where were many widows, 
or deserted females, in the sauie predicament. Two 
were laid at the foot of the Bed ; one was at her side; 
and the youn^^est was in the arms of a friend in adversity. 
If the children are preserved from the putrid fever, it 
will astonish me. For them she wept, and preyed t6 
live, while several of her ac(|uaintance sobbed- m tunkon. 
If any situation C2ttk be imagined, which* requires much 
grace to enable one to resign life without a murniui^ 
it is that of a deserted wife, who has tittle babes hang- 
ing about her parched lips and panting bosom. What 
will become of them, in this busy world, where thousaudt 
migbt say in truth, " I looked on my right hand, and 
beheld, but there was no man that would know me: 
refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul!'^ Psahk 
cxlii. 4. 
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May IQth. 

Since the last introduction of the name of W-— 
R — , the blind boy, he has repeated, weekly, a hymn ; 
and this evening more little children proposed to follow 
his example tlian the writier could patiently hear. Thej 
had the promise of being attended to at our next meet- 
ing, and were promised a little book; for the Rev.'Mr. 

(now DrO P- ^t, had preseuted a bundle of tracts, 

with Owen oli the 130th Psalm, for the benefit of the 
poor. This reverend gentleman I have never seen, but 
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hb books shall be loaned to Ifaose, who think eftty 
religiotts book a treasure; and in heaven some one may 
Mess him for pnblishing and distributing, gratoitonsly 
and ioCherwise, a cheap edition of a book, whieh cleariy 
HllistCiles the doctrine of pardon. 
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Ma^ IOTA. 

" This SMttt ftml earth be pvrified by ire 1 

*' Her f«il^ bests in bvmiiif sees expire I 

«' Tbumiift her dist, which dtank her Maker's bloody 

*' Be wash'd away beiie^ a f^naung flood.** 

B. FRAJfOf. 

■ I 

• 

Who can fadboUl a city in flames, somI not think t{ 
.tbat4lay in which tfe earth shall bum like an oven; in 

• jwidch all things in it shall be consumed 1 While on my 
miy to the Almshaise, on the morning of this holy day« 

j.tfae cry.€f fir^ lesouaded from a thousand tongues. Ilie 
wind was unusually boisterous for a clear day, and the 
Imildtfigs in the vkinity of the fire weve of wood. In a 
few moments^ many houses were envdoped in the gene- 

• ni oottflagratkMiy.and before one o'clock, more than ope 
Jiundiml tenements wcie reduced to ashes. Most of 
these were inhabited by two or three poor &milies. The 

.wheile scene was dreadful. Mothers were running in 

''«irery direction in pursuit of their lost children, and 
hnsbands, inconsteroation, were seeking for their wives. 
Many of the public buildings took fire, and for some 

' time half of the city seemed to wait a fiery doom. In 
Ihe jmidst of this distress, I entered the Almshouse. In 
-die Uind waid» one of my pious hearers, blind P— *— , 
was in a fit, and her room-mates were crying aloud fi>r 

. hctf and fiir themselves* Th^ knew that the fire was. 
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•etr, and tbought that no one would iake the tibnble 
lo lead them out, even should the bouse over' ttrdr 
heada be in flames. To be blind, and to be hear the 
n^ging element, must be alarming indeed! Oh! ttiit 
they ^ould consider this, who are Mind, while iSMf 
stand on the brink of hell ! At the sound of mj voice in 
the room, many exclaimed, ''our friend has come,'^ 
who felt for me, and- hung around the skirts of my gar* 
ment, praying that I would lead them out, until I re- 
peatedly assured them that they were in no imm^iate 
danger* During the yiolence of the conflagration, I 
visited several wards, and attempted to make use of the 
sISene, by reminding the paupers, of that day in which 
the heavens being rdled together ais. a scrdl shall pass 
away, and the material universe shall melt with ferveftt 
heat* Before, twelve o'clock they were sufliciently -4X»h 
posed to attend to a discourse, in. which they wei^ 
taught to seek the best things, even durable riches and 
lighteousness. ..■:,' ' •*■ i 

Ten persons weoe confined to thdr beds-hi^tiia'ioatti* 
in the Hospital which was this:afternoon visited hy the 
word of the Lord ; and one of them, who seiimed an« 
usually tender upon religious subjects, told me in con- 
versation^ that many had been the troubles of hi» life^ 
'' but they are not worthy to be named; for IHae><le. 
served them all> and I. think that they have heen fortty 
good/^ He was born in England, bred a brewer, amd 
fpr some time past, had been a journeyman atthi%:trade 
in tliis city. On the first of May, a time> when half 4d 
. the poor remove from one shed to another, he was''*kft 
houseless for the night.^ The room which he had ac* 
qupied, had been let to another, who.couki pay;a higher 
XiMk. Hcc QQutdso^ oil tbiUt. day, procure an^^iias. 
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ttfti^Jiiciit; and the new occupant, according to the 
ciwtom of this good city, cast the furnitnre of T-^ 
T^^ into the street. To presenre his goods during the 
night, the brewer seated himself on a stoop beside 
them. When all was silent but the hourly rap of the 
vratchmen on the pavement, he fell asleep. A young 
rogue passed that way, and undertook to search the 
sleeper^ pockets, in which he found some money ; but 
could not make good his retreat, without arousing his 
plundered neighbour. The brewer gave him chase, and 
fallowed him into a cellar. This is the last that he re- 
Members of the events of the night, but in the morning 
Ue was found alone, with a braised head, bnd a broken 
leg« *' It is sdl well> however,'' said he, concluding his 
tale wkha sigh, '*lbr the sufierings of the present state 
afenet worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us." 

On the latter part of the laist week, the wfff er had tH^ 
pleasure of finding two poor wcnihen in the suburbs, 
who are 'now rejoicing in tlfe ^ just God and Saviour,'^ 
bat who had never listened to the glad sound of th6 
Gospely before they heard one of his discourses in a 
schoot room. At that time he preached under the 
|>atropage of Ifae ** Friendly Union Society,'^ and thes6 
ftoaales turned in, as they informed bim, from tdle 
oiiriosity ; but by the good will of God, their attention 
was arrested. It was the" first discourse which they 
had heard for many months. They were not in the 
faabit of attending public worship in any place; but 
faave since given abundant evidence, tliat they love all 
liie ovdinances of Christ's kingdom. 

rAt the solicitation of these children in the faith, ac- 
^cotfipanied by the teqnest of several poor families, h^ 
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sought on Friday last some convenieDt place Jo open %i 
v^eekiy lecture. Having fixed his eye upon a scho<A 
house which he deemed suitable to hi§ purpose, he drew 
near to it, and half consented to retire, from the re- 
flection, that he could not afford to hire it. The leQtttie% 
was to be free for the poor; and since contributions, 
were not to be taken up, who will fumbh lights, and ; 
prepare for our reception? He had opened the gate 
before he had answered this question, and would have 
drawn back to make some previous arrangement, bad 
tiot the master presented himself* like one who should 
say, "Pray, Sir, what is your business T' To save bimi 
the trouble of asking such a question, the writer told . 
him what was wanted. ''I presume," said the master^ 
*' that you are of the Episcopal church.'* *' No, Sir ( 
but I wish grace, mercy, and peace, to all of every deno- 
mination, who love our Lord Jesus Christ." He asked ; 
the question, it afterwards appeared, because he and the 
owner of the property were of the number of those - 
lately proscribed beings, praying Churchmen. He 
gave encouragement, and directed the preacher to the 
owner, a pleasant, pious man, who made the poor weL> 
come to the use of the room, and said his spn should be-- 
sexton, if the applicant would find candles. 

On his way to this room, this evening, he passed^ 
along the still smoking ruins. A little beyond theiB» 
he overtook a woman of colour, who appeared to have 
been brought from Guinea, about eight years ago* 
Coder one arm she carried five large brands, which 
had been quenched by the engines; and under the' 
other, a quarto Bible, which had lost one of its cover^^i 
and which, like herself, appeared much the worse, and 
in other respects^ taiach the better, for wear. 
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^Poor woman," said he, *'have you been burned 
onttoor 

** Yes, fliassa, but blesset be God, I'm alive." 

** You are very old to be turned out of bouse and 
home." 

**! well stricken in years, but God does it; and 
in dis world, 'tis one's turn to-day, and anudder's to- 
morrow." 

Have you saved nothing but your Bible T^ 
Noting but one trunk o'things: but dis blesset 
book is wort more as all de rest. It make me feel 
better as all de rest. So long as I keep dis, I coii« 
tent." 

With all the animation of Uncle Toby, when he said 
of the sick soldier, '' he sha'n't die f but without his 
oath, which made the accusing spirit blush as he gave it 
in, and shed a tear '' to blot it out for ever," the stranger 
said, putting his hand into his pocket, *' you sha'n't be 
houseless." She replied, '' O a sister in the church has 
promised to take me in." Some good thing can come 
out of the noisy Methodist church of coloured people* 
The old saint was carrying her sticks to her sister's 
house, to cook necessary food, and her Bible to com- 
fort her heart. She received a pittance ; and in return^ 
gave the stranger of such things as she had, a blessing 
in the name of God. It was of more value, than the 
praises of many mighty. Perhaps it rested on him ; for 
when he arrived at the place of worship, God gave him 
affections blowing like grateful streams. His own heart 
was refreshed. The room was crowjded ; and many who 
would, were unable to enter.* 

* I have since had the pleasure to leara, that the discouree which 
Was then delivered, was not without fruit ia the hearts of others. 
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May 24tk. 

The fire has greatly iucreased the population in my 
ilomiuions. This evening the doors were open into 
tkree wards in the Almshouse, so that many more than* 
usual listened to my discourse. It was a solemn even- 
ing to many, and God grant the persons burned out of 
home, may derive some spiritual advantage from the 
affliction. 
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May 2Sth. . 

It is not unusual in this world for men to get out of' 
one unpleasant situation into another. At the instiga- 
tion of several paupers, who could not find seats at out 
last meeting in the Almshouse, I consented to preach 
this morning in the school-room of the Institution. It 
is situated in the yard ; and I had entertained the hope, 
that I should escape the loathsome effluvia of old beds> 
cookery, and drugs; but I changed sides to keep the 
pain: for the room was full; the scorching sun could 
not be excluded from the windows ; and all the swine 
of the place« which are not few, surrounded the build- 
ing- 
Blind George made his appearance here in d n^W 

style. Hitherto he has made a doleful figure ; for his 
long black hair was tumbled over his sightless face, his 
hempen Jacket and trowsers were covered with grease, 
his hat was without top and brim, and his feet were 
bare. Designing that he should assist me at the Hospi- 
tal* I had thought it necessary to beg him a hat, from at 
young man, a blue broadcloth coat, of middle age^ 
from W — S— y and to furnish him with pantaloons^' a 



CHEERING PROSPECTS. 09 

. ve»t, and shirts. His appearance now corresponds very 
well with the profession of clerk to the stated preacher 
to the poor. He' sung more cheerfully than ever. Tlie 
Irish woman, whose case I stated on I he 21st of April, 
was present, with her bal)e in her arms, to give thanks 
for her recovery, aiKl beg a catechism, that she might 
instruct her children. She manifests great humility, and 
deeply mourns for her misguided husband. 

In the afternoon, I led my clerk to the Hospital. He 
was a great acquisition in our social praise; and gave 
the patients great satisfaction. After public worship 
was over, many surrounded him, and he sung solemn 
songs for the space of an hour. The stolen country- 
girl, A. W. attended my discourse with many tears. 
She lives beyond the expectation of all who know her 
case. One of her companions, P — ;— , who is now re- 
covering the second time, has for months regarded 
religious instructions with a lively interest ; and seemea 
to be quite delighted when George sung foi* her New- 
tOBt^ " Good Physician/^ and ** the sihner^s Friend." 

In consequence of the throng about the door of the 
school-room in the suburbs on the 19th inst. application 
was made for the use of the Irish Church on sabbath 
evenings, and, thanks to the liberality of the pastor 
and his people, the privilege sought was readily granted. 
To this place I led my clerk this evening, where he 
performed his part to the satisfaction of a very atten- 
tive audience.. 



<*^*^*^^^»^'^- 



May 30fAi 

On returning from the Churchman's lecture-room 
dus evefiing^ a very Judicious woman informed the 
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writer, that one of ber acquaintance turned in to bear 
bis dbcourse in tbe Irish church, who had never entered 
a church before but three times in her life. This person 
was a married woman, who has two children ; but, great 
as ber past negligence has been, there is now some 
hope, for she declares that she will hear, so long as he 
continues " to preach within her reach/' If one such 
heedless sinner is allured to Christ, be will be amply 
compensated for preaching regularly five times in each 
week ; which he has now engaged to do, so long as his 
health and other imperious circumstances will permit. 
May God speed bis own word. 



0>»*^»^*^9*^^ 



May 31tf. 

Again I have proclaimed salvation to tbe poor in 
tbe Almshouse, and conversed again with a pious wo- 
inan^ who has been confined to h^ b^ twelve months 
with tbe xheumatism» To bar, I trust n\y servicep in 
the glorious gospel of Christ have been sanctified. She 
has long been one of the most emaciated persons I have 
ever seen, and I was not surprbed to hear ber say, " For 
sometime the world has been nothing in my estimation: 
Christ is all. Might God be pleased to peurdon my sins, 
and take me away, I should be thankful, but I have no 
reason to complain. He has afflicted me for good.'' 
She is destitute of near relatives^ Her only child, a 
dutiful son, the last of her kindred, died suddenly in a 
fit, not long before she entered the Almshouse, and 
with him fell every earthly confidence. God has been 
ber support; Christ her refuge. That the prosperous 
should desire life ^ natural; and that ou^ who is fri^- 
less, penuylesSf weaka and full of pain, without hope of 
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better temporal circumstancesy but whoiias good hope 
through grace, should desire heaven, is equally naturak 
Grace becomes so much a part of the renewed man» 
that from^ a new nature, he very naturally, desires to 
depart^ and be present with Jesus, while that wliich is 
bom of the flesh shudders at the thought of the coifio^ 
the worm, the putreikction of the grave. Many, who 
cannot delight in death, desire what is beyond it» and, 
ftom enrapturing prospects of Canaan, launch into the 
dusky Jordan. . 



«»#^^^^^^^^^ 



June 2nd. 



INSTEAD of delivering a regular discourse in the 
Hospital to-day, I visited eight wards, gave a short ex- 
hortation in each, and prayed with the patients. Miser- 
able and sinful as most of these beings are, they are not 
the most insensible of the human family. Hundreds 
appear every Sabbath on the public walks, who read the 
bible less, think less, and pray less, thau the poor in uiy 
diocese. When I entered the ward o f —' -forlorn ■ ■ 
hope, and no male hearers were present to stimulate 
them to impudence, by way of defence against their 
own sensation of shame, tliey were as attentive as ai|y 
audience in the city, and some could not restrain their 
tears, while others covered their faces, like persons. who 
bhish to look up to heaven. 



June 4tb. 

Some young females have frec^uented my lectures in 
the Almshouse, who belong to the city. Who they are 
I know not; bat I have observed ibr some months past, 
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that the same faces are present. There is reason t<^ 
'believe, that they are ashamed to a]^ear in any other 
congregation than that of the poor. 01 that all the 
deluded, in some place or other, might listen to the 
doctrines of life. Some few poor women, of good 
character, who live without the walls of the Institution, 
from want of a more convenient place of puhlic worship, 
or because they are too poor to purchase pews, have 
been permitted to hold a place with us on the sab- 
bath. 

June ^(h. 

A short narration of my future visits may give a 

'specimen of my past conduct, for I think, in defiance 

* of censure, to pursue the even tenor of my way. Three 

patients I have particularly visited and prayed with to- 

' day. One was too full of pain to make much reply to 

my inquiries ; the second said, what he did on the last 

sabbath, that he desired nothing so much as this life; 

and the third, a very intelligent man, thought his case 

' hopeless. Once he thought he knew the Lord, but now 

he apprehends that there remaineth no more sacrifice 

for his sins, because he has trodden under foot the blood 

of the Son of God. 

Four wards in the Almshouse have also been visited 
with instruction and prayer. Particularly I sought 
some, who had been sent from the Hospital, under the 
dreadful sentence of " incurable cases." I found two. 
One, M — B — ^ so soon as she saw me, called me by 
name, and put forth her withered hand, which one, who 
remembered that Christ washed the feet of his disciples, 
would not refuse. We held a long conversation in pre- 
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sence of twenty, who are incurable from the same canse. 
M:^^ B — t was born in England, is about tliirty years of 
age, and has lived twelve years in notorious licentious- 
ness. Very few of this class of people hare so long « 
course of iniquity ; for I should think that not one of « 
hundred of them survives her twenty fifth year. Thia 
woman confesses that she has been well instructed, was 
of a good family, has resisted great light, and abused 
all divine mercies. For three mouths past, she thinks 
that the eyes of her mind have been open to behold the 
light of truth. Prayer is her delight. Her greatest 
present trouble, not excepting absolute confinement ta 
her bed, arises from her belief that she does not feel so 
deeply her own vileness as she ought. She h»s no ex« 
pectatiou of recovery ; and she wishes that God may 
never permit her to aribc again, unless it is to dej^rt 
from iniquity. " Let me die," she says, ** unless I 
should be kept from sin, and glorify God by my future 
life." Many similar tilings she said with great humility; 
and if she is a deceiver, she is an adept indeed. The 
other person, whom I found to be A — W — , was in an . 
acyoining room. She lay in the middle of it, surrounded. 
by about thirty as miserable as herself. She was glad 
to see me, and desired prayer. If any one cannot 
pray, it is. a proverbial saying, "send him to sea:" 
but if any minister cannot occasionally preach witb^ 
out reading his manuscript, ''send him to the Alms- 
house." The sin and misery of this place are inder 
scribable. 



June 9ih* 

» 

MX; brethren^ who have polite congregati<mS| find na^ 
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diflkcolty io gaining assistance from transient ministers; 
and to-day I have succeeded for the fourtb.tuue in ob- 
taining " a labour of love." Of course I had ta preach 
only twice on the present sabbath. The man whose 
chief desire was to live, retains his rational faculties at 
intervals only. He desired me to pray for him» ani 
particularly that he might live, while he was sensible of • 
the approach of. death. Our reluctance^ to meet the - 
king of terrors ^anaot retard his advancing steps. This 
man must die, and to-morrow will preseat him.befoie. 
the tribunal of. God r 

J B , the person who yesterday thought his 

case hopeless, does not doubt the truth of divine pro- 
mises, but their application to his case. This is a com- 
inon temptation in the Christian family » When I asked 
him what he would pray for, might. he offer two petitions 
with the assurance of being. heard, he said, *' I would! 
first pray to be received into the kingdom of heaveQ*., 
and then, to be restored to health/' 



^^#^^^^1^4^ 



June 10th. 



Early this morning, he who clung to life was com- 
pelled to relinquish his hold. Even so expires a drowB- 
ihg man, while holding fast a straw. Who can render 
permanent a vapour, whose nature it is to appear for a 
little time, and then vanish? Who can protect what 
God has denomiflated "a moment T Our days areas 
** nothing*' before him. 

To a multitude of these beings, who, like myself, are 

flitting to the tomb, I have this evening proclaimed 

Jesus Christ, the Saviour. In my presence were three 

opersons, whom I have known to tie hed*rid^ii^.#ver 
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siuce I first visited the Almshouse. Two pious women 
were brought ia the arms of some compassionate men. 
A fine little boy repeated a hymn, and having received 
a cent, thought it ample compensation for his trouble. 
Much good may be done at a small expence; for I have 
procured many pious songs to be committed to memory, 
at the same rate> which may prove restraints in youtb^ 
and consolation in old age. 

In one part of the room in which I preached, lay 
Mrs. M — , a German woman of seventy-eight yean* 
Oflen have 1 conversed with her to my own edification* 
She is lingering on the verge of time, is full of humble 
confidence in Christ, and by faith looks stead&stly into 
the eternal world. 

After public worship was concluded, I visited twelve 
persons, who are old and full of pains. One was aii 
Irbhman,^ of excellent understandhig, who is well ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the Gospel, and ap» 
parently with Jesus crucified; but the most affecting 

object was one W 1, of fifty years of age, who is 

reduced to the borders of the grave by intemperance in 
the use of ardent spirits. The following dialogue 
ensued. 

** Have you formerly thought that you was a miserable 
sinner 1*' 

*' Yes: iut now I know that 1 am viU, I haw 
rmned myself* I have been, besides committing other 
$ins, a drunken carman for nineteen years.'' 
Do you know how you can be saved Y' 
If I should live, I hope God will enable me to 
reform, and lead a better life.** 

<< But should you die to-uight, what would become of 
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jonr soulT Do you know of any way in which, a rebaT 
.man can be justified^ and saved from hell]" 

*' No ; / should have no hope ; hut upon my wori 
Mud honour I want to pray God to he merciful tomta 
mnner/*' 

^*No better prayer can be offered by any sinnei^ 
,aiid while y«u live» I hope you will continue to 
pray." 

* / do keep praying, hut Tm a poor aiftner, and WMkt 
M miserable hand of it. Do pray for meJ* 

I conimenced praying, according to his request*^ and 
•Tery unexpectedly to me, he repeated my words in, te 
^audible voice. Perceiving his attention, I uttered «host 
sentences, and made a pause after each of them« lie 
followed me with great exertion and emotion. Some* 
.times he faltered, then was silent, while a few petitions 
were offered, and again repeated my words, until his 
tongue would serve bim no longeiu The scene was aw«- 
fuUy solemn, not only to me, but to a crowd of paup^n, 
who nearly filled the room,. Inexpressibly horrible is 
the death of a. drunkard ! 

Descendipg frpm thi9 room into the cellar, I found 

Mr. B e, of sixy-two years, whose companion, the 

wife qfi bi^ yputh, died about a weeL since. From that 
hour he has rapidly declined. The vine, which had 
long shaded the old oak, was torn away, and the scorch- 
ing sun has vyithered its branches. The mouldering 
trunk will h}\ soQn« 

The man could, not speak to me, but signified- by 
expressive gesticulation that he desired prayers. Once 
or twice he attempted to repeat the words of my adr 
Ai^^kh but I could onl^ distinguish^ in a whisper, a part 
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x>£ "die puUican's petitioa^ which almoBt every dying- . 
sinuer, who feeb his guilt at all, finds appropriate to his . 
oenditioD. 

From him I turned to a woman, who has heen three 
months in the same helpless situation. She informed 
me that she read her prayers every day, and should it 
I^ease God to take her out of the world, she should be , 
very thankful for his kindness^ 

It is NOT a pious feeling iu myself I must acknow« 
ledge, which makes me shrink back from disagreeable 
duties, and desire, in a moment of gloom, to depart ,■ 
from a world in which I have found abundant sin, dis- 
appomtment, and misery; but whether this poor wo- » 
man's resignation is of the right kind or not, I will not ' 
pretend to determine* ^ 

June nth* 

, To-day, W — t and B— e, have appeared before 
God. 

This afternoon I have visited two wards of the Hos^ 
pital, in which I gave a general exhortation to all •' 
present, besides particularly conversing with three 
pati^ts. 

J B will not be comforted. He has been in 

the habit of reposing confidence in his past experience 
of thie^love of God, wrought within him, and cagnot be 
convinced that it is safe to trust himself anew to Christ 
for pardon and -salvation. Those who have not received 
lucid instructions upon the doctrine of jusliffcation, 
who have not been taught a thousand times, tliat the 
sole ground of their salvation is without them, are liable 
to perpetual disquiet. Their feelings change; they 
hope for salvation^ because of pious fetlkki^V^ii^^'^^'^^ 
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sliould *not tlicir hope of heaven fluctuate in <he twidt 
ling of an eye? • ■ ' 

This unhappy man has heen ignorantly attempthig til 
make his imperfect personal righteousness answer that 
purpose for whiiih the righteousness of Christ alone 
is sufficient. No sinner ever ought to perform a 
commanded duty, or desire the lively exercise of any 
Christian grace, with the expectation or design of secor^ 
ing heaven, even in part, by his obedience. He must 
be pious from some other motive, or he will dishonour 
the mediatorial work of Jesus Christ. 

J B continues to spit blood, and must soon 

die. He knows it too, and discovered that solicitude 
which becomes a dying man. I repeated to him New«« 
ton's fable of ** the spider and the toad,'' to convince 
him in a familiar way, that the sinner must continue to 
apply to Christ for pardon and consolation, with that 
repentance which is unto life, but when I came to that 
part which speaks of tlie removal of the healing plant* 
and the death of the toad, from the sting of the spider* 
he exclaimed, "and that will be my case!" It was in 
vain I told him, 

** 'Tis here the happy diffVencc lies, 

•* My Saviour reigns above the skies, 

*' Yet to my soul is always near; 

•* For be is God and every where. 

*^ His blood a sovereign balm is founc^ 

*' For every grief and every wound ; 

** And sooner all the hills shall flee 

^' And hide themselves beneath the sea ; 

'* Or ocean, starting from its bed, 

" Rush o'er the cloud-top mountain's head % 

" The sun, ezbausied of > its light, . 

*' Become the source of endless night; 

•* And ruin spread from pole to pole, 

'' Xhao Jesus fn\ tbe tctoip\e4 w^aiL." 
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One man, C — O — , with wliom I have several times 
conversed, is a native of Connecticut. I3ntil to-day, he 
has been attentive to what 1 said, but quite reserved* 
This afiernoon, he introduced a long dialogue, by say* 
ing, ** that men could not have religion by merely say- 
Sng, 'GtKl be merciful to me, a sinner/' 

"True," I replied, " for even a parrot may be tangbt 
to repeat those woids; but no man ever prayed for 
ttierey, from faith in the Saviour ef sinners, who was 
finally losu It is one thing to use the form of prayer, 
and qnite another thing to pray/' 

" But the thing is," be r^eined, ^^to know that we 
Tfcally have that £uth, and are not deceived.^ The 
question was proposed, ** Do you doabt of the truth of 
the Bible r 

He assured me that he did not ; but thought it very 
difficult for any one to know that he possessed true 
TeligioQ. He was "brought up'' in the family of the 
late Rev. Mr. Littl^ of his native place, " to a religious 
life,'* and liiought, tintil lately, that he had "a good 
deal of religion ;" but now he doubted whether he had 
ever possessed any. Thirteen years ago he came to this 
city to live, and for the last four years had been with 
three of his children, who are settled in the southern 
part of our country. In all the places where he sojourned 
south of Pittsburgh, and particularly in New-Orleans, 
he could find very little religion. On the sabbath, the 
people would race horses and gamble. Most ^{ the 
people whom he saw were Deists or Atheists. 

" Well, did it not grieve you to be without religioiis 
society, and to see people live so wickedly]" 

It did, for almost three years; but, during the last 
^«nr, he feared that he had been as bad as any of thefti. 

K 
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Py degrees bis faith was unhinged, and he leani^ the 
wicked ways of the people with whom he lived, ^ov 
be desired truly to bewail bis sins. He found that be 
must start anew, or perish ; for he could take no pleasuns 
in any tbiqg that was past Now all his former kii0w« 
ledge and experience of vital piety» afforded him <^ 
{[round of hope* 

^* It never should he the ; ground of a sinner's hopet 
The Lord Jesus Christ is tb^ only £[>^ndatioa for 
Christian hope. 

** Too many have 'supposed^ that they should be 
saved, because of soBie good work performed ii^ them 
•by the Holy Spiriu SancUfication is on evidence of 
such vital pinion, by feith, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
ensures salvation; but it is in no case the reas^m wl^ 
we are united ta the Redeemer, and Justified through 
.his bloody for tt^en it must|have influence before its 
existence, and suppla^it the meritorious services of the 
Saviour." 

It was stated to the ^k man, that his late defection 
was calculated to make him seriously question the 
genuineness of his former faith ; for notbiug but habitu^i 
hatred of sin, sorrow for it, and struggles against it, 
can a&id continued evidence of saving faith* That 
belief of the tnithi which is not followed by contrition* 
godly foar, and diligence in the performan^ of religious 
duties, is vain. . ^ 

The stated preacher has invariably insisted on the 

necessity of repeutanoe, as well as faith, ia all his inter- 

; coUF^ with the poov of his tdiarge ; for although faifh 

has the precedence among the Christian giaces, yet do 

one of them is ev«r^ found alone. Thsit man, who 

.HM^yiDgly believes the testhnony t)f Godj coQceidiiog 
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ifainert and the Saviour, will hate iniquity, and turn 
)Wmi it, ivhile he works not ibr the purpose of justify- 
ing himself *' but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly." 

' One circumstance appeared very favourable. When 
^ftny syllable reminded him of his religious education, 
he appeared to be deeply affected ; and when he learned 
that I was acquaintefl with the inhabitants of his native 
town, he asked if tieverai of his early acquaintance had 
•become persons of religious character. When he waa 
answered in the affirmative, coifceming many of them, 
it appeared to afford him great pleasure* 

For such k person every believer would pray> ^ O 

l<6rd, if he ever knew thee, return to him in tender 

^Ineroy: if not, now give him to know Jesus, which is 

Kfe eternal; and may his future obedience evince to 

himself and others the sincerity of bu faiths the trans- 

(fbnning efficacy of the love of Christ* 
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June 14th. 

This afternoon I have visited six wards of the Hoepi- 

tal» In ail, the patients were attentive; and many of 

: Ihem thanked uk, not only with words, but tears* J<-^ 

B-— , the desponding man, is disposed to pray; but 

retains nearly the same dejection of spirits. 

In one oi the wards of coloured p^ple I had a long 
V conversation with J-— J—, who is tliirty years of age, 
according to the account of his master ; but his grey 
\ beard indicates him lx>. be at least fifty. 

He thinks that he has beea much deceived, but can- 
.^BOt fMcertaia his yean. He had heard people say» that 
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all were sinners ; and lie knew that he had done ^rong: 
but he did jiot know of any way in wliich a sioneJC could 
ke saved. 

" Has no one ever histriicted you in religion .1", 

lie had heard people say that men eou|d l>e saved, 
but he could not think how. This led me to Direach 
Christ to him ; and since he had been a sailor, to ex- 
plain familiarly tlie doctrine of substitution. 1 asked if 
he had ever seen one man tied up to the shrouds, for 
another] *' That /have seen; and known himjioggei 
toor 
^ " Yet it waa by his own consent.*' 

*' O ^es, or it would have been wrong.** 

** But after the substitute was chastised,, it would bive 
been wrong to punish,, with the same stripes, the man 
whom he represented.'' 

All this, he said, he could imderstand. 

*' Now you must know, that Go4 sc^t his only Son, 
by that Son's consent, to take the sinner's place, and be 
made a curse, bearing the chastisement of his peace; 
so that the sinner who. believes in Christ, taking him for 
bis Saviour, cannot be condemned.'' 

"It stania to reason then" said the black man, 
** that if believers sin ever so much, they will . not 
be punished far it, because Christ was punished in 
their place.*' 

*' That is true ; but do yoa think that anyt one who 
trusts in Christ for salvation from $in, would consent to 
sin, because J^us had suffered- <]eath- for liimi" He 
.thought " that would not stand to reason." 

Then I told him the consequence of knowing the 
way of life, only to reject it* ^ 

He confessed^ that he had always been ^ry wickcji^ 
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• .and. asserted that no one had ever "taught him ahout 
' teligion/^ but now he thought that he should " attend to 

a with his might ; for mch a thing •ught to he stuck 

io, all one's life.^* 

Other interesting conversations I had, nvhich want 

of time prevents me from relating. God bless l)is 

word. 
. In the evening I preached in the Almshouse, to a 

^crowded audience, and then visited a Mr. L se» 

J aged seventy-nine years, who for some time has been an 
'. inhabitant of this place, through the imbecility of age. 
. He has been a regular attendant on public worship, and 
. appears to have Scriptural views. Soon he will leave 

hb miserable residence here below, and perhaps ex- 
change it for one eternal in the heavens. 



^^^ ^^^^^^^■^ 



June \6thi 



After public worship in the Almshouse, I visited 
lour wards, gave an exhortation in each, and prayed 
with the sick in three of them. My gracious God, 
what a scene of misery do thine eyes behold ! How 
great must be the wickedness of a fallen world, which 
the Heavenly Father chastises with so much 

* wretchedness, as even I discern ! First, I went to see 

old Mr. L se, who b yet alive, bdt who will spend 

|io more sabbaths on earth. In the bed next to him, 
directly before my face, lay the corpse of a younger 
man than himself, who was lately from Phihddphla, 
and who yesterday walked out into the city. It was a 

« solemn scene. The old man could not speak: but 

r f 

made me understand that he desired to unite in prayer. 
He has ever been a punctual attendant on tlie Dutch 



114 TI8ITS TO SICK FEMALES; 

church; and since he has resided in this place, btt 
loved the gates of Zion. Beside him stood an aged 
friend, looking upon him with great tenderness, ivho 
has long been his companion in poverty, to whom the 
dying man gave his hand, and would* have said, 
** Brother in adversity, adieu ;" but his tongue refusM 
to move. *■ 

From this abode of the living, the dying, and the 
dead, 1 went into the ward" of destitute, 'sick, and 
rejected females. Here, the outcasts, full of sores, mciet 
together : and not fewer persons than thirty I saw, who 
are literally half consumed. I addressed tlie stolen 
country girl, who bears the name of A — W — . Whether 
this b her real name or not, I cannot say, for T>n her 
left arm I saw, in India ink, the initials J. t C. and 
under them, the letters A. W. which have apparently 
been made since the first. She told me that she could 
• not expect to recover; and in God's name 1 exhorted 
her; but because she is too sad, or too hardened t& 
weep, she wept not. Still I hope from her attention to* 
divine truth, and apparent gratitude 'to the messengers- 
of pardon, that all her convictions were not washed 
away by her floods of tears in the Hospital: 

Having given a general invitation to the Gospel feast, 
and. offered prayers in this room, I visited M — B. She 
told me, that she did not feel Ker siiis to be a heavy 
burden upon her, weighing her down mto hell, as she 
did a few months ago ; because she believed in Christ, 
and hoped be would pardon her; while at the same time 
she knew, that her crimes were as many, as- odious, «id 
as deserving of damnation, as they formerly were. While 
X was conyetsing with this outcast female, at my back 
lay a young girl^ of TDutal featjares, of dark compkzioiv 
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. mf e^ihteen yean, who at this early period is brought to 

.the bcMrdera of antuatim/eiy grave. When I asked M — 

^ if I should pray> with them, this poor thing, who had 

• iMeo listeiuog, cried out with great earnestness, *' O do ! 
do. Sir I'' After prayer, (; turned my attention to her; 

• and her ebeeks^were of scarlet; her lips- were pale; 
. she trembled; but closed her eyes as in the sleep ot 

death, and could not be persuaded to answer a word. 

I went iuto one of the Hospital rooms, where Mrs. 

B — , the nurse, is a mother to the sick ; and where I 

l^reached on Monday evening last. Here 1 saw one, 

whom I never expected to see in Uiis grand charnd* 

- house of the eityv She was a tall, meagre person, 

' whose oouutenance and manner told me that she had 

' seen better days. So soon as she perceived me, she 

stretched out both liands, and called to me, , with the 

overflowing of tearful joy.. 

" How came you here]" was the first question which 
escaped from my lips.^ "Do your iViends know that 
you are id this house 1 Where is your sister]" 

My questions were soon anc^wered* ** My kind 
Master has sent me here, I did not like to come ; 
but somehow he wonderfully supported mr. My sister 
is still living where you saw her, and trying to sup* 
fort herself J' 

** So your sister still hves in the cellar; but do those 

• hidies who assisted yoa last winter know wheri: you 
arer 

Th^ were ignorant, she said, of her present situation; 
aud they had helped her so long, that she was willing 
they should remain ignorant, 

"'My blessed Sav4our," said the weeping shadow, 
Wtoe^ comumptioa outlive .wmmoa^ patience^ *^ is with 
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me here; aad it comforted me to thinks that I ^o^Idaee 

•t 

yoii oftener, aod hear you preach, which I couki not da 
where I lived : so that I bless my Lord that he spaM 
me, that he does not banish me. O how good is Jeaus^ 
to poor sinners!'' My heart was. supported by the 
aianifestation of such resignation ; and I still thought i% 
true, that he who casts his bread upon the waters, shall, 
after many days, receive it agaia; for this old woman^ 
lingering in the slow consumption, has probably .beeiL 
assisted tor as many months, as she protected the sick 
soldier weeks. At any rate, God gives her in reoom« 
pense the bread of life. But, gracious God, leave itie 
nfit to the charity of the world : or be pleased to fce- 
atow such grace as will support me under all circum* 

' stances. Whca active usefulness shall cease, aild when 
a kssou shall no longer be taught by patience in suffer- 
ing, be pleased to take me from, time, O take me.^o- 
thyself! 

Leaving this good woman, I addressed the old German 
lady, beside whom I preached on the 10th instant. At 
first she thought me tiie attending physician, but so. 
soon as I spoke to her of Christ, " O my dear friend/' 
she said, '* you love Jesus, and you love my souf I 
perceived that she was drawing near the close eif Ufh 
life, and expressed my persuasion that she Yvoald soon. 

i be gone. ** O yes, Sir, I be glad, should my blessed 
Lord, come soon and fetch me home : but while I caoy 
I must eat and drink, and not lay hands on myself. 

: Bat I hope he'll come soon, and then I shall go to my 

; Cithers, and mothers, and brothers, and sisters.'' The 
writer asked if she spake of her relatives. 

She replied, "O! all of them in . heaves are my 

. friends and relfitivea* 1 should be glad ta be .there ; 
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>nt I am in the flesh 8till» and hare not pot on the 
ferfect robe, pure and white. But I shall wear it by 
and by." 

When such a person spake, it was meet that I should 
.lie siknt. Indeed, I listened with great delight 

It may not be improper to add, that a verj^ little 
girl repeated a long hymn, and obtained a cent, which 
is the established pecuniary premium for such exercises. 

An old Scotch woman has repeatedly amused me» 

.while she taught me the important lesson of doing much 

.good at a little expense. She comes to the Almshouse 

with a bundle of tracts ; the children flock around her^ 

.and she says to one, **Dear child, do you want to boy 

abookr 

I ha'n*t got no money,** cries the boy* 
But would you give me too cents ht this littla 
A book, if you had them?' 

" That I woukL" 

" Well, then, if you wHl learu five questions and 
answers, I will give you one cent ; and when you have 
learned five more, I will give you another cent; which 
will buy the booh/' 

The lad consents ; she calls again to hear him repeat 
bis lesson ; and in tbb manner she has sold a cheap 
copy of th(e catechism to very many of the poor chiU 
dren. This same pious woman 1 have often found 
reading some religious book to a circle of old women, 
. #lu> were much gratified by her enunciation in that 
broad dialect, which was natural to them, but which I 
could scarcely understand. 

In the afternoon I preached in the Hospital, and then 
irisited five wards. 

Poor J — B— died to-day in despair*. 
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One HMD, who was partially blind» a saikMv UUmA 
mt from room to room, until, in the last, I torneAmj 
attention particularly to him ; but even then he remaia» 
cd in solemn sikocc. 

In the last ward which I visited, I found one J-^E^y 
aged fifty-four years, who had been attending my :lec« 
tures, and who appeared to be de^ly impreflaed* >I 
found him, as I found many in this w^-regulatod Insti- 
ttttion, reading the Bible. After I had convened widi 
two or three of his companions, and was.tnmiog away, 
he said to me, ^ I believe what you. say ; I feel, : and I 
. have bng felt, that I am a poor sinner. Once loaUad 
myself a Christian, but 1 Imve behaved wofse than a 
Turk." 

'' It gives me pleasure,'' I said, *' to bear yoo. confess 
yor sins, and Ihope you do it from the heart. Are you 
not ashamed to say before these persons, who may lan^ 
at you for your superstition, that you believe the Gos- 
pdr 

" No Sir, for whotaever teUeveth on him thM mai 
he aMhamed. If it urns not far that I should aimk Ms 
despair, for I have been examining^ mudjind I h^e 
troken esofy commandment but one ; for I do iiaC think 
I have committed murder," 

** But have you not been angry without a cause, and 
does not unreasonable anger produce every instance- ef 
murder which actually exists V* 

** I have broken that commandment iu that sense, but 
i never realfy wished to kill amy man'* 

** Well, do you know how a sinner can be saved r 
He had the Bible open at the 10th chapter of Romans, 
and said, *< / beliet>e all this book, and every word of 
this chapter, 4ind particularly the. ninth verse.'' He 
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pcia/M me to the place, and I read, **l( thou shliU 
^osfess witk thy mouth the Lord Jesut , and shalt be<» 
ymf€ in thy heart that God raised him from the dead# 
thoa shalt be saved." "This, however," resumed he^ 
^trdubks me; the scriptures say that faith without 
^marity is nothing; and I have always been a poor nuu^ 
that cobM not hare charity/' This he really said with 
gtiat gtie( but when I tc^d him that the Greek word 
tendered ghmH^t really signifies lote, or a disposition 
|»ck> good as we have opportunity, his difficulty vanisb> 
ed. This fully convinced me that judicious criticism is 
Mally of great importance, even for the common hearer. 
The words of a dead language, however, need not be 
quoted to those who da not understand them. 

J — R^-^ arose and walked the room, saying with great 
amotion, **Oif I could moumfor my sins as I ought, 
pmd 9h0dfountain8 of tears, it would ease me ; but rny 
k^art U hard:' 

*' If you could weep as much as you desire, it would 
be suitable, but it would be no reason why God should 
;iMept you/' 

^^ True Sir, I should merit nothings if I should he 
•in iy#ttjr M the rest of my Ufe; hut I feel that I oitghi 
to mourn," 

In this, manner he mourned that he could not mourn; 
Atutt alf» I be has a dominant passion ! He was warned 
<^ his dai^er, and exhorted to bring forth such fruits 
rms are beoonmig the profession of repentance. 
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June 16M. 

This evening I preached in the Almshouse, heard 
W> chfldren ifepeat bymns^ Visited old Mr. L— se^-and 



IM COKFBSSfON OF A SATLCm. ^ 

received from one of the poor, helpless women, a buocii 
of roses, wliich was all that she could give in tesdmoiiy 
of her gratitude. To have rejected It would have bees 
unkind indeed. During service, which was in the blind 
room, a blind methodist preacher offered one of the 
l^rayers. His language was proper, and I trust his heart 
Binoere, but I lamented that he was so ^/sociferous al 
reaUy to pain my auditory -nerves. Why cannot thest 
good people use the natural language of fervour and 
respect, without unnatural vociferation ? Is their God- 
afar off? Or is he ideaf ? Or is he moved by such efr 
cessive noise as indicates aUnost every thing but se* 
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June 19th» 

•To-day I have visited seven wards in the Hospital. 
Some with eager looks followed me from room to room, 
that they might hear of Jesus, crucified for the sins of 
-mea« 

C — O — says that when he is full of pain, he desires 
to die for two reasons ; first, from a desire to be free 
from pain, and secondly, that such a poor sinner as lie 
is, will never be better prepared. 

With J — R — I conversed again. Taking off his 
hat, and looking up with the deepest reverence, he 
said, *' I declare Sir, in the presence of God, who I 
think hears me, that I think I am the vilest sinner in 
this Hospital." 

This R — has bee9 a s^lor for about forty years, 
and says that he never took to reading the Bible inuch 
until within a few months. His progress in the kooR^ 
kdge of the scriptures is certainly wonderfiil. 



CONFISSIOK AKb PARDON. ill 

With one Wm.H-^n, who is flu* gone in the con- 
tmnpdoo^ I have often conversed, and partknxtarly to* 
day* His oonvictioas apf>ear to be of the right kind. 
He waits and even hopes ibr death. When about to 
leave the place where he Ues, I ebserved a young sailor^ 
who was raising blood profusely, and who was in tears* 
Before to-day I had not addressed him indiyidoaltyy 
but now I found him anxious about the salvation of his 
soul. He tells me that his aUeiition was first excited 
the other day, by my conversing and paying with 
H — n. Now the young man feels that he is a sinner, 
mSk6 bewails it bitterly. In short, I have considerable 
hope conceming live or six, who are now patients in 
this place. But, ahtf I the greater part will hear from 
respect to me, who care not a rush for Christ. 

With a Roman Catholic patient I reasoned. He was 
ready to confess his sins, he said ; and demanded of me 
**wbat firflowsl" *'I/^au truly and humbly confess 
y^WT 8in9 t0 Grody pardon follows, as God's free gift J' 
** I confess my sins to my priest," said he, "and when 
I confess to him I confess to God." 

This is a Catholic of more than ordinar^f information ; 
but the other day some sin burthened his conscience^ 
and he would neither eat, nor obey the prescription of 
the physicians, until his confessor came to disburthen 
bis guilty soul. 

The writer discoursed also with one Captain Jarvis, 
who has experienced many reverses of fortune, as the 
world is pleased to say ; but who, two years ago, after 
he was seventy years of age, was found by Jesus Christ. 
He converses very sensibly ; is ready to live or to die, 
and manifests an unshaken confidence in the truth of 
God. 



''I kaaw/^ said h0, Vthal;! am.aaoldtsmiier; hU 
.God wfll not lie. He i^}(s.he will, pardon aodaeceyt 
me in Jesos Christy a^d ,1 am;Siuebe vriU^- becau^.ke 
•ays so. The words i>f.<iod are all iaitbAiU, 0:wliat 
a mercy is it, that he did not let: me. die Jbefore Jbe 
brought me to believe iq hiin; and while I was in iiy 
sinsT ' . . 



June 21st, 



This morning I have visited four wards of the Hos- 
pital, and could, had I time, relate much interesting 
conversation. Captain Jarvis talks, and appears to fed, 
like a saint. The Roman Catholic whom I saw oa 
Wednesday, appeared to be pleased with the informa- 
. tion, that he might confess his sins to Grod in any place; 
but in another room I said to the dying H-^— n, *' Con- 
tinue to confess your sins to God, fpr none can forgiire 
sins but God alone;'* and did not know that a Catholic 
heard me. I turned, however, to a jsick man, and asked 
how long he had been afl)icted. He answered, *'four 



(. moniksJ 



UUFt 



.Wellf I hope your wkui^ss will be sanctified to 
you*' 

. ^< Sir,'' said the sick man, roughly, ^f wJieo I want 
a priest I^will send- for ope. We are of: different ndi- 
gions." . . . * ! • ",?..> 

This is the fir^t open repulse that I ever reoemd 
from any one of t})e patients* . I assured him^ that I 
ciauuedno right to teach him,, and had ittixiisaiiiiiin' 
posed: my.sprvi^esupon apy ou^ipontraryvto ttti'tQcli- 
nation; but I desired him to remeqiber, tbtt tilpieis 
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hm oat: religion in heaven,' and but one religton that 
teads to heaven, which cx>ii5ist9 id repentance toward 
God, and f^th in th^ Lord Jesus Christ. With these. 
Wrds I left him ; but he could not help railing at me, 
for saying to another, without a thought of hurting the 
#eliBg8 of any one, '* that all the men on earth cannot 
forgive a single sin." 



^^##^^4 



June 22nd. 

,. To-day Captain Jarvis went home. The Catholic 
who \vas well disposed, and who thought yesterday 
.that {le was recovering, has likewise departed this life. 
,)(f^t;hin twenty-four hours, four persons I^ave died in 
,||ie Hospital. 

Tiiis evening I preached in the Almshouse in the 
Jieariug of the soldier's friend, and many other afflicted 
.|[>ersons. 



June 23rd. 

Many of the inhabitants of the Almshouse fbUowed 
their preacher to the Hospital and Irish Church, to- 
day, that they might hear, and as it were treasure np a 

-store against the time of his temporary absence, which 
has been announced to them. At both places of wor- 
ship George sung as he has invariably done, since he 

■ commenced his^^xtensive clerkship. This blind man 
kas been of great service to many ; aud it gives him 
satis&ction to be cleanly in apparel one -day out of 
seven, and to change occasionally the scene of his_be« 
iligbted life. 

L 2 



tt4 VACATION KSCEStfABT FOR HEALTH. 

' After the public worship is concluded in the Hospi- 
tal, he rcmaius tliere, aud sings in different wards, uu- 
til evening. The nurses and patients treat him with 
great attention, and seemed pleased to give him a por- 
tion of their good things. They ought, truly, to com- 
municate to him of their food, for one says, ** George 
will you sing this hymn?" and then another pleadi, 
that he would go to the couch of another dying patient, 
and sing a second, third, or fourth sacred song. '' The 
labourer is worthy of his hire." 

In this manner he performs his part in the consola- 
tion of the sick; and not unfrequently arrests the att^ft^ 
tion of those who lightly esteem the word of Grod, 

After I have visited the Hospital once more, I deeqi^ 
a vacation nteessary fbr my health. To depajrt f^r ^ 
season is a matter of reluctance, because many will 
probably die without instruction. When one sick msui|- 
is addressed, many listen ; aud in the course of a few 
days, not unfrequently some one of them desires *' that 
minister" to be called who lately visited his companions. 
In this manner new applicants for spiritual treasures 
are procured, who would otherwise, most commonly* 
die in stupidity. 

Even so died, annually, not less than two hundred 
persons in these two Institutions, before there was any 
establishment of a stated ministry for their benefit. 

" But are oar efforts only to be directed to the hea- 
then? Do they alone need our aid 1 From different 
parts of our Citi/ cries reach us in the language of the 
man of Macedonia, 'Come over and help us.' They 
are the cries of our Christian brethren, who once like 
you enjoyed the benefits of a gospel ministry, but in 
course of providence have been deprived of them. 



OBLIGATIONS OF CHRISTIANS. I2& 

They feel their wants the more sensibly, because they 
know from past experience the value of divine ordi- 
nances. Theff case b painful ; their necessities ur- 
gent."* 

** Is there a Christian here, who knows how to do 
good unto all, hut espepially unto them that are of the 
household of faith? Among these afflicted, who are 
sinking under their infirmities, and have not where 
to lay their heads, are some to whom the celestials 
minister, and who are fellow-heirs with Christ in 
glory, I state the facts r I use no arguments : I leave 
the result with your consciences, your hearts, and your 

€fod."t 

Were Christians solicitous as they should be to evince 
tkeir faith to the world by their works, were they mind« 
fid of their high destination, or would tliey constantly 
remember that there is but a step between them and 
death, there would be no want of ministers of the gos» 
pel, or any lack of a suitable support for them. Men 
and money enough can 'be found for all other purposev 
beside religion* When was it difficult to find men, who 
would teach and bear rule m social and civil matters T 
Let us strive to act for eternity under this impression, 
that it is appointed unto all men once to die, and after 
Ae dissolution of soul and body, to appear befit>re the 
judgment seat of Christ. 

^' O death, thou king of terrors ! dreadfol name! 
*< Nor rev'Eend hoary age, nor bkximiDg >oadi» 
^* Nor boasted strength, escape thy fatal dart. 
** Not the persuasive power of beauty's charms^ 



* 'l>r. Rotneyn^s Siermon before the Cummittee of MinlonB* 
^ Dfi M«Mn* Sertaon on Livkig Faith. 
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** Nor the loft moring^ tfan of innocence, 
** CanitBythylUuid: nov eui tlM mkePf gotd, 
*' Nor all the treasures of the eastern ihoBe, 
** Buy one short moment of relentless Deaih.*' 

Mas. Stbe^i^ 



Lord's Day, July 28^A. 

On Thursday last I returned to thk clty» after hufk 
lag been absent four £abbath»i and on Frida]^ ▼isited 
both the institutions in wbicb I labour. 

Were a representation of ^he lively joy whiofa vai 
iMnifested on thi^ occasion to be attempted, I ifamj^d 
wdoubtedly be thought proitd of the esteem of th^ 
poor. It may be permitted to me, boweveF, |o stata^ 
that I could not wish a more welfome reception. 

In the morning of this day I pxeaebed ia the Ahna- 
llMiae to many ; and shouhi have adtjbr^ssed UMMr«» hat 
Ijbey could not gain admission to the room. 

In the afternoon, some of the paupers, who deeireA 
ip attend public worship twice on the sabbath^ ^llnwe4 
^ir preacher to the liospitaL He stood in the long 
IpHjery, between two rooms, and had more hearera. tik^j^ 
4)pa|d be oonveniently seated. It i& not amiss fer tlpt 
well, sometimes to stand and hear a di&coucse, l^^t'ili 
will not favour the restoration of the sick. The super- 
intendent wisely decided, that in fnture^ no> persons 
shall be admitted from the Aknshouse excepting the 
bind clerk and his leaden 

An English blood was one of the bearers in. ihe Hoi^ 
pitij^ who ^s brought in to ha|v,o.a bfokta kjcifeniade 
whole. He has a fieMi eqmUimmK ^»i mk "^^yv^ 
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igaoraot of. his hUtory wouki wi^^uAff W preptesessedt 
ia bis fiivw^r. $^k %o eye »» lie po«flet6c» doea not 
indicate h bad timip^r. 

But he came to thk eonatry almcot destitute •! iieciit. 
Diary resoarces, and coinpleteiy devoid of priitciple. 
He was sooo after followed by a young lady« to whoa 
be had been kNig engaged, and who was so QQibrtiuMit» 
as to love him. Unworthiness b often discovered wheA 
the heart says^ " It is too late !" and when the deiMlopck 
mieiit of eh^unetev fireseiits a feeUe obstmction to the 
indulgence of that passion which has boco«c dMiinimiy 
in tlie soul, This yoong woman mnat have iaiagiiiedll 
ber pteteyded lower wortby^ wh^n the first indulged 9k 
partiality for him ; and perhaps she thonght that hia 
ftoe could not be the index q£ dishonourabfe chara^ 

tnr* 

When she airived ia Anierica» (s^eofding U> precon^ 
oert between themt ^ Mieve) she had property and he 
had none ; and being disposed to secure a Uttle ^^rlnnc^ 
with little tfQM^ble, bfi m9» uiMtied t^ hev in the s^lenuii 
bands of wedloeli> by n RevereQct geeUeman, who caa 
^lleal the &et. # 

. it might; have been expected^ that Itom Ihia dey» ^o-. 
carding to covenant, they shonld he no longer twaift» 
bet one. This waa apt the ease; £wr the young nmik 
baling fome iot^ possession of hex propecty* before 
tjhot mght el the day ^i their marriage, sailed on % 
merciPtiie e&peditkHi, te one of the southi^ra islands^* 
ufaeie h^ Qontruired to squander the four or fine thoub 
aand dellars, which he had obtained hgr a sort of coenn^ 

After some time be redimedk to tbia ci)^ endaioidfl^ 



A buck's hokour* 

seeing the woman whom he bad deeply injured. He 
boarded in a respectable fkmily, and saught to gain the 
affections of another young lady, whom he persuaded 
himselF that he loved to desperation. 

The rumour, that Mr. was already married/ 

came to the ears of the father of the female whom he 
sought, and in consequence of this the young man ii'as 
banished from the house. The fact of his union to the 
woman who claimed him for her hosband, he solemnly 
denied ; but at this critical juncture he was arrested in 
the public streets by a civil officer, who would have led 
him to the proper abode of such a cockney. The pri- 
ebner requested that he might be permitted to ride to 
Bridewell, because he was a gentleman : and assured 
the man in authority, that if he would relinquish his 
hold of the bridle, there should be no escape, no resis- 
tance. Repeatedly the blood promised, by all that was 
sacred, to ride with his keeper peaceably to the place 
of destination. Behold, now, the value of this exda- , 
mation, " upon my sacred word and honour F' So soon 
as the oiicer believed the assertion, the person whom 
he trusted, put spurs and . whip to his horse;, that he 
might escape. Away he fled like John Gilpin ; and the 
officer followed hard after him; but the way of trans- 
gressors is hard ; for in full career through Broadway, 
die horse of the fugitive daslied his ridei against a cart^ 
and fractured bis leg. By this event he was made a 
prisoner again ; and now is not cmly a patient but a 
prisoner in the Hospital. What is to be the issue I 
know not; but I could wish that he might return to his> 
senses, and prove himself a ^thful husband to her 
who 18 his lawfully wedded wife. 
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It is saiH, that she still tcn(fi*rly regards hitn, and 
would ghidly panlon all his niisconduet. Something 
with in him should say, 

V* Cm that Aoflf^ric stem afllictioa'i tide? 
**• Can^t thoa, fajr embleio of exalted truth* 
^* To sorrow doom the summer of thy youth; 
" And I perildioas ! all that sweetness s^ 
** GMsign^d to lattifig niiery for me ?'' 



^^^^^^^■^ * ^ 



EidHT wards of the Hospital ha^e been visited to- ' 
dqr* iki sueh a parochial way, as I soppose aH fidAfol ' 
paMorv visit tiie ^unities of their cougregalioiis. ' My 
own motiyes I shall not presume to state^ for my readers 
would be dependent oa the testimony of one person 
concerning himself; but this may be asserted, and I 
trost accredited, that more apparent good has resulted 
from personal conversations, than from public discourses* 
Tliese should never b^ separated. A popular sermon 
resembles a note of hand ; and the private application 
which should follow is like the endorsement, which 
often proves the most important part of the instrument. 
An old pastor, of my acquaintance, has been in the 
habit of saying to young ministers, *' remember to 
back your discourses well, in your iotefcourse with 
your people.*' 

When a few personal questions are proposed to a 
patient, he fseh Hke that man, who was the only auditor 
of -a clergynmn on a rainy sabbath, that the doctrine 
must be iqtended for himself, and not for others. The" 
circumstance that he was the only hearer so powea^iUUy 
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arrested his attention, th-at the sermon, which he then 
heard, was sanctified to his conviction of sin, and con^ 
version to God. 

In one of the wards, an aged woman, whom ail 
denominate ** grandmother,'^ wa4 yet alive, while a 
sweet little child, which the Almoners of the Dorcas 
Society found half starved in a garret, clothed, and 
placed in the Hospital, was dead. This Society is of 
modem origin ; and has already done much good. The 
members of it deserve an honourable record of this fiact, 
that they make all the garments which they distribu^ 
with their own hands/ One of the company reads 
some entertaining book,- while all the other members ply 
the iieedk* From unfeigned respect to. the bu{ies of. 
diis charity^ the writer be^^ their, acceptaupcif^i^ tlit. 
following 

HYMN.* 

The heavens declare Jehovah*i praise. 

Let earth her incense yield. 
For He who clothes the sun with rays> 

With verdure clothes the field. 

In gay attire the lilies standi 

With ev'ry humble flowV, 
To own their drapery from his Band 

Who mingles love with powV. 

He gives each bird a plumy dress 

To shield it from the storm { 
And to preclude a hare's distress, 

A vestment toft, and warm. 

* Several previous parts of this journal were published in the 
[American] Christian's Magazine, and these lines were, by the 
politeness of Mr. Lewis, at a later date, inserted in '^ the Comp 
BirrcitI Ad«erUser«*' 
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HYMN FOR THE DORCAS SOCIETY. 1S1 

From IleaT'n^s high wardrobe e?*ry lamb 

With fleecy wool is drest, 
And ev*ry lion with his dam 

Receives a sackcloth vest; 

The tender tribes are finest clad, 

And coarser clad the bold ; 
Bnt Heaven permits do tigers mad 

To perish with the cold* 

When the first pair of human race 

Knew exigence by sin^ 
A sacrifice prefigured grace. 

And coats were made of skin. 

]Ie makes the flaxen herbage grow. 

He bids the bilk-worm spin, 
And cotton thrive, in Siimmer*s glow. 

To yield us garments thin. 

In spring, their fleece the flocks divide 

With ev'ry northern clan, 
To warm mankind, and humble pride 

In evVy fallen man. 

To imitate hex Maker^s love 

Good Dorcas was intent,' 
And when ascending far above 

A pattern downward sent. 

Some females found it, and have made 

Like vestments for the poor, 
The naked poor of evVy grade, 

The white child, and the aioor. 

In fobes of heaven-wrought righteousness 

May ev^ry Dorcas shine. 
And blessed by others, Jesus bless, ^ 

For garments all divine, 

I- • ■ « ■ . 

>• 

,. Abttost i^viery face in the ward of eourtesapt.was new 
|o me; but I fouad one sad young things eallcd<CifiiiiH% 
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reading the Bible, arid commended her conduct in 
searching the scriptures. *' I think it. Sir/' she replied, 
** the best of books, while I am confident that I have 
violated all its principles/' 

In another ward, I approached the bed of the youog 
Englishman, and conversed with a sick man, whose wife 
supported her husband's head on the next couch. What 
I said to this person was as much designed for the 
Englishman as himself; but I avoided the appearance 
of knowing any thing about the latter. When I was 
turning away, the apparently neglected young man 
said, " We all feel indebted to you. Sir, for your atten- 
tions, and I hope we shall profit from them." His 
words were uttered in a soft tone, and with a pleasingly 
pensive countenance. 

Hastily turning around to him, and fixing my eyea 
firmly on him, with mingled emotions, I said, '* It would 
give me great deligfit to be of service to you all. I am 
constrained to acknowledge, that had not divine power 
prevented, I might have been in your situation; and 
therefore do not imagine that I reproach you, from any 
disposition to say, ' God, I thank thee, that I have 
made nivself to differ.*" 

When I gazed on his mild eyes, they looked some- 
thing like ingenuous shame, aiul they were cast down. 
Who could believe the story of his baseness ? 

. *^ Forlorn of hope, the lovely maid he left, 
" Pensive and pale, of ev'ry joy bereft; 
** She to htr silent couch retirM to weep, 
*^ While her mad swain embarked upon the deep." 



•*■ You appear to be of my age, and I presume, in 
itlation to worldly prospects, have seen better ds^s. 
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May your iatler end be betUyr than Uie beginning of 
life.'' 

^ I llm twenl;y-five years of age,'' said the youth with 
a smiley and ihtimated that be was gratified with the 
interest which a stranger appeared to take in his weU 
iare. 

'* We have lived long enough to know the vanity of 
that * world, which lieth in wickedness/ I have tasted 
cf the bitter cup of disappointment, vexation, sorrow^ 
and anguish, because, through my whole life, I have 
been a sinner* Let me tell you, friend, that all j^&ur 
troubles are the effects and due punishment of your own 
wickedness." 

After this speech, he said that he would frankly cour 
fisss himself a gay and thoughtless fellow; but it waa 
from the want of reflection that he had yielded to almost 
every temptation. 

*' Now, then, you have time for reflection. ' In the 
day of adversity consider,' for ' thus saith the Lord, 
consider your ways.' If you are not brought to serious 
reflection on the past, if you make no preparation for 
the future, your sufierings will be of no use, and all, 
even the soul, will be lost for ever." 

After much confusion of face he recovered confidence, 
and diverted the discourse from personal applications of 
truth, to doctrittMl discussion. He proposed many 
questions about the nature of repentance, the certainty 
of divine forgiveness, and the evidences of a future 
judgment. 

Repentance, in general, was stated to be such a 
change ;in a person's pereeptions as is inseparably con- 
nected with regret for past conduct, and a determinatioii 
to pursue a different course in future. Repentanoe 
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rdlatetto oiir own actions; for I nay lament Hat mis- 
condact of others, but can never repent for their trans- 
gressions. Evangelical, or saving repentance; is such a 
change in a person's perceptions of evangelical truth, 
as is inseparably connected with r^ret for past sin, 
hatred of it, and solemn purpose of new obedience^ 
From an apprehension of the mercy of God jn Christ, 
the penitent feels the complex emotion of hatred against 
all unbelief, and of earnest desire to live a life of faith 
on the Son of God. This change of mind will pro- 
duQSt a corresponding alteration in the external coo- 
duct. 

The certainty that God will forgive the sins of every 
believer, so as not to punish him for one of them, was 
proved by some of the positive assertions of Jehovah, 
which are recorded in the holy scriptures. 

That there will be a future, general judgment, may 
be rendered probable, from a statement of the principles 
of dbtributive justice, and the proof of the fact, that, 
in the present world, all men are not treated by the 
moral Governor of the universe according to their coo- 
duct: but, when it is granted that the scriptures were 
given by inspiration of God, it is enough to read, that 
God " hath appointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness.'' 

The same young man argued in &vour of a state (tf 
insensibility between death and the resurreetion, '* be- 
cause,'* he said, " none can be miserable until they are 
condemned.'' He had forgotten that unbelievers "are 
condemned already;" that the whole family of Adam is 
subjected to partial punishment in the present life, in 
consequence of the universal condemnation, and that 
future sufferings will be nothing more than the protract^ 
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ed vengeance of the original curse. The day of final 
judgment will rather witness the confirmation of the 
first sentence of condemnation, than present a new one ; 
for then such as have been unclean, and abominabkv 
and accursed, will be assured that they shall reibain 
** filthy stilV and " go away into everlasting punish- 
ment." If it remains still to be decided, whether men 
shall come under the sentence of condemnation, why do 
they sufier? why do they die? Can it be possible, tha^ 
God inflicts the penalty of his law upon mortals, witb* 
oi|t solemnly deciding that they are guilty 1 

Many of the common arguments against the slumber 
of the soul for ages, which were conclusive in the mind 
of the speaker, were then exhibited, and the English- 
man was left to his reflections, but not without the e?^ 
pression of a prayer, that God would make him wise 
and happy. 

That a young man, who possesses a good iHind, 
pleasing manners, and many personal accomplishments, 
should marry to defraud a young lady of her money* 
squander it upon his lusts, seduce the unsuspecting; 
engage himself to be married again, '* pawn his sacred 
honour," violate it the next moment, and traduce his 
lawful wife, by saying that he had, during courtship^ 
kept her as his mistress, exhibits in strong colours the 
odious depravity of unsanctified human nature. 

I next visited the room where I was accustomed to 
see the old sailor, J — R — . The last time I had an 
interview with him was on the day before 1 left the city 
for the country. 

I met him in a solitary part of the Hospital. He 
arose, bowed, and said, '' Sir, I am glad to see you : I 
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wish to ^peak to you: I want to know what sins a 
Miewr may be left to commit." 

It was not in the power of any man to tell him what 
•in, except blasphemy, against the Holy Ghost, the 
renf^weil man might not, when tempted and in a measnre 
deserted, perpetrate. With much solemnity he wished 
to know what was this sin of blasphemy for he con« 
ifessed himself a blasphemous wretch. There is a sin 
unto death, which we are not to pray that Gknl would 
fNirdon. It b a sin, which springs from conscious enmity 
to wfutt is IcHoum to be the gracious operation of the 
lioly Spirit. It is a public^ wilful tin of the tongue, 
against the Holy Ghost ; in which a person desirous of 
destroying experimental religion, imputes, ccmtrary to 
&e dictates of his own conscience, the divine operations 
in the peiformance of miracles, or in convincing, con- 
verting, and sanctifying sinners, to the devil, or some 
devilish priestcraft. 

This sin R — ' thought that he had not committed, 
but said, with tears streaming from his eyes, " I sin so 
enormously and so repeatedly, that I fear there is no 
mercy for me. When I hear you preach I believe what 
you say, and last Sunday I wanted to hide myself, and 
cry my fill: but yesterday I fell into my old sins again. 
Yon do not know what a sinner I am.'' 

*' But Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
Defs from themselves and ft'om hell, and the greatness of 
your sm cannot exclude you from heaven, if you truly 
believe and repent." 

** Sir, I confess,** said R — , falling on his knees, — 
' Coniess not to me, for I am a sinner !' — " Sir I confeu 
to God, that lam the vilest, hell-deserving sinner^ and 
I pray God to take away my sins.'' 
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His attitude, bis tears, his unaffected agony of soul^ 
accompanied with the conviction, that in spite of the 
terrors of the Lord he would yield to the dominion of 
ardent spirits, made me tremblingly ask myself, '* Lord» 
what is man?' Were it not for the habit of intemper- 
ance, might not this sinner enter the kingdom ef 
heaven 1 

J — R — was now gone, not to the grave» as most sea- 
men do before they have floated half the number of his 
days; but to the city, and I fear will soon arrive at one 
world of spirits, which will prove an awful prelude to 
the other. In his place, I found a respectable, white* 
headed man, Mr. T. S. C — , who entertained me with a 
long religious conversation, which was like a sermon to 
the patients of the room, from one of their companions. 
The substance of his conversation, and his language wa3 
this. 

*' I am an old man : I have travelled much ; and par- 
ticularly in the Southern part of our country. There 
people call me a fatalist, because I maintain that God 
convinces of sin, God works faith, God pardons, God 
justifies, and God saves the sinner from divine self- 
moving goodness. When I was in Washington, a raetlio- 
dist came many miles to hold a disputation with me, and 
prove that I was a fatalist, but finally he confessed that 
God awakens^ alarms, convinces, and converts the sinner,^ 
so that I had only to thank him for coming to me with 
the confession of the truth. One Ihiug I shall maintain 
with my latest breath, that no sinner would ever be 
saved, were it not for the compefling grace of God ; for 
after the sinner is converted he keeps drawing back to 
sin. My only consolation is, that if God intends to save 
*me, he will not suffer me to sin^ so as finally to fall 
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sway. Tbe reason why people call me a iataKst is be- 
cause they are Arminiaiis.'' 

With much similar doctrine and language tbe old man 
•pake for nearly half an hour, and then fell back ex- 
hensted on his pillow. Half the Doctors do not teach 
•o well as thb man. 

Among the events which deserve a place in the shorty 
bat faithful annals of the poor^ is the foundation of the 
new Almshouse. The comer-stone was laid on this 
first day of August, 18il. 

The new building will be erected a few miles irom 
tbe city, in an airy situation, near the east river. It is 
to be much larger than the present, and divided in such 
a manner as to prevent all improper intercourse between 
the paupers. It will also contain a chapel for pubhc 
worship, in which I hope some one, or many, will preach 
tbe Gospel of salvation to the poor. 

The honourable corporation of this^ city have de- 
served tbe applause of their fellow-citizens for laymg 
the corner-stone of an edifice, which will, in the opinioii 
of every benevolent man, be a more distinguished orna- 
ment of this metropolis than the beautiful marble hall of 
justice. The latter is the finest structure in our country; 
but the plain walls of the former will have more glory. 

In this place, the reader nray not be displeased with 
an extract from an anonymous letter, addressed to the 
stated preacher ; which af >pears to be in the autograph 
of some venerable clergyman. 

^' What is our world but an Almshouse and an Hospi- 
tal ! Are not all upon alms? Who made the world fbt 
us? Who spread out the heavens forus? Who from tbe 
beavens poureth down daily bounties oittftrj lifiog 
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thing? Mtbo hath stretehed abroad the sea, fillmg it 
with it9 treasupes, conveying on its surface the fullneM 
c^ erery crime 1 Who hath ordained the Tegetabte^ the 
antmaly and the mineral kiogdoas^ that they should eon- 
tr»bate of their hownties to the nse and ornament of 
man? Who hath ordained to us life^ and health, and 
friendships, and emiploymeBts, and profits, and riches T 
Are not all these, in measore and sort hest snited to 
onr condition, poured out f(om the store-house of God's 
infinite fatness ? Do they not fall as alms upon ii^potent^ 
impoverished, and needy mortals here below? Surely 
we are all receivers of alms. Grod is the Grand Almoner 
of the universe. Angels and men, heaven and earthy 
•must subscribe to this doctrine. 

** Pensioners we all are. Life we did not procure^ 
and life we cannot keep. Health may be enjoyed, but 
who can eudorse upon it! Riches may be in hand, but 
who can command that they should never flee away 1 
Friends may surronnd us, but who can blunt the edge 
ef ^eath, that it shall never mow them down ? Mental 
strength, vivid imagination, and powers of utterance^ 
like dew-^rops, may sparkle about our head, but shall 
not the scorcbing sun and blowing wind soon dry and 
shal^e our leaves? Alas I alas I how soon is gone, what 
man may most call his own I From stations of honour, 
Irom the sanctuaries of learning and religion, how sooll 
lade the gifts, which form the wreath of human glory? 
Certainly the most cekbrated persons were the re- 
cipients of alms. They deserved them not, they pro- 
cured them not, they retained them not. Can less be 
aaid of yosv congregation at the Almshouse ? Th^ are 
only stripped of what once they were, from the f^efe 
bMBty of heav»i Tktj have Uved upon Alms 
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from their birth; and so have we, and so has everj 
man. If you are ashamed to preach at the Ahns- 
house of one city, look up, aud be astonished that the 
Deity should eondesceud to minister of his alms to 
a thousand cities, in such a thousand ways! What a 
glorious and fiiiUhanded Almoner must the Almighty 
be ! He deals out worlds, and their inhabitants ; king- 
doms and their hosts; men with their families; and 
appoints to them their supplies. Glorious God! we 
bow at thy fulness, astonished at thy goodness, and are 
humbled at the sight of our emptiness ! 

'* Your Almshouse then is an epitome of the Univeise! 
All dependent, all needy, all provided for ! What then 
is the Hospital ? It is a commentary on the Almshouse. 
It teaches, that well as we may be provided for in meats 
and drinks, the Hospital must receive us at last. As 
fully as your city is supplied, it must have its Hospital. 
As healthy as the inhabitants may appear, there must 
be a sick room : and long as some may promise to live, 
they must die : so that all who have drawn dieir supplies 
from the great storehouse of God's bounty through life, 
must come to the Hospital of infirmity and of death, at 
last." 

The founders and supporters of the new Almshouse, 
therefore, are permitted to become workers with God, 
in relieving misery, feeding the poor, healing the sick, 
and promoting the happiness of needy mortals. 



« ^^^^^»>0^0^ 



August 2nd, 

This afternoon was devoted to the visiting of six 
ivards in the Almshouse. 
,The guardian of the sick soldier has revived a little^ 
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Rnd has lef^ the institution. From the room, in M^hich 
she lay, several have lately been carried to the grav6« 
In another ward I found A — W — still alive, but more 
emaciated than when I saw her last, and in the same 
gloomy stupor. In another ward, 1 found, besides one 
or two from the Hospital, obc whom I do not disdain to 
call friend ; for she appears to be a friend to Jesus. It 
was M — B — , who has gained considerable fleshy and 
who has now some hope of restoration to health ; but 
who gives as much evidence of penitence, as she did 
when in despair of life. In another ward, as my shade 
darkened the door of the room, the aged woman, intro- 
duced to nodce in my record of Jan. 1st, exclaimed, 
''There comes my Christian friend again. ' O Sir, 
stop, I want to hear you talk; f want to talk to 
you." 

Among other things, she said, with emphasis, '^l 
know that Jesus died for tne, poor wicked me, and how 
can I help loving him?' 

I demanded if she was not afraid to say, that he had 
died for her particularly and personally ; and asked 
how she knew it. 

" By the Spirit he has given me ;" was her reply, 
** for if Go4 had not given his Son to die for me, he 
would not have given me such faith and hope, and love. 
O Jesus is precious. Sir, to me, for he is my Saviour ; 
he is all my hope ; and I wait to go to him when he 
calls. I believe every word he says, and that makes me 
alive. I live on him by day and night, and that makes> 
me forget my old age, my poverty, and bodily pain.** 

Had I talked to this woman about Chrisf s dying for 
sin in general, and not particularly to redeem Utt persons 
of believers, I think she woiild ntx have imdetlsteod me^ 
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In the blind ward I found Wm. Me D — , an old 
man, blind ever since his remembrance, turning out 
button-moulds. Commonly he is found at this business; 
for he is allowed the profits of his labour. He pur- 
chases huck-bones of the cooks, splits them with a 
hatchet, and prepares them, by boiling, to come under 
tlie operation of his turning machine. He can make 
two gross in a day ; and they are far superior to an]f of 
the imported button^moulds. Here I saw also a widow, 
who has been blind four years, helping herself to a lew 
cents daily, by cutting walnut skewers for the butchen 
to give a bloated consistency to their meat. She ym 
contented with her employment, and said that her first 
wbh was to know and please God. Such advice and 
consolation as I was able to give, was bestowed upon 
all. God bless the poor! May they be rich ia faitl^ 
aud heirs of the kingdom of God ! 



August 4th, 



The room was more than full this morning at the 
Almshouse ; and one person who was never present be- 
fore, was arrested by the truth ; so that before the close 
of the service he wept like a child. Besides him, a 
middle-aged woman, who has for some months been at- 
tentive to the word, is overcome, I hope, by the grace 
of God. She could not restrain her feelings ; and re- 
quested, after service, that she soon might have oppor- 
porunity to converse with me. £ — C — , a tall, neat, 
SLg^> pious woman, evinced how much she loved the 
truth, by arising from the bed, to which she was con- 
fitted yesterday, creeping up stairs, and paying particu* 
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lar atteatioQ to all the parts of public worship. She 
gave me her hand, burning with the hectic fever, and 
death looked from her eyes upon me ; but the Spirit of 
God dwells in her soul. 

I visited some aged women in another room, who al- 
most chided me for not preaching in their presence 
more ^quently. They cannot follow me from room 
to room, by reason of many infirmities. Ono was read- 
ing the Bible when I entered, and I said, " Yon must 
comfort yourself with that book, when you cannot hear 
the ministers of reeonciliation.'' 

** It is my comfort,'^ she said ; ** and I am impatient 
that you do not come, for you help me to understand 

i\r 

In the afternoon I exchanged with Dr. R — , who 
went to the Hospital, preached to my audience, and 
assures me that he was never more deeply affected in 
any place of worship, than at the attention of the af« 
flicted patients, 

r 

August Qih. 

In his excursions through eight wards of the Hospi- 
tal, the writer found one T — s J — s, a miner, who was 
bom in America, but in youth went to England, resided 
there several years, and spent much of his time in sub- 
terranean .regions. He has not long resided in his 
native country. During the whole of this summer sea- 
son, sickness has prevented him from labouring more 
than two or three days. 

« For the space of several weeks before he came to this 
institDtioOy h0 was insane : but when real^on returned. 
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lie proposed to take up his resideoce in this temple of 
charity, that his wife might have opportunity to main- 
tain their children. 

Now he is afflicted with the dysentery ; but is patient 
in tribulation. When he first went to England, about 
twenty-three years ago, he thinks that he was con- 
verted under the preaching of Mr. John Wesley. For 
a few years he supposes that he grew in knowledge and 
grace ; but since that time he feels that he has, the 
greater part of the time^ been growing worse. "When 
I look upon myself/^ said he, " every one else is whok^ 
I know that I am the chief of sinners; but still I hope, 
because God has spoken peace, through Jesus Christ * 
He declared that the situation of his wife and chHdren 
was the only thing which made him desire life. 

"There is, Sir,'' he affirmed, "such a thing a^ 9 
wUlingne88 to die.'' Although most men will not be- 
lieve it, yet there is in some believers even a desire 
to depart. 

The writer visited the young Englishman againj and 
found him with a hymn-book by his side. He was fond 
of conversing, and thought that " affliction must natu- 
rally and necessarily, without any supernatural influ- 
ence, make men better." . This is the judgment of all 
who knpw but little of the sad depravity of the human 
heart. Experience has Iqng since tlecided, that if sick- 
nesses are not sanctified by some extraneous agency, 
they are of no personal advantage. 

With Mr.T. S. C — , the aged traveller, considerable 
time was speht; and our conversation gained the atten- 
tion of ail the patients ui the room. His principal fiialt, 
vrhich is disc^erabli*, is a polemic spirit, which savoun 
SL little toQ much of bitterness. Still he thinks many 
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erroneom persons siucere Chrisdans. Iq doctrine he 
tliioks all the charcbes are Arminian in the United 
States^ except the different denominations of Presbyte- 
rfauK and Baptists. To a long hymn of thirteen stanzas, 
ivliich he composed in the Hospital, and which contain 
much sound doctrine, biit no poetry^ he has subjoined 
the foUowiog 

KOTS. 

^Tbese lines go lotbew the impropriety of depend- 
img too much on men's works, instead of grace^ for' sal- . 
▼ation; and also of saying that a convert of God can' 
be finally lost, as it woidd argue imperfection in God^ 
nad give the preference to the Devil. The Arminians 
work by faith without grace, and the Predestinarians 
through fidth by grace. The Aiminians say, after God 
cuoTerts and deckires the soul an heir of heaven, that 
Ibe Devil can revoke the decree, and damn the creature 
at last; but the Predestinarians urge, that when God 
dees the work^ it is eternally done, independent of hell ' 
itself/' 

Avgusi 10th, 

*< Yet shalt thon know, nor is the dilTrence nice, 
** The casual fall, from impudence of Vice. 
** Abandoned guilt by active laws restrain* 

*^ But pause if virtue's slightest spark remain.** 

LiiTGaoaifc* • 

Six wards in thcf Hospital I bzve visited to^ay, did' ^ 
prayed with many in tire closing scenes of life. 'No 
object interested my feelings more, than tlie young per* 
Aon, whom on the first day of the present month, was 
found .reading the Bible. She hasaiair compfexion, 

N 
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a, soft eye, a fine form, agreeable features, and hands 
nore delicate than they should be, wless she has Jived 
la a family of distinction, and is a child of affluence. 

She says that she has lived only ei^leen year% and 
her many tears make me solicitous to become acquaint- 
^ with her whole hbtory. Something has been c(4« 
lected from her, by some of the persons in the Hospital, 
at ditferent times, which ms^ be partially true, wholly 
true, or entirely false. * So many* romantic tale^. are 
told byipatients'of this sort, t)iat veiiyfew oC ilicip,.caa 
be trusted. ^ 

According to her account, sh^ was bon^ ia G^l, in 
the State of Vermont. She has a father and motlier 
living, who have been divorced. All the children ci)ii- 
tinued with their mother. One of her brothi^s..aiKi a 
sister a^e married ; but she and her youugest brother 
remain single. Caroline,, (for that is the name of the 
person in the Hospital,) was sent to a boarding schopl, 
at tbe distance of a iew miles from her mother's 
residence, where she became acquainted with a fascinat- 
ing young man. For three months, this young stranger, 
who had business in the Vicinity, paid her Ottering at- 
tentions. At the expiration of that period, with the 
consent of her mother, who had approved of his suit, 
they cominetic^ a journey, with the p^otes^fed intention 

of seeing his relatives in P r^ where the ordinance of 

marriage was to be administered. Instead of taking her 
to R ' t - J -they came without her knowledge, to Pearl- 
stfflet in tlus -city, where they boarded with a widow 
and her daughter, in genteel lodgmgs, for ten da^s. 
The scdiioei: continued to renew his promise of taking 
her tQ hU fniends, and of becoming her husband. She 
loved him »rdeiQ^tly„ and therefore h«. succeeded in quiets 
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Rig her apprehensions. He ehticed her idelicatelj,' and 
therefore snccessfully. The spoiler came, found the 
sweet flower of the moantains, plncked it in wflntonnesft^ 
rifled it of its fragrance, and cast it away to perish witli . 
noxious weeds. She believed him" true, but found him 
Iklse. So long had she resisted his solicitations, that lie 
consorted with others, and whei^ he vanquished, he con- 
taminated his prey. She was far from friends, without 
money, in a strange city, under the protection of one 
if^hom she crimiiially laved, and exposed at the same 
time to the fear of his declining the desired union, atitt 
to the horr6rs"of an accusing conscience. In sickness 
ihe'was desertcfri, and, when scarcely able to move, 
ebught a retreat in the HospitaL 

She wept abundantiy to-day, and assured me of her 
- tenons intention of returning to her mother, and of 
departiog from iniquity. Vigorous exertions to^atch 
hec from perdition, shall be made if i live ; and the re- 
aiilr. D^ust be left to €Kxl. Success would he grateful ; 
but to fail in the attempt will be honourable. May the 
Lord give her repentance ! « ^ . 

IVhile I was preaching ib the Almshouse this evening, 

rleur dying persons siirrouflided me, whose' bodies Were 

in such a putrescent state, that I loathed my necessary 

• breath. Although the nurse bnrhed, occaBiooallyt ftome 

linen, and fumigated the room with acetous evaporation, 

yet the effluvia^ had I not been provided with some 

jiromatics, would have caused vomiting. .In another 

. y6ofnj I visited a dying woman, who was -per^tly 

'rational, but speechless. After a short discourse was 

: directed to her, she put out her hand towards roe, and 

then lifted- it to heaven. I did not understand her 

request She looked upon me, in the language of earnest 

N*2 
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snp|ilicatioD> beckoned iofot to bow my head, and 
nAispeied, *' Pray> {way for me.'' Her request beii^ 
complied with, she took m^ hand again, gave it a gentle 
pressure, turned to heaven th^ aspect of gratitude, and 
closed her eyes on dl messengers of the gospd for ever 
and ever. 



^^^^^4»#^ 



■ 

August V^Hk 

Two Irishmen are now in the Hospital, who .eieite 
^ mingled emotion of pleasure and coouniscratiMU 
Qnf has latdy arrived in this eky» and wonld have 
gpoa immediately to his jrelative8» who pncedad Iddi'to 
the western part of Peimsylvaiiia» and aow expect hte 
to follow, but was arrested by the dysentery, wfaich^haB 
left hpun in a very low condition. Beside his bed I tMk 
my leat, and he turned his. blue eyes on me ISte'ia- 
brother. A smile of complacency was lighted I'tip hi 
his countenance, when 1 began to speak of Jeios 
Christ 

** Should U please God,'': he said, ''to take m igi 
once mori, I should he grofefulT 

^But if4ie allows* you to wither here, wfaattfaeiif 
Does he any injustice 1 < 

.^^No^ I could not ethaplain^ for he deals, kindlf 
uith me." This appeared to be the undisguised tenJi- 
mantfOf bi$ soul. He firmly* and I think with persodil 
appliication, with appropriating faith, asserts the authcn- 
tioity of the scriptpres, ^and the divinity of Chrift. 
Death he apprehends must be .the result of his present 
sickiiess t but still assures me, that his inability to leid 
the bible, from optical weakness, is his greatest presefit 
trial. 
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This yonng man h fairer and more gaitle than any of 
bis countrymen, whom I have seen. If the sons of 
Hibemia were generally to resemble him, and I were a 
native of that country, in the possession of civil and 
feligious liberty, I would tune my lyre with every 
setting sun, and strike the bold tune of " Irdand for 
ever." 

The other was cast in a rougher mould, and 
made of honest, but ** sterner stuff/' Until lately he 
has- been on board of an £nglish ship of war, of one 
Juiodred and ten guns: In childhood he was taught to 
read the word of God, and instructed in the principles 
of the protestant religion. When he left home, the 
sailor's wardrobe a silken handkerchief, contained the 
best of books ; which proved a sort of silent companion 
in most of his voyages. For years he kept it,- as one 
would medicine, to be used in sickness, when he could 
not possibly avoid it. The sight of it was a reproof to 
Jhim ; he sometimes read it by way of compensation for 
past neglect ; and eventually it proved powerful. For 
a few of the last years of his life it has been the instm- 
ment of his consolation. It has taught him that he is a 
sinner; that God has provided salvation for rebels, and 
th^t there is qeither peace nor saftty but under the 
divine protection. 

'* T^e goodness of God in preserving me,"'said this 
miui, " is wonderful. 1 have often stood where one 
man has been cut down on my right hand, and another 
QSk jny left, 1 thought, says I, if God pleases to pre- 
sefve me here, he can do it ; and he has done it : for 
wiiy».ASi l* alive 1 Once, Sir, it was^ hot work! in an 
aotioD, .thirteen men of us were at a gun, and in the 
hottest of the: business, I thought he could preserve in^ 
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■ * 

there ; and so he did, for ev<ery maiii of us thirteen uras 
killed, hut one man and myself." 

Some antipathy this sailor has, bat such as is very 
Teasonahle, a^inst those persons la'ho, for office, m?kk 
a profession of religion, and partake of the Lord*s sap- 
per. He could not '^/^spect a petty officer' of the 
marines, who had a depute with a private man, on the 
subject of their respecHve daims to the Christiaui 
character. The little man, with a carving knifo dan^ 
ling at his hip, terminated the debate by saying, tlith 
an oath, "Weil, well, F am the best Christian, for I're 
come up to the holy table, and you have not." The 
Vanquished tar indeed, had taken many oaths, but nefcr 
the oath of a baptized midshipman, whose profitine lips 
are imbued with sacre mental wme. The chaplain of 
the ship was equally contemptible, hi the opinion of the 
Irishman, because, to use his own words, " he did not 
preach about spiritual things ; and after sermon, woold 
spend the sabbath in playing cards, in fishing, or, if 
near the shore, in bunting, with the other officers. 
Oiice, Sir, for a sermon, he took out a piece of paper, 
and went to reading, that weought to be Aankfiil we 
had such good officers, such a good King, and such a 
^d service ; and that the yoke put on us was not like 
the yoke Bonaparte has put on the neck of Holland. 
Upon this all the sailors arose and capsized their seats 
saying, if he had nothing to preacn to them about what 
they needed to know, they should not hear him.'' 

" Were you not punished," I asked, " for this con- 
temptuous treatment?" 

*' No, Sir ; for the officers knew that the chaplain was 
a worthless fellow ; and six hundred men were quite too 
many for them to punish at once." 



'tub AVXIOVB M0TH6B* ISl" 

Tbis mau is of luiddle-age, and will probably fight 
his last battle, with death, in the Hospital. He meets 
not the king of tenon ib streams of fire, in sounds of 
thunder, and storms of chain-shot ; bat in the form of 
noxious vapour, which unseen, pervades the vitals and 
mingles deadly miasma with the purple streams of life. 
One might as well plunge a dagger into the bosom of a 
ghost, as cdntend with this enemy. 

Hi» greatest present sorrow arises, if I may bdieV^ 
him, from the remembrance of the pro&nity of his 
yottth» and the sins of his riper years. 

The sorrows of a mother, on her death-bed, claim 
peculiar respect Mrs. M — S — said, *' Dear minister, 
what will become of my fatherleat children, when they 
are orphans f This woman is a member of Trinity 
Church, has had all her children baptized Xhert^ and 
with many tears expresses her maternal apprehension^ 
that should she die. they would not " be brought up to 
church, and taught religion/' With gratitude she ac- 
knowledges the kind attentions of Mrs. J— and S— «• 
R-», who have furnished her with work, and assisted 
her to support fbur children, ever since she has been de- 
serted by an intemperate husband. 

She united with me in prayer, in a tearful and very 
devout manner ; yea, when I left the room, her hands 
and eyes were still directed^ to heaven in humble sup^ 
plication. 
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August 17M* 

^' The downcast eye, the tear that flows amaiBy 

** As if to ask her iDnocence again i 

** The cheek that wears the beauteous robe of shame, ■ 

** How loath they leave a gentle breast to blame !*' 

Langhokke. 

Thb man who feels no compassion for a deluded 
female^ who can blush, and weep over her fidl; the 
being, who does not hate the conduct of bewitching 
man, when it terminates in the ruin of domestic peace, 
and the loss of that which makes life desirable to Ae 
infatuated individual, has more than a common ehase of 
original depravity. By the offence of our progenitoTr 
all men are deprived of the original righteousness . which 
be possessed, and what they inherit is corruption ; but 
som^ have more damning ingredients put into their 
compositioKi than others. Some are born tigers, and 
some lions,: and some foxes, and some like the timid 
deer, or the "shorn lamb/* to which God tempers the 
storm. 

The amiable sort of men would be moved at the 
sight of seventeen females, withering in one room, ip- 
the morning of life; and the Christian, would speak to 
them, with gomething of that meekness and tender coa- 
cern, which characterized his divine Master. 

Caroline was one of the number. I found and left 
her in tears. Her mother, her " poor mother," vms the 
theme of her discourse, and tlie remembrance of her, 
the cause of tears. For some months the mother has 
not , heard a word from her daughter, and is at thii 
moment ignorant of her situation. 

I proposed to write to her mother. She declified» 
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and saSd she had thought of wAtiflg herself; but could 
not endure the thought of letting her parent know h^r 
circttmstances* 

** You have another Parent, whom you have mof e 
dcieply offebded/' 

She knew it, she ftaid, but confessed that she was 
more anxious for her mother than herself. ^ Were it 
not for paining my mother, and excitiiig her fears, I 
would write. It is my ttinkt earnest desire to east my- 
icti domk before her. Were it possible, I would go on 
foot ka her a^ I am, and confess all my sins/' 

^'In that manner you must go to a- forgiving God; 
for he alone €an reform your heart abd life. Before 
him yaa muit appear in all your iniquities.'' 

Another scene I have witnessed to-day, wlrfch is 
wostiiy -of record ^n the annals of th^ poon Well dM 
Agar pray, <^give me not poverty,' kst I bepooranU 
stealy and take the name of my God in vain^'' His' 
Honour tiie Mayor, I>e Witt Clinton, in the performand^ 
of his official duty, passed sentence on about tfafhty- 
ca^ffitSy for their respective offences against th^ laWs of 
the country. In the company, which stood at the bar ' 
of judgment, was a young man, of reputable aj^pear* 
ance^ on whom l^ned a delicate young female, wlMi 
was dressed with taste, and had the demeanour of a 
lady* The young man had lately come from £urope to 
BlaetaohnsettB, and, by his gentlemanly addr^s, per- 
sonal attractions, professions of love, or something eli^, 
which captivated the affections, gained the hand of the 
young lady, contrary to her fother's consent. T\> 
escape the indignation of an injured parent, the Ewfh* 
pean^ fled with his prise to New-York ; and (rere^ being; 
in want of money, thought to gain a supply by stealing; 
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n pocket-book. He was defected; collected, and plead- 
ed necessity in extenuation of his crime. On this miier- 
able pick-pocket bangs the happiness of a youthful wife, 
who married withoirt AiUy knowing the chanicter of her 
partner. In her behalf the attorney 'for tbe criminl 
prayed for the mercy of the court. Every eye-was 
moved at her appearance^ every heart at her situatiM. 
His Honour warned her of the danger of continuing^ to 
live with such a man as her husband, in a state tf 
vagrancy, exhorted her to retu]:n to h^r father, and 
remain with her friends until her lover should 'giile 
evidence of an honest, industrious disposition, -and at 
the same time proffered all necessary assistance for bk 
journey. Should this man, said the judge, retrieve his 
character, he might then visit, and claim his wedded 
companion.. In consequence of her youth and tlnpr»- 
tected condition, the criminal was sentenced to kapri- 
sonment in Bridewell for no more than thirty days. The 
-firmness i^ad justice of His Honour,, for which ht k 
deservedly celebrated on the bench> were tampered With 
aiercy ; widi such mercy as it is consi^tedlt with tivjl 
tew to grant*. 

• I 

Ay gust Wtk. 

Yesterday, which was. the sabbath, I perfonded 
my stated services, and to^ay have visited eight wards 
in the Hospital. In. one I found a Spaniard; wh<> ai fcsr 
hours before had fallen from mast-head upon tb.c hatches, 
. and maiigled his crown in a shocking manfi^r> He died 
while I Was there; and such was the vehement cir- 
culation in his system, that hb pulse continued to beat 
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fyr nearly half aa hour after all apparent respiration 
had ceased. 
, In full view 6f this dying oiian, I conversed with J—* 
B--> the old sailor^ who has found his way back to thi^ 
institntlon already, by another season of drunkenness. 
H^ professed great gratitude to God» that in a long sea- 
filriog life, he had not been arrested in a similar manner. 
Ifev^ did I hear oniB insist upon it, with so little affec- 
t^ktipn of humiliation^ that he waa the chief of sinners* 
Rr— lives nndier the terrors of the law, reads his Inble 
in^an ^gony, and gets drunk the first opportunity which 
ppepents Uself. ''Sir, when I am here," said he, " and 
you .preach, pr I fead the bible, I believe every werd> 
and determine. well; but. when I go out into company, 
if. I will not awear -and drink as my messmates do,. I am 
•nobody. Its a hard thing for an old sailor to get tn 
h^fen.'^ 
** You must be contented to be nothing for Christ's 

lake*'' 

i*'Ohl I pray God that he would break .my hard 
beart; and keep me from my sin; and I have long 
prayed, but it will not break: 'tis hard as rock. I do 
not know that I ever prayed aright/' This man presents, 
an awfnl iastanoe of mental agony, and the powei* of 
vicious habits. '' Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots] Then may ye also do good 
Khat; are accustomed to do evil/'* 

• Not long after the abore date, J — R — begged me <o gire 
hfin a Hjmn-Book. He committed many of them to memory, 
wid continued in the lame frame of mind nntil he left the Hoipi* 
M. Sinee that time, I have not seep him, but a respectable Cap* 
tal|i infianM me that R— keeps the Hyijsn-Boqk wA Qible alwaya 
vidi hUni n:ads the«i when sob^r, «' and will not part with thcii 
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The young Englishman coti/ka^ea that be has been t 
thoughtless rake, and is much amazed that God did not 
dash him into atoms ; but that he will acknowledge hb 
^iigustice to his wife does not appcttir. ' 

. Among the people of colour^ i found Richard Nea^ 
m.iMitive of. Delaware, aged twenty-eight years, who « 
Uatted with the rheomatiim* He liv^, in chikAiomH 
in a fiu&Oy which paid decent attention to religion, and 
ia which he obtained some apecuktive knoirledge of the 
way of salvation, «< At that thn^" lie sind, ** I kttim 
Bomethingy Imtfdi nothing.'^ He has 4)^fiett. sick tfvo 
yearly and with tears in his eyes ^MettiesGod ti»t h^ 
difi not cut him off in health; that he lias severely 
mulcted him, and made him acquainted with Jesus 
Christ. Had he died in healthy he flunks that he 
sfanluld certainly have been damned. - • * 

" But how do you know now/' I demanded^ .'^that 
you shall be saved V 

" By the glorious approbation of God's love, whkJk 
he. has put into my heart. He makes me feel that he is 
thp forgiving Godw I know that I am a vile sinner, 
Intt Godwould newr have done this for me, had iiaf 
Christ di^dfor me. lean truly ^ ^ar, declare, that I 
hasK hsidMorethappiu^ss since I have been sick, than I 
rv#r had in my whole life before" 

fy Were you noi^ to appear before God> what do you 
Aink would be your first bOsiness V* 

" I would bless and praiu his holy name for his 
salvation T' 

wlifcn drnnk for love nor money .^' Some have attempted to pikr^ 
cliise them ioi him, bnt every ap|»licatlan enrages bira even td 
profanity, JUW im^iecatinf alMi^, he Will resA, dry, and praf 
ag4lnt ' - . ' ' 



^< What would yoi) do iiextr^ 

^* I would pray G^d to keep me from Hfip for tver, 
imdeoer.** 

Christiaa reader, wch was the eonTevsation of a poor 
Mack man. Does not he eabibit the power of grace t 
Has he not a holy hatred of sin } God has taught hioa 
sounder practical : divinity dian is to be found in nany 
popderous volumes of Christian Doctors. Should not 
this man's proficience in the divine life reprove the 
sluggish believer? 

Would to God that multitudes were like poor iliefaard» 
with the eiceplion of his rheumatism I 
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August 20/A* 

Six wards* in the Almshouse htfve hfSei VisitSftd \o* 
day, and it was found that one or two persons had died- 
in each of them, during the past week. With some of 
the dying I ptay^ed, and with some conversed. One 
man, who has been confined with a fractured limb six 
weeks, has in that time read Owen on the ISOth 
Psalm, and committed to memory twenty-six hymiis. ^ 



»^^.«sr>'4 



Augmt 2Ath. ... 

€arolinb appears to be more coneemed for herse^ 
than she did formerly, when she thought more of dis« 
honouHng'her mother> than of displeasing the dreadful 

* By examining the r^mainin^ manuscript Of the Journal, it 
appears, ^i the ftoieil |»reacher has visited not leM than tea 
wards ii^.the two iii8titii(|<ipi tn^r^ei^y week, betides preaching, oH 
KuB average, five discounefb In IMuie, the reader i^tn peruse t» 
^ridgneot) iastead of the manuscript io fulK 

o 
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God. She says, that she prays, ahnost oomtanfly, thsit 
God would forgive her sins. If this person acts the 
part of a hypocrite, she must be a cousummate mistress 
of her art I know that the eyes may be wiped, when 
thef are dry, and that the man whose heart laughs at 
the inpoeition, may shed tears like the crocodile : bat 
wili the hypocrite always weep? Will the deceiver wet 
his nightly couch, and his morsel of bread with tears 1 
For one, I confess, that although I rarely weep, yet 
I think favourably of the person, whose eye, like thait 
of Joh^ ''ponreth out tears unto God/' ** She weepeth 
sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks^ 
among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all 
her friends have dealt treacherously with her/' 

Even some of her companions, who rarely give each 
othef much credit for sincerity, weep with her. One 
of them listened, while I ^ake to Carolinoy who never 
discovered any feeling before, and the opportunity 
was improved of pressing divine truth home upon her 
mind. 

Almost every day, I exclaim, " Oh ! for a M agdalea 
Hospital !" An institution of this name was opened ia 
London, August lOtb, 1758, and previously to January 
3rd, 1811, admitted four thousand one hundred and 
twenty ^ght females. Of this number, 80 remained ia 
the institution; 103 were removed because they were 
lunatic, subject to fits, or afflicted with incurable dis* 
orders; 75 died; 612 were discharged at their own re- 
quest; 526 were discharged for improper behaviour; 
Und 2732 had been reconciled to friends, placed in ser- 
vice, or provided with reputable occupations* The 
Beport for April 24tb, 1811, states that, <' of the 
Aumber reconciled to friends, or placed m service^ 



some, undonbtediy, Imvc nlapsed into their former errors ; 
but many who left die house at their own request, have 
since behaved well; and several of those discharged for 
improper behaviour in the house have, to the certain 
knowledge of the committee, never returned to evil 
courses. In the year 1791, great pains w^re taken to 
trace out the situatMa of all thoae wo«ieB» who left the 
house during four years, from May 1786 to May 1790; 
and the result of that inquiry, which was made with the 
utmost accuracy «h«wfl» that during that period, about 
TWO-THIRDS of the whole number oi women admitted 
were permanent^ reelawud.*' Of 246 discharged in 
four years, 157 were then behaving well, 74 behaving 
ill, 4 insane in confinement ; and the situatk>n of 10 lin* 
known. ** The women, when discharged from the 
house, are, for the most part, undbB Twenty years 
OF AGE ; and it is an invariable mle not to dbmiss any 
woman, (unless at her own desire or for misconduct,) 
without some means being provided, by which she may 
obtain a livelihood in an honest manner/' 

A chapel is provided for the persons in this Hospital, 
in which the founders, and friends of the charity have 
often heard the most grateful music from the chohr of 
protected females. One of their hymns is peetdiarly 
appropriate and beautiful. 

I shall transcribe it, with the hope that some who 
read it, may hear it stmg in a similar Hospital in 
America. 

" Father of mercies,, hear our pray'n 

For those who do us good ; 
Whose love for us a place prepares, 
And kindly gW es as food. 

2 
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" Each hand and heart, that lends us aid, 
ThoD didst implce^uid guides 

Nor is their bounty nnrepaid, 
lYho for the poor provide. 



> 



<* ThoQ still shalt be our i^tefbl theme 

Thy praise we'll ever sing ; 
Oar friends, the kind refreshing stream. 

But thou, th* unfailing spring.. 

^' For those whose goodness founded this, 

A better house prepare ; 
Receire them to thy beov'nij blin^ 

And may we meet them there t 

*< May all the pleasing pains they share 
Be crown*d with wish'd success ; 

The present age applaud their care, 
And future ages bless I 

" So shall the helpless, who remain. 

Exposed as we before. 
Increasing still our humble strain, 

With louder songs adore.' 



»> 



August Tnth. 

A SERVANT of an excelient fiunily is now sick in the 
Hospital. Servants of colour can be more fiuthfully 
attended In thb house, than in almost any private 
dwelling; and when their masters support then, it 
should not be considered unkind to transmit them to 
the care of ever-watchful nurses and physicians* 

To this nlan the preacher said, *' How great was the 
condescension of Christ in coming down from heaven to 
save sinners!" 

The patient rolled over in bed, rubbed the large 
plaister on his breast in extreme agony, and lifting his 
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hands and eyes to heaven^ said ''Q Ood» forgive! Yes, 
he is a dear, dear, dear Jesus.'' He could not speak 
louder than a whisper, hut perhiqps Christ was never 
called precious in a more a£fecting manner. 

To be a servant in a religious femily is an inestimahle 
blessing. This person was taught the way of life thro' 
the example and counsel particularly of his mistress. 

Mr. T. S. C — , has lately begun to read the Bible in 
one of the wards of black people, and it is said that 
his hearers are very attentive to the aged lay-preacher. 
Caroline lo<4is raiseraUy. She has seasons of weeping, 
which not unfrequently last all day and all night. Every 
person in the house seems to fed deep compassion bit 
her. 
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August 29<A. 

A DYING man requested that some minister might 
be invited to pray with him. When the Orderly-man, 
who is very attentive to all the sick in such cases, asked 
whom he should call ; the patient replied, " I have al- 
ways belonged to the Episcopal church, but I do not 
care who comes, or what is his denomination, M be is 
a good man and can pray.*' He made an attempt to 
speak to the writer; but after many struggles whis- 
pered, " Oh ! I lament that I cannot talk with you/^ 
, The confessioii3 of sin, contained in the excelleat 
form of prayer to which he had been accustomed were 
repeated, exj^ained, and enforced. Then the doctrine 
of pardon, which is set foirth in the same liturgy, was 
exhibited* After a short pause» he whispered,, saying, 
*' When the wicked man turneth away from Iiis wicked- 
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ness that he hath comnitted, and doeth that \i^hich b 
lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. I have 
' been a very great sinner, b«t 1 have been several years 
reformed." There was no evidence to disprove this 
testimony, and charity hopeth all things. It was inti- 
mated, however, that the sinner always needs pardoD ; 
and that, when truly reformed, hb only foundation of 
hope is the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Af- 
ter uniting in prayer with the writer, the dying man 
requested another visit. 

Another man was the object of peculiar attentioB, 
because he is nigh unto death, and perhaps equally 
near to hell ; who is so disgusted with this state of 
suffering that he wishes to die, and thinks this resigna- 
tion. He is confident of perfect preparation to go to 
his Father; and will confess that he is a sinner, but 
discards the Saviour. Such hope is without foundation ; 
such resignation, or rather, dissatisfaction with divine 
providence, is impiety; and all such religion worse 
than vain. 

Mrs. M — S — , who is bloated with the dropsy, dis- 
covered so much concern for her youngest son, that a 
young man went in search of him, to procure him a 
lodging in the Almshouse. The lad was found with a 
family which resides in a cellar, and is supported by 
selling vegetables, and making coarse shoes. The shoe- 
maker had protected the child for some weeks, and fed 
him gratis ; but said that he could not keep him long, 
because he was too small to set upon the bench of hb 
profession. **Well then, my little fellow,^' said the 
young gentleman, taking the boy by thie hand, " I will 
get you a birth in the Almshouse^ for I am too poor to 
keep you/* 
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The cobler and his wife came to the door with sad 
countenances. The frugal pair had potatoes to seU, 
and could make shift to lire by the sweat of the brow. 
" I would gladly kieephan," said the man, ** biit I ha?e a 
large family, and he cannot carii any thing yet/' 

He was about to be led away to a sad place. '"Tis a 
pity/' said the good woman, '' that such a likely child 
should go to the poor-house : let him stay here." 

It was concluded that the boy should remain where 
he was, until his mother was dead, of untill a more 
eligible situation could be found. 

The poor are frequently more beneficent than the 
rich : and the person who of hb penury gives all that 
he has, when duty demands it, shall be more honour- 
able than those who give but a pittance from their 
luxuries, but two mites from their abundance, " It ia 
more blessed to give than to receive." 



August 30/A. 

This morning the Episcopalian was not to be found 
iu the laud of the living. The man who boasted of 
perfect resignation, said much more than any good 
inan would desire to hear. He took the preacher by 
the hand and the button, to make him listen to deistical 
whisperings. Although he was so £ir gone in the c^n- 
samption that he could not utter a loud word, yet he 
said, ''I thank God that I am willing to die, because I 
am prepared ; and that 1 have from my cradle despised 
nil this dispute about Methodbm^ Presbyterianism, and 
Episcopacy, I care for none of their systems; and 
thank God that all the preachers in the world cannot 
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drive me oot of my sentkiidits. If I fireqoented the 
grog^opSy I did ndt mjself drink to excess, nor per- 
. take with those who blaiphcfned their Maker. On the 
sabbtdi I sat and smoked in a friendly way widi my 
neighbours, while others were running to this and thst 
church, to show their new clothes, to hear a new preach- 
er, and to criticise his dbcourse. Now, Sir, which of 
us was in the best caset'' 

''Neither of you conducted yonraelf in such a man- 
ner as to please God^ and neither of you,|if sensible 
of his guilt, could die with composure.*' 

He rejoined^ <' O I would not be in the case of these 
church-going hypocrites for the world, for I have walk- 
ed behind them when returning from church, and have 
heard them talk about the pretty felk)W8, and the girls, 
and the fine things they saw there I Why ! I spent my 
time in a rational way V^ 

** Will you not allow that you have sometimes sin- 
ned 1 And how can you with the least sin appear be- 
fore a just God ? What would you say in justification 
of yoursdf, after you had been obliged to plead guilty?' 

His answer was, '' If I am guilty, I would bow and 
be stiU ; for I would not tell a lie, which would cer- 
tainly be sinful. I should expect God to treat me as a 
school-master does a boy. The master fiogs him for 
jtelling a lie, but assiues him, that it is for the false- 
iiood, and not for his previous behaviour ; for he would 
bave forgiven .that. But God will not make me plead 
or confess auy thing, for he knows all things; and what 
would be the use of my telling him that 1 am a sinner?' 

When the nan|e of Jesus was introduced, he knit his 
brows in a terril^ frown.; and when asked if he be*' 
lieved in Christ, evaded the subyect by coughing. 



CAROLINE ORATSFITU .X6& 

Not like this Deist is the negro servant of P— R — . 
He trembled with emotion when he confessed himself 
guilty before God; and after prayer said, like one 
whose soul was going out in faith to meet the Deske of 
nations, '' O ! he is a precious Jesus/' 



September 2fuf. 

Many circumstances conspire to render Gardine^s 
return to the paths of virtue probable; and particularly 
the benevolent feelings of the matron and house-phy- 
sician. A mother could not do more for a daughter, 

' or ^culapius for his sister, than is done for this young 
woman. The attempt is now faithfully making to re- 
store the fallen. The attentions which she receives 
appear to excite gratitude. In answer to some examina- 
tion into the state of her soul, she said, " I think I may 
say with Joseph concerning the enemies of my peace» 
that /A^ meant it for evil, but God meant it for goad. 

' Had not God suffered me to have been afflicted, I 
might never have known him. I ^as one of the gayest 

' of the gay, and most inconsiderate of the thoughtless. 
Now I feel an earnest desire to serve my Maker. I 

' thought it the most unfavourable thing vdiicli could 
happen, to be compelled to come to this place ; I 

' thought it death ; but it was ordered kindly, thirst, I 

- bless God ; and next, I am grateful to man.'' She con- 
tinues to feel so anxious about lier mother^ that the 
writer insisted on addressing a letter to her. This' he 
had frequently done, but C— was unwilling to have 
her situation known, until she could sppexa in person 
before her parent. : < • i. 



My sins against maD/' said the weeping C— > ''I fed 
Iq be comparatively nothing ; it si against God that; 
I have sinned> and now that is the thing which trou- 
bles me most. I hope he will forgive me ; but if not,, 
1 would wish to live a religious life." 

A letter was exhibited to her, of which the foUowiog, 
is a copy :. 

N«w-Tori(> SepjU 6,. 1811. 
MADAM, 

" One who bts the feelings of a mother irill be 
happy to learn» evea from a stranger, the situation •f 
an absent daughter^ Caroline was luNHight to this eity» 
by that base young man, who obtained leave to take 
her on a visit to his friends,, in the character of his iB« 
tended bride r and. here, as it became a ddibeiate vil- 
lain, in a strange land, at the distance of some hundred 
miles from her friends, attempted to destroy his. victim. 
She was in the power of one whom she loved before 
she discovered his treacherous designs, and without the 
means of escape, when, under the most iusidtous ex- 
cuses, and with all fair promises, he attempted to de- 
prive her of honour, peace, and every thing wiiicb can 
endear society, or support one while passing through 
the valley of the shadow of death/ She did not come 
to this place and thia situation with her own knawkdge 
and consent; for how should she, equally a stranger to 
all the crooked paths of the vrorld, know that she was 
going to New- York, instead of P-«*l 

''The snare of the fowler, I trust, is now broken, and 
the bird has escaped from lib nets. Youir daughter is 
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^et alive. He could not so harden her heart as to 
make her forget yott« Her tears^ incessantly flowing; 
"were troublesome to his adamantine bosom, for a con* 
tinual dropping will produce some effect on the most 
obdurate substance. He therefore deserted her. Now 
she blesses his absence, and Ihinkis she will never wil- 
lingly see his face again. He left her» impaired in 
health, without means of support, without money to 
return to you, and with a broken heart. But the Lord 
'was pleased to provide* hi her sickness, her affecting 
*case wai made known to -the benevolent, and she is 
410W under the care of one who faithfully acts the part 
*of a mother in -counsel and care. Who this person is, 
that even weeps with Caroline in her sorrows, she may 
in due time inform you. A short time since, your 
xhild wept so incessantly, that vft were fearful death 
"would proceed from a wounded spirit. 

''.You must not think of sending for her at presently 
for her health will not allow her to take a journey. 
She h not, however, confined to her bed, but is in 
a state of convalescence. Tell me, would you gladly 
and kindly receive your child? Please to return an 
answer to the writer, and she shall be made acquainted 
urith it. 

** In the course of six or seven weeks,'you may, possi« 
lily, receive your daughter, through the benevolence of 
Christian friends, to the embraces of that bosom yiluch 
su{^rted her in in&ncy. She wishes now to go to you 
on foot over all the rugged miles. Be contented then^ 
for the present, to know, that she is duteous in affec^ 
tion to her absent mother/' 

After Caroline had* perused the letter^ the writer de* 
maaded if he should send it 
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*< If yoo insist upon it/' was the reply. All who Wete 
disposed to assist her^ were persuaded, that a kind 
answer from her mother would promote her recovery^ 

Q. "What is your mother's name V 

A. "Martha." 

Q. "Where does she reside r 

A. " She did live in G — ^11, where I was horn." Of 
course the writer forwarded the letter to Mrs. M— * 
S — U» the family name of Caroline^ and expects a & 
▼ourabie aoswei^ 

September 6tk* 

Omb Ward of the Almshouse, in which I preached a 
few days ago» has lost four of its tenants since that 
time; and to-day, some of my feeble, but constant 
hearers, were found dangerously sick. Some - of these 
discovered tlie benign influence of truth already che- 
rished, while others needed to be taught the "first prin* 
ciples of the oracles of God. 

Mrs. E — C— r sat gloomy, mtbout complaint; 
afflicted, but not cast away; in sorrow, but not in 
despair. "Do come," she said/ "and pray with me, 
again on the next sabbath, for I cannot go to hear you. 
I have been long travelling through this world, but I 
think I am almost home. I confess myself a helpless 
sinner, left to the mercy of God. iVe nothing to plead 
but my own guilt, and Chrisf s righteousness." 

No sooner had I darkened the door of that room 
which is the receptacle of the skeletons of lost females, 
than I heard a little giri at the most remote part of 
the ward, exclaim, in a tone which indicated pleasure 
comminglefd with pain, ^^ Oh ! there he is again!" Pass- 
ing by many whose countenances were new to me, I 
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tt)>pr#ached her whose voice I had heard, because I 
thought her face fatnifiar to me \ but I could neither 
Remember her nastfe, nor the place in which I had seen, 
iier. I looked her full in the fiice ; and she could look 
lipon mie no more. 

*' Have I not seen you before f 
' •• Yes, Sir:' 

** I do not renreiiibef Hvhefe. Yon do not look like 
any per^c^ that I ptfrfecftly remember, and I rarely for- 
get a face." 

'' You hate seen me in ihe Hospital, Sir, and there 
I have heard you preach:* 

*' Can it be possible that yon are the once beautiful 
girl of fifteen) Was it you who made many promises 
of reformation t Is yonr name M — D — 1" 

She tvept an affirmative answer. 

''How difierent! how fallen, from what you then 
was) Then you was neat ; now you are covered with 
filth. Then you was in comfortable health, and we 
had, at one time, nmch hope of rescuing you from your 
perilous situation ; but now yon are merely the shadow 
of yourself. You are so emaciated that 1 did not know 
you. Do you remerhber my warnings]" " O yes. Sir,** 
she sobbed out, " with shame I remember." 

" And in spite of all remonstrances yon haVe pur- 
sued your old course, only to find renewed experience 
of what you well knew before, that the wjly of trans- 
gressors is hard ; for now your flesh and health, which 
might have been preserved, seem to be Entirely gone. . 
Do not think that I delight to reproach you. I pity 
you, for you are not Seventeen years of age ; you are 
motherless, and I would still be the instrument of 
saving you." * ' 

p 
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$Iic could only answer by the faint hue wlricl^ flul* 
tcred over her wan cheek, and sunk again upon her 
withered heart, that could ill afford to part with any of 
its vital fluids even for the blush of shame. 

In a room contiguous to this, were many persons of 
the same moral character, who requested prayers. Some 
faces were white with the bleaching of death-blasts; 
spme were scarlet, in consequence of a free use of 
ardent spirits; some were covered with sores; some 
had lost the use of their eyes, and some had. met with 
that too common calamity, the loss of the nose. Would 
to God, that the inconsiderate would reiect, for one 
moment, that libidinous indulgence is rottenness to 
the bones ! I have seen a case, in which I verily believe^ 
that my baud could have wrung the limbs asunder; 
and in another case, the bones of the he^ were so 
affected, that, at the moment of death, the skull of a 
full grown man burst asunder, and his brains gushed 
out. In such horrid descriptions I have no delight; 
but let the youth, who tampers with temptation, beware 
of taking the leap into that abyss whence few return. 

After I had conversed with M — B — ^ who affords 
renewed hope that she is a daughter of Sarah by faith, 
a y<Hing woman of full, broad face, blue eyes, and 
Scotch dialect, wished to speak to me. Of this person 
Bums might have sung, in his tenderest strains, to the 
** mountain daisy:** 

'* Sucb 18 the fate of artless maid, 
Sweet flow "ret of the rural shade I 
By love's simplicity betray 'd, 

In gnileless trust, 
TiU she, like thee, all spoIlM, is laid 

Low i' the dost." 
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When the writer approached, she discovered great 
agitation, and it was long before she could say, " Oh ! 
Sir^ I have a hard, hard heart : it will not break : it will 
not break/' 

''God can break the hard heart, and make it soft ; 
be can wash the foulest, and make it clean/' 

** Oh! but I fear he will not. I hnow he can, but 
J have been so vile, that he will not. He will leave 
me to perish in my sins. My heart will ndt submit: 
J cannot bear to die r 

''Does the hope of worldly -pleasure make you wish 
to continue on the earth V* 

'' Oh, no ! no !• but since I have devoted the morn- 
ing of my existence to sin^ I want to live, that I may 
lead a different life, and go again to that Church 
which I have dishonoured.*' 

*' I presume that you are of Scotch-Irish extrac-- 
tion r 

" Yes, Sir, and I have more to answer for than 
those who surround me, because I have been well tn- 
structed. I was accustomed to attend Dr. t* ■ *< 
church ; I was taught the way of life, but now my 
heart will not submit. I cannot tell you how vile- 'I 
am*' 

"That is very true; for who can understand his 
errors 1 Who but God can tell how vile any one is?" 

" Oh ! I am a thousand times worse than I r«m. 
think. I cannot tell you how I feel. My heart rejects 
and buffets, and hates the Lord Jesus Christ: but O, 
/ wish that he would break it." 

Such anguish of spirit I never witnessed before, nor 
is it easy to conceive of stronger convictions of the ob- 
duracy of the human haart than she manifested, **Ia^ 
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nothing hut pollution from the heginnimgt from my 
original," was the burden of her. oomplamt. It was 
admitted that all which she said of her own iniquity 
was true, while she was reminded, that those who 
doubt the divine disposition and ability to save, ac- 
count God a liar. Mercy was renewedly proffered, bat 
she would not be comforted. The knowledge which 
.this person, A — . T — , possesses, in religious matters, 
is truly surpt'ising. She seems to have been a systema- 
tic theologist from her childhood. The confessions of 
sin, which are frequently made, are various. Once a 
woman, with all the pride of humility reigning in her 
heart, came to her clergyman, and said, " Sir, I am a 
vile sinner, I feel that I am one of the greatest hypo- 
crites in the world.'' ^yith a countenance almost as 
much disfigured as her own, the minister replied, " So 
you are, good woman ;*' whereupon she turned away, 
saying in a tone of exasperation, "You lie, I a'n't!" 
The confessions of A — T — are not of this descrip- 
tion. 

The young man who disowns his wife has so far 
recovered as to have been carried from the Hospital to 
a boarding-house. Those who were fellow-patients 
with him inform me that his injured wife called to see 
him before his departure, but he rewarded her kindness 
with contempt, and said, that of all women she was 
most odious to him. Sinners, wh0 have neither the 
conscience nor honour to repair an injury, commoiJy 
hate those most whom they have most abused. ** A ly- 
ing tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it." Prov, 
xxvi. 28. 

The deist, whose case veas stated on the 30th of 
August last| ijs probably sealed unto perdition. He told 
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some young friends, who paid him a visit, that when 
he was dead, he should go to hell, and would stand at 
the door, to calf them in, when they came along that 
way, that he might have the pleasure of raking open 
the coab of the bottomless pit, to warm them. This 
is only a specimen of the impiety of this dying man. 



September 12th. 

''I HAD rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.^ This 
is, undoubtedly, the sentiment of every pious heartl 
Nevertheless, a door-keeper of a church of God is 
compelled, by poverty, to take up his residence in the 
Hospital. " You will please to pray with us, before 
you go," said a tall man of venerable appearance, " for 
I am glad to meet you here.'' His manner was winning, 
and his long hair, neatly combed, was all white with 
winter. Well do I remember with what alacrity he 
unfolded the doors of a church for me, and made all 
necessary preparation for public worship. I knew him 
to be a Christian, and wondered at finding him in an 
institution of public charity. The truth was found to 
be, that having become too feeble, from an accidental 
injury, to perform the duties of his office, and support 
his aged wife, he concluded to seek for health where 
he could enjoy the moans without expense to himself. 
The church to which he belongs is rather embarrassed 
in pecuniary matters; and the Lord be praised that the 
Hospital 13 upen to all of every nation ; to those who 
have money, and to those who liave none. It rarely 
contains, however, such a combination of dignity, po- 
verty, and piety, as are found iu this Irishman. 

P 3 
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A-r T — renmbs id the same state of- body and 
. nuod. Her mental angubh is unutterable. M — B — 
and M — D— yfere seated on a bed together, beside 
their agonizing companioo. The first I exhorted to 
instruct the second; for both have tasted the bitter 
cup of transgression, but one has much more know- 
ledge than the other. The reader may wish to learn 
aomethiiig of M — D — 's history. When health re- 
turned to her in the Hospital, she became insensible 
to past wickedness and misery. While remaining there, 
that some place of residence might be found for beiy 
or some occupation procured, she became acquainted 
with a young man whose conduct and situation had 
been similar to her own. He promised, on leaving the 
Institution, to become her protector. Accordingly, when 
he was ready to depart, she eloped, and they met, to 
reside in the suburbs. His protection was of short 
duration; hi^ money was soon gone; she returned to 
the practice of Corinth, and multiplied abominations, 
more than her sisters, Samaria and Sodom. Extreme 
sickness was the result ; and having lodged for a few 
nights in a cellar with blacks, she was brought to the 
Almshouse. The way. of lewdness is the shortest way 
to hell. 

September" ISth. 

Mrs. M — S — , who was introduced to the reader's 
acquaintance on the lC2nd page of this work, has 
rapidly declined for several days past ; and at length 
Las Mien asleep. Her eldest child, a daughter, is at 
service, and maintains her youqgest sister, who cannot 
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be more than three years of age. The second daaghter 
UKas taken under the care of the matron of the Hospital, 
who ha3 procured an excellent situation in the country, 
where the child will be kept from much of the evil that 
b in the world. The eldest son is a young man, who 
has gone to sea, and her other child is a lad of nine 
years, who liyes with the cobler. The good mother 
had a few anxieties before death, which were not un- 
amiabie. She could not close her eyes until, some one 
had promised to be a guardian to each of her helpless 
orphans. In addition to this, she obtained a promise 
from her eldest daughter, that her body should be 
deposited in one of the grave yards of her church. It 
seems no more than reasonable, that the richest church 
in America should give her poor saints their last bed ; 
for there is something pleasing to most persons, in the 
thought of having their dust gathered to. the ashes of 
their fathers. At any rate, if this be a weakness, it is 
not censurable, and Rebecca gave her mother the pro- 
mise, which she punctually fulfilled. With composure^ 
with hope, the fond mother went to rest, where th<( 
wicked cease from troubling. 



Sepiemba^ 14/ A. 

For three or four dsiys and nights Caroline has wept 
almost incessantly. Something gives her great uneasir 
ness, when any one speaks of her mother. If her grief 
should continue, she will never meet her forsaken 
parent. 

The young man, who promised to protect an un- 
guarded boy, to-day sought his charge^ at the poor cob- 
ler*s cellar, but could not find him. Last night he 
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WHS there, biU where he was when hi? ^niardiao notk^ 
hiin uone oou! J sa^ ; tor hoU' could a labouriDg mab 
watch a playful child 1 He was sought id the slreeti^ 
but could Dot be fouud. Night aod hunger will pr<>* 
bably bring him home; for these regulate hondreds, 
who ex|)erience do other government. 

At the request uf Mrs. P — R — , the writer visited a 
poor widow of the city. Her husband has been dead 
two years. She has six cliildren ; the eldest of whom 
is fifteen years of age, and can afford considerable as- 
sbtaoce. About three months ago, a son of seven years 
was taken sick with the small-pox. For seven weeks 
the widow paid such attention to this lad, that she did 
not once, during that time, sleep with her clothes off. 
The child died ; and the mother, through debility and 
a severe cold, was immediately confined to her bed, 
from which she may never arise. When I entered, the 
breakfast-table Witli \U scanty furniture was standing 
beside her bed, and the daughter was preparing some 
tea. She insisted on having the table removed, for the 
present, sayin^; that '^ to hear religious conversation and 
unite in prayer is better than daily food/' The only 
chair in the room afforded me a seat beside her, while her 
daughter stood by the fire, and at my back was posted 
a young man in mean attire. 

** 1 never thought of religion. Sir," she said, " until 
my child died. Since that, many ladies come here to 
see me, and talk about Christ ; and O, it comforts my 
heart. I bless God that he is so good to me, in sending 
friends/* 

She confessed her exceeding sinfulness in every thing, 
but particularly mourned her past neglect of the sab* 
bath and public worship. Now, might God permit. 
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she ^ weM gUulfy crawl on her hmuU and knte$ along 
He streets to any church, and should think herself 
happy if she could get even to the nearest methodist 
fntyer meeting.** 

David desired in sickness restoration, that he might 
Yisit the sanctuary ; ^ But, good woman, the Gospel ii 
brought nigh to you. It is proclaimed in your chamber. 
Here the Lord Jesus assures you that he is able and 
willing to save, and that none who come to hinv shall be 
rejected." 

*-* That I know, Sir, and in that Irefoice, for the 
word of God teaches me. Christ is all the hope of 
my poor heart. That young man (she pointed- to the 
one behind me,) lives near this, and when he comes in 
every day, I get him- to read two or three chapters to 
me. O, I've got a bible, Sir: Mr, S — brought it to 
me. It is a fine book!'' 

" May the reading do the young man good." " 0» 
Sir," she rejoined, " I hope it will break his heart, and 
then he will turn from sin. There*s nothing like it. It 
WILL break the heart.** 

Her anxiety for him seemed to pierce him ; for the 
pofor young labourer was solemn and silent 



September \hih, 

Mr. Rooms, the present superintendent of the- 
State's Prison, in whichvl preached to-day, related the 
following anecdote. 

Not long since two persons were In this place of con- 
finement, who gave satisfactory evidence that they were 
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tnily converted to God. Mc Donald, who was cottt 
mitted for horse-stealing, first became an exempkiy 
man, and lodged in the room with one Johnson. Thif 
man was committed for forgery, and after a long con^ 
finement, attempted to make his escape by leaping from 
the wall. Previously to this attempt, he had conducted 
like an altered man ; and even a Christian might be ioh 
duced to believe, that escape from penalty, where it is 
possible, afler long infliction of it, is no crime. In the 
act of leaping, he burst an artery of his leg, and morti- 
fication followed. Sensible of the near approach of 
death, he desired to speak with his old room-mate. The 
keeper brought Mc D — into his 'presence, when the 
dying man said, with tender familiarity, '' Well, Mac, I 
am going to di«, snd I wanted to discharge a debt d 
gratitude. 1 owe you everlasting thanks, for had it not 
been for your exertions and example, I should not have 
known any thing of Christ. I could not die in peace 
without confessing to you, that when you and I came to 
live in the same room, I hated you because you was 
religious. When you talked to me, I wished that you 
would hold your tongue ; and often, when you read the 
bible or prayed at night, 1 used to put my handkerchief 
over my head and stop my ears; but finally, the more I 
strove against your religion, the more it worked on me« 
In short, I had no peace until I took to praying too. 
Now I thank God that I can die in comfort. I bless 
God for 2 our instructions, with my dying breath/^ Af^er 
this be sp(4e in sublioie strains of the pleasures of par- 
doned sin, prayed in a loud voice with the keeper and 
Mc 1) — , and immediately died. He was thirty-seven 
years of age; and not long after, in his forty-first year» 
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followed Mc Donald, whose death was tranquil, and 
even triumphant. 

The reader will be gratified with some of this last 
person's writing. With a few slight alterations in a few 
Words, but none in the sense, I shall present 

A COPY 

OF YERSES WRITTiar BT MR. MC bONAU) WHILE IN PRISOIT.* 



John 1.17. &8.39. & U. 6. 

James 5. 1 — 6. 

Lake 13. so. A 31. 

Bcclesiastes 3. 1—13. 

1 Cor. 1. Si— SO. Col 9. 8. 

James 4. 8» 

Matt. 7. 7. 

Gal. ft. ft. John 14. 13, 14. 

ProT. 8. 9. 

9 Cor. 4. 3. 

1 Cor. 9. 14. 

Rom. 19.8. Eph. 4. 93. Col. 3. 10. 

1 Cor. 3. 18. 

James 1.6,6. 

John 16. 34. Jer. 60.4,l». 

1 John 3. 33, 33. 

RoiA. ft.1. PB.119.I6ft.Phil.4.6,7. 

Isavih 96. 3, 4. 

lCor.ie.13. PreT,3. 31— 94. 

Isaiah 58. 11. Luke 1. 79. 

Col. 1. 3, 7. 

John 8. 33, 36. Gal. 5. 1. 

I^a. 9*. 7. 3 Cor. 3. 13—18. 

Rom. 8. 1. 31. 



I. 

Ye busy minds, that seek for truth. 
Must own that pleasure, pelf, or paitt| 
Are sure rewards in early yooth. 
And all that man in life can gain: 
Unless to urisdom he should cry. 
Should by the Spirit strive to move. 
And call the blest Redeemer nig^h. 
To §rant that faith which works by lore. 

II. 

The Bible^s precepts all are plain. 
And right, to them that knowledge Sad % 
But natVal tongues can ne*er explain. 
Unless the Lord renew the mind. 
Become a fool, if youll be wise. 
And wisdom seek from God above : 
Then ask of him, he*ll not despise. 
But freely grant his pardoning Iotc* 

III. 

O then, sweet peace, to conscience dear. 
Will make her kind abode, with tbee^ 
And through this mgged path will steer. 
Thy bark teoin ev*ry danger free. 
Nb doubts shall in thy bosom rise. 
For God in Christ has made thee free. 
The Tall hAs taken from thine eyes. 
To walk in gospel liberty. 



« Mc D States, that he was ijidaced to write these lines, 

by listening to different teachers, examining many denominations 
of Christians, and finding, to his surprise and alarm, that many 
swerve from the scriptui-es of troth, ** which COBtwn the divine 
mysteries of God.'* 
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IV, 

Matt. S. C If any thint for ri^liteouBett^ 

Luke 6. 91. Or hunger for the bread of lif«, 

JtltA 4.10, 1ft. & 6. S6. A 7. 37, S8. Cbrut fills tbelr souls with happineto ) 

Isa. 68. 4. Nor shall they drink a&tedly strife. 

John 1. 19. All, who believe upon his name, 

1 John S. 1, 9. Are JusUy stylM the sons of God : 

Tito* 9. 13, U. Heb. 19. 9. By fkith and hope they tnist in hint, 

1 Pet 1. 19. Who nbad^ atoaeniMit with Us blood. 

V. . 

^oha 6. 99. Christ says this is the work of God, 
John 3. 14— IS. T* believe on him whom God hath sent; 
John 6. 35^63. To eat his flesh, and dru&k his blood* 
Isa. tS.lft, 16b Her. 9. 17. By faith yonUl see wiiat bread he meant t 

The waters are the Word of God, 
Eph. 5. 96. To sanctify and cleanse the soul ; [word!* 
John 1. 1. Col. 9. 9. And scri|>ture proves that Christ's tlM 
Eer. 19. 13. Uph. 8. Ift— 9d. Which truly Comprehends the wWe. 

VI. 
tdAe 18.94. Jam.4.S.Heb.It.6. Then let \is itriTe, and lon^ endure, 
Rom. 6. 1. Eph. 9.13. 18. By fkith to make oar peace with God, 
9 Pet. 1. 10. Our calling and election sure. 
Rev. 6. 16, 17. Heb. 9.3,19,2J». And thiis escape his wrathful rod. 

Isa. 45. 91. John 14.97. The Lord is just. In Christ there's peaoei 
liuke 9. 3—33. Acts 4. 19. And that salvation which we praise : 
Rom. 10. 17. Eph. 3.17. may our faith and love increase, 
9 Cor. 9.15. Hebk 13. 19. And God receive the songs we raise. 

On the back of the paper, which contains the ibre« 
going performance, the author has said, " Whosoever 
will peruse the within passages of scripture, with the 
same attention with which I have selected them, will not 
fail of reaping a due reward frori> that gracious Bene- 
factor, whose mercy endured to aU generations.*' 

By the same Prisoner, who conceived himself to have 
been convicted by false-witnesses, 

Vou who can spare one moment's time, 
And listen to a trae complaint. 
Will not accuse me of a crime, 
Nor tliink me void of just restraint, 



When yoa considerireli the emiue 
OrcNeltyirhich i^aioiaiofcs v 
FW A6f ftgaimt-OMf In^leMtaAe bnv B 
Would I abi evil' #01^ pr6iioaoce. 

But fate, afr wboie deereei we gseM, 
By eril mcd i«tl^fn|; neti, ' 
Has cast'ims Into lorfe'dtitfav, 
Like tome wild montter in a den ; 
OppresTWith solitude and thought, 
WlUch cause i^y vind.full oft to roam, 
And ruminate M>€ir wiles that brought 
Me to this tad, 'imcowtly home. 

Here months, to me like days untold, 
iPass o*eT my head with strong regress : 
Samaritans c&nnot behold. 
But Priests and Levites daily pass. 
Like Pharaoh's butler* one did say, 
** Alas 1 I have you long forgot, 
** And do recall my fault this day (** 
But to relieve me hastened not. 

Divided fi^m all friendship dcarv 
For wife ai4 children here I grieve i 
tn solemn, socret, fervent pray*r, 
I seek to him who can relieve 1 
Well knowing -that the arm of man. 
Though bound by oaths in solemn trust) - 
Will deviate from virtue's plan. 
And leave me hopeless in the dust. 

When I am far remov'd from hence. 
And once that common debt is paid, 
My false accusers must come thence, 
Before the Judge of quick and dead: 
There no false pleadings can be heard, 
Nor silver tears commend a man : 
That God who only must be fear*d, 
Will work his just and upright plan. 

Q 
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Then shall the wicked torn to bell, 
Yfith aU the blind that koQw not God» 
Ko parasite shall then excel, 
Nor splendid pomp relief afford f 
Pare faith and loye shall ornament 
The bearer's head as with a crown. 
And I no longer shall lament, 
Kor earthly nuMiarchs.oii me frown. 

September 16^A* 

Man, who cannot search the heart, must often be 
influenced in his conduct by the outward appearance. 
Judging from what the human eye cau discover, there 
has beeu more reason to indulge the hq>e of reclaiming 
Caroline, than any one of her companions. She has, 
therefore, received more attention in the Hospital than 
any one of her class ever enjoyed there before. All 
persons concerned in the immediate care of the patients 
seem to have conspired for her restoration. This has 
given some of the inhabitants of her w%rd great oflrence> 
and they seek to find satisfaction /by tormenting her. 
The motives which dictated the following letter, which 
was given to Caroline by the matron, will appear from 
the perusal. 

** New^Yorkf September 16M, 181 K 
CAROLINE, 

*' Your situation is indeed a trying one. You need 
consolation, and I regret that the malevolence of those 
unhappy women, with whom you are confined, should 
render it necessary for me to speak to you in particular, 
less frequently than I could wish. Their opinion of my 
attention is Bothing to me^ but I am unwilling that yoU 
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shottld experience from them needless persecution^ 
Would to Grod that they were as desirous of instruction 
and as grateful for kindness as you appear to be. You 
must patiently bear their scofis, for you have fallen into 
their society ; but if they call you a hypocrite, that will 
not make you one. See that you finally prove your 
sincerity. You must expect reproach for your past 
sins, from those who know nothing of penitence ; and 
you perceive in their unkindness, that the unrenewed 
heart is ever opposed to the merciful Redeemer. An 
abandoned woman is neither willing to enter the king- 
dom of heaven herself, nor pleased that others should 

. be saved. Let your wicked room-mates continue to say 
tbaf you will soon elope with the parson or doctor,-^ 
because we seek your salvation. Regard them not, et« 

'. (sept it be to pray for their conviction and conversation. 

' Were they disposed to receive assistance, we should as 
gladly proffer it to them as to you. Receive from us 

. Uiis assurance, that so long as yon continue to maintain 
the humility, penitence, and spirit of new obedience^ 
which we think are manifest in you, we will act the part 
of friends. If God preserves our lives, you shall not 
from necessity be cast out to the contempt and misery 

. of the world. Should you die in the Hospital, your 
body shall be intef red with respect ; but should yon re- 
cover and be rejected by your relatives, some occupation 
shall be provided, which will yield you the means of 

. comfortable and reputable subsistence. Be of good 

. courage^ the Lord will provide. To him you are 
indebted for all those circumstances which elevate you 
above many of your fallen fellow-sinners. If you are 
truly penitent, it is God who has pierced your soul with 
arrows of conviction; who has slain you by the-law» 

Q 2 
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that you may live by the gospel, to the praise of Christ's 
righteousness ; and who has made the blood of his graci- 
ous coveaaat precious to your soul. Remember, then, 
tt^i with God there is mercy, that he may be feared, 

: and trusted too. 

J* it is not time, calculating on the usual delay of 
country post-offices, to expect a letter from your mother; 
but so ^oon as I receive one you shall know its contents. 
In the mean time, seek to compose, your mind by iht 

^.consideration that Jesus died to save sinners. I>OB0t 
read too much, lor yocu- mind becomes confused, aad 
you derive no advantage. Young persons, when aniuous 

. to know the way of life, commonly fall into this erroc^ 
They read much, and think little. It is as much jnnr 

. 4uty, at proper seasons, to compose yourself for sleep, 
as at other times to pray. Above all things, receive the 
testimuny of God, concerning his Son, that he sent him 
into tiie world to save the cbi^f of sinners. Not to be- 
lieve this, so as to trust in God for pardon and accept- 

^ ,ance through the righteousness of Jesus Christ, is nothing 
less than to make God a liar. If you wish instruction 
on any subject, which I do not explain in my general 
discourse in your ward, you need not fear to express 
your wish to one, who feels bis own need of pardon* 
May God bless you; for I hope that with him is mercy 
for you." 

Before the above letter was presented, it was read, 
and assented to, by the House-Physician, whose skill 
and benevolence do honour to his understanding and 
heart.* 

* In this place the writer begs leave to tender his gratitude 4o 
Messrs. Tapped and Inderwick of the Hospital, and Mr. 
AwDVBSOir of the Almshouse, not only for their polite atteih 
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September IZth. 

Through the compassion and it^strutnentality of 
Mrs. B — , some eecessary articles of dress for Caroline 
were procured from the wardrobe of the Dorcas 
Sotaety. 

On the 16th instant, the don of Mrs. M — S — was 
found by the young man who was engaged to do the 
best he could for the child, and led to the Almshouse 
. It was contemplated that he should board there, and 
attend the free-school of Trinity Church, until some- 
thing better could be provided for him. When the 
)ad*s case was stated to the superintendent, and especially 
when the information was given, that the father of the 
child was a drunkard, who had paid his children no at- 
tention for two years, the tears fell rapidly fr6m the 
eyes of the boy, who was more affected at bis father'^ 
wickedness than his mother's death. 

To-day the boy called on his guardian, and requested 
him to visit Rebecca. The dutiful daughter, who had 
performed the task of a hired servant by day, and 
watched with her dying mother by night, was found in 
the kitchen of a porter-house, making, or rather alter- 
ing garments for her sister. Since the death of the 
mother, Rebecca had been sick from unusual fatigue. 
She was now better, but- pale, and the little girl of three 
years made her appearance, with a clean face, add hung 
on her sister's skirt. 

tions to him \ but for their fidelity to the sick under their care. 
These young practitioners in the healing art are gentlemen of ex* 
cellent understanding, amiable manners, and moral principle, who 
promise to be the future ornaments of their profession, and some 
of the most useful members of society. 

88 
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'' Well, Rebecca, I suppose you have some request to 
make. Speak freely, for I promised your good mother 
to assist you, so ikr as I am able." 

She hesitated, and blushed : the boy sat him down in 
the comer and sobbed ; but she finally stated that her 
little brother came home dissatisfied with his situation. 
For two nights past he had been put into a bed which 
contained five boys besides himself. Hbey considered 
him a stranger, and kicked him out. The boys used 
profane language, were dirty, and he could not endure 
the thought of living there. '^ You have done so 
much. Sir, that 1 dare not make any request," said 
Kebecca, " but '* 

** But what? He shall go home with me, for the pre 
sent.* What did the funeral of your mother cost your 
The fees for the ground, the sexton's services, &e, 
amounted to ten dollars ; of which she had paid five, 
and was now working to discharge the remainder of tht 
debt. 

" It is enough for you to provide for yourself and 
little sbter.*' The young man paid the five dollars 
which were due; as an Episcopal perquisite; and the 
body of M — S — sleeps in peace, while her spirit rests 
in hope of a glorious resurrection. 

The reader will undoubtedly agree with the writer in 
opinion, that each Christian Church ought to bury the 
bodies of her poor members, the Bishop's salary to the 
coutrary notwithstanding ; besides affording support to 
the orphan children which have been baptized within 
her temples. 

« It is understood, that this lad received assistance, when al- 
most naked, and without shoes, in the frosty weather of October 
following, from the president of the Dorcas Society, Mrs. J. B. 
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Had the present Assistant Bishop know their^circum- 
stances, it is certain, from the benevolence of his 
character, that he would have given assistance to the 
£itherless. May it not be presumed, that in future the 
large funds of the Trinity Church will afford a grave for 
those at least, who are in full communion with her, and 
die in poverty? Before she builds any more churches 
abroad> will she not make provision for the guardianship 
of all her helpless children? I am persuaded that 
Bishop HoBART and the Vestry will enlarge their 
establishment of a Charity School, until it shall bear 
some proportion to their funds, and to the number of 
their baptized children. Hitherto the provision made 
by the Reformed Dutch, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
cfaufches in this city, has been muph more ample, in 
proportion to their destitute children. The good 
among the Episcopalians will not blush to take aa 
example from their Presbyterian neighbours. 

Septembet* 22ncf. 

In descending the stairs of the Almshouse, the Irish 
woman met me, of whom I have before given some 
account. She had in her hands two pails of water, 
which her feeble frame could scarcely support ; for she 
is still pale, thin, neat, and humble. Setting them down» 
she said in a manner which invited condolence, " Ah, 
Sir ! and I have lost my little child ; the youngest 
one.*' 

R — and Mri. P. W- -, who delight in doing good to the poor of 
every denomination. She who gives a cup of cold water to the 
thirsty, from 1ot« to Jesus, shall in no wise lose her reward. 
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** Possibly," said I, " God may have taken away 
your infant son from the evil to come. Possibly God 
has taken him to a better world, and made him glorious 
io Christ. Had the child lived, it might have become 
miserably wicked. That in&nts are saved, we have 
presumptive evidence, for Jesus said, '' Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven ;" and again, " It is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little 
ones should perish.*' These sentences were uttered 
when little children were in Christ's presence ; and al- 
though the last comprehends all persons who become, 
from conversion, like little children, yet there is^reasoo 
to believe that he intended to be literally understood. 
''The kingdom of God," of which infants are said to be 
members, must imply, either the church on earth, or 
the church in heaven, or both. If they belong to both, 
or to the church above, their salvation is positively 
asserted : but if they belong to the church on earth, it 
is probable that they will not, when taken away in in- 
fancy, fail of eternal life. 

" David comforted himself, when he said concerning 
the child of Bathsheba, ** I shall go to it;" and assuredly 
he did [not expect Jo meet the child in hell. Of one 
thing, at least, you may be certain, that God doth 
not willingly afHict nor grieve the children of men. 
Remember, that if God has taken away one^chiId, he 
has preserved three.*' 

She answered, "Indeed he has, Sir, but they are 
sickly." 

Soon after this woman's recovery, I saw her near the 
battery. The child which is, now dead was then in 
her arms, and the other three were standing beside her. 
All of them were sickly, in appearance^ like the plants 



/ 
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which suffer for the want of air and light. In this 
situation she remained -nearly half the day, in expec- 
tation of seeing her husband. He was ou board The 
President^ a ship at anchor in the river, and she had 
sent a request to see him, by one of the naval officers. 
It was her design to obtain of him half his pay, th&t 
she might leave the Almshouse, and support her chil^ 
dren. ^' Could we live,'' said the woman, "in the fresh 
air, we should be well again." The husband came not; 
and weakness with hunger drove her back to languish 
with the multitude. 

Before I commenced the public worship of the even- 
ing, an aged woman said, with weeping, which con- 
tinued during the whole service, "The conflicts of a 
poor sinner are very many and great in this life; and 
especially those which arise frcra our own wickedness.** 

Blind Sofa, who has lately been severely troubled 
about the concerns of her soul, was led to the preacher, 
by her request, after sermon, and with out-stretched 
hands said, " Qh ! you pe de man : God $end ycu to 
me; God pleas you, dear man. He do piess you : he 
plesa you to de soul of poor sinner/' If this is the 
truth, (and when I tliink of the divine power and grace 
I cannot doubt it,) it is the preacher who has the most 
occasion to bless the Lord, saying, " Not unto me ; not 
unto me, O Lord ; but to thy name and the atonement 
of Christ be all the glory.*' 



«^r#s^^^«^^#v^ < 



September 24^A. 

A DUPLICATE of the letter to Mrs. M — S — II was 
toKlay forwarded, with a note to the post-master ki 
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G^— U, which oitreated him to ascertain if any such 
person as was addressed could be found in the vicinity 
of his office. She must be dead, or has removed, or 
there is some deception in the afiair. 

Yesterday died in the Almshouse, A — T — , the 
well-informed Scotch-Irish girl, who said to her misera- 
ble companions, a few moments before she expired, '^If 
JesuB i$ readtf to receive me, I am remdy id die J' 

A few days since, departed also the maiden lady 
who protected the soldier. Better was the day of her 
death than of her birth. 



t^t^^t^^^^^^ 



September 21th, 

In the Almshouse, a female only fifteen years of 
age, a native of Ireland, who has lately heard the writer 
preach, desired to converse with him. She had been 
observed to weep, and to-day her tears fell on the face ^ 
of a sweet infant which slumbered on her lap. It^ was 
' fair and round, like its little mother; who, unfortunate 
thing ! was sold and deceived. Not twelve months agjo, 
she and her parents arrived in this country, and were 
sold for their passage. This child, then thou^htlesi, 
was purchased by a young countryman, who pretended 
to love her, and finally deserted her,. 

'* pushed her from shore, 

** And launchM her into life without an oar.*' 

1 

/ 
She was so deeply afflicted in soul, that she could 

say but little ; and I left her without knowing to what 

question in particular she desired an answer. 

The greater part of persons, when seduced from the 

path of virtue, are very young. I have just prayed in 
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the ward in which A — T' — died, and saw in one nar- 
row bed two blooming females, one of whom had lived 
fifteen^ and the other only thirteen suns. 



September 2dth. 

This mommg Richard Neal, of whom some account' 
was given Aug. 19, departed this life for a better. He 
(M>S8essed but little knowledgej yet it was of the right 
kind, it was evangelical, it was practical. Extreme 
pain of body, long continued, he bore ^ ithout repining^ 
with truly Christikn fortitude. Concerning this black 
nan, the mighty might say, the honourable and the 
affluent might say, "Let us die the death of the justified- 
person, and let our last end be like his." 

The young mother listened to the word of God» 
with much apparent contrition, and profound atteo-' 
tion. 

An aged roan, who cannot live but a few days, and 
who will perhaps die in a few hours, said, on mj 
approach to his bed, ** I am all but in the eternal 
world: I am an the verge of time and eternity: bni 
my conscience is at peace noith God, and Tamper* 
fectly quiet about myself," 

" Do you think then," it was demanded, " that you 
have no sin V 

'' iVo, no I that's not my meaning; but God has 
pardoned me, and given me peace through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that's the reason I say my eon- 
science is quiet. lam going to the eternal world, and 
I wish your prayers. I wish the prayers (rf alt God's 
people." 
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. We addressed Ibe throne of grace together; add 
then he resumed the conversation, which continued ia 
a solemn and rational strain for some time. Not a 
thought of hb being a lunatic entered my mind, until 
I was leaving him; when, putting a paper idto my 
hands, he said, ** I die in peace with men : I wish them 
all well, and hope Cod will forgive them, but I wish 
the world to know how I came to the Almshouse." 
The writing, which has this title, '* Villany unpunished," 
and which states, that in 1797 he was robbed of kis 
personal property and real estate, by some of the moit 
riespectable citizensi he desired me to present to tbe 
Governor of the state. The writing concludes with these 
words: "Now, fellow-citizens, I am thankful to yoa 
for all the hospitable institutions that you have provided' 
for all them that labour under distressing circumstaaceSi 
biit I have to regret that I have been swindled out of 
my property, and kept out of it until this timci being 
September 17th, 1811, which renders me an object for 
the Almshouse." , 

Gratitude may occupy a niind partially deranged; 
and if piety exists previously to insanity, we ought not 
to suppose that tbe severe judgment warrants any uih 
favourable conclusion concerning the soul's condition in 
the future life. 

October 5fA. 

Carolin B is afflicted with a new, but not disgrace* 
ful complaint, which requires surgical assistance; She 
cannot bear any conversation about her mother To 
augment her troubles, the women attempt to make ber 
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believe that she will be sent to the Almshouse, among 
the incurable persons. « 

I told an aged sailor, whose flesh has vanished, and 
ef whom little remains but skin and bones, what I 
thought of his situation ; for I feel bound to warn the 
dying of theii" dagger, even at the expence of my own 
feelings and their approbation. Religious instructioii 
had no more visible effect than is produced by the 
.wind upon polished marble. There tras nothing which 
evinced life ; no, . not a shrub, not even moss upon the 
rock, which could be moved. He asserted that he 
prayed in his thoughts ; but when the nurse asked him 
if the minister should pray with him, he answered^ 

Since the 19th of June, I have had frequent inter* 
doiirse with the young sailor who was excited to reli* 
gious inquiry, by my conversation with H — on. Now^ 
he is almost as ^hi^e as a sheet, and the w):iter said, 
** Friend, you ciannot regain your wonted colour." 

"No, Sir: and I fear I never shall, for I grow 
tpeak. But stili I hopt to recoifer,'' 

" You must be prepared for death at all times, for it 
will come when God sends it." 

" It is mi/ daily prayer, that I may "he ready ; and 
I want to hear you preach again, hut my ceugh pre* 
vents me from hearing, and would disturb others " 

"Then you must read the Bible, for that contains 
the gospel." 

" / did till lately : hut notb my eyes are so dim, 

that after I have read two or three lines^ it is all like 
one word,'' 

"Then others must read to you, and you must praiy* 

It give» me pleasure to find any sinner willing to 
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piay ; but I asked one of the patients below^ if ht 
prayed, and he *' 

" Aye, Sir! all the sick will tell you that they pray t 
and I hope they do ; hut if they don't pr^y in hearty 
ii an't good for nothing, I take it" 

" Are you not ashamed to talk so much about reli« 
gion, before your acquaintance] Do not some of them 
laugh at you V 

*' Why, they tell me I am growing mighty goodf 
%ui I wish I was. If I eo(uld be really a Christiafif 
k an*t I that would care what they say*" 



'^^^^^^»^ ^^^ 



October 20th. 



*' J?t;t7 men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived.*' 2 Tim. iii. Id* 
There is a regular progression of sinful men from bad 
to worse. An obdurate offender once said, that he 
should melt no sooner than his coa^>aiHons in the focus 
of divine wrath ; and a man whom I have often re- 
proved, has told me repeatedly, and with solemnity, 
too, " That he expected to go to hell ; but this was his 
consolation, that he could endure the fierceness of 
God's wrath as well as any man, for he was tough as 
any damned|being/' A woman, (yes, a woman !) of this 
description I have seen to-day, who is infected, hut 
says that ** she has been seven years in the professional 
business, has never been caught before; and, since she 
took up her trade to get ti living, she is deterauned to 
die in it.'^ 



A REART-REMDIKG SCEKfi. 10& 

October ^Ith. 

Etsr since the 13th instant, George has been sick, 
and our psalmody indifferent ; but to-day he resumed 
his office. During his feter I frequently visited and 
assisted him; and now he has arisen to reward me, by 
affording pleasure to the congregation of the poor. 



^*»^»0*^*^*-» 



October 2dth. 

While I was speaking to one of the lost females of 
the Hospital, another said, " Mr. E— , Mr. E — , I want 
to speak with you/' 

Her dying body was so offensive as to give great dis« 
quiet to the organs of sense; but I drew near, and 
asked, " What do you wish ]" 

''I've been long wishing, to speak with you,'- she 
said, but could not proceed* Her face was so thin^ 
that when the nerves and muscles were affected by that 
emotion which commonly produces weeping, it wa9 
covered with wrinkles, and looked horribly grim. She 
could not weep, for the fountains were all dry. Before 
I left her, she said, " O jar^y, p^for — " 

"for what shall I pray r. 

*' That God would bring me Ma his eiferlasiing 
salvation^* 



October 30/A; 



Yesterday I visited again the dying prostitute, 
and every individual of her room seemed afflicted by 
her distress* Her body is literally consumed, while 

a 2 
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her life remains. To-day Dr. P — went with me to 
the Hospital,, and offered prayers in four rooms. We 
saw the young woman again, and this dialogue fol- 
lowed. 

Dr, P. " Have you any hope 1" 

Pros. " Some feeble hope. Sir/' 

Dr. p. *• Well, and what is the ground of your 
hoper 

Pros. " The Lord Jesus Christ," ^ 

Dr. P. " Where is he now V 

Pros. " In heaven." 

Dr. P. '" What is he doing there T 

Pros. " Glorifying God, his Father.'^ 

2)r.\ P. "Yes, and interceding for perishing sin- 



ners." 



Pros. " O, I hope he pleads for me !"^ 

Drm P. ** You need not fear to trdst him, for he died 
for sinners ; and he says, " Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.*^ 
The Doctor added many similar quotations, to her great 
encouragement. 



<^ «w^^^ «^r ^ ««^ ^ 



August 29th. 

Rebecca, who burie^ her mother, has lately t>een 
married to a young and reputable man, a currier, 
to whom she wad engaged before the death of her 
parent. 

In one ward of the Almshouse several have lately 
died of the typhus fever. Soon after I preached there 
on the last Sabbath morning, one who heard me, gave 
up the ghost, whose corpse, to gratify friends, or for 
some other reason, v^as suffered to remain in the roonv 
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full of sick persons, until Monday. On the day of its. 
removal, the nurse, a faithful attendant on the diseased* 
and a pious woman, was seized with the same malady. 
It was painful indeed to see one laid low, who had been 
serviceable to multitudes ; and affecting to1[>ehold the 
most respectable of the poor flocking around her, to 
mingle tears and prayers for her recovery. 

To a serious woman, whom I have known for some 
weeks, and who is dying in the same ward, I said, 
•* You 'seem almost gone." 

"Yes, Sir; I shall go soon," was her reply; **but 
" I cannot hasten the time. Sometimes I am almost 
impatient to be gone, that I may be with Jesus, but 
I must wait my appointed time, and he will come 



soon/' 



At the commencement of public worship this morn- 
ing, I was requested so soon as possible to come and 
pray with two persons, who" have been my constant 
hearers. After sermon I went; but one was dead, and 
her coflin, half full of pine shavings, for her bed, was 
on the floor beside the lifeless body. 

The girl with whom Dr. P— conversed has entefed 
the eternal world. While the patients in the Hospital 
were praising God, this afternoon, a man in the op. 
posite room awoke, and asked, ** What singing is that]*' 
In half an hour after I was with him, and he breathed 
hi^ last in my presence, while I commented upon 
the scene, and sought to prepare the beholders for 
the exchange of worlds. A man was the preacher*, 
but God made an immediate, practical application of 
the discourse. 

R a 
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November 7/A. 

To detect deception in one whose happiness has been 
industriously sought, is painful. Detection, howevei*! 
of every imposture^is desirable. 

To-day t have received a very polite letter from the 
post-master in G — 11, which states, that the letters to 
Mrs. M — S — 11 have been duly advertised, that diligent 
inquiries for such a person have been made, and that no 
such person resides either in that town or its vicinity. 
This letter was inclosed and presented to Caroline, with 
another, of which the following is a copy. 

" New^Vork, Nov. 7M, 181K 
CAROLINE, 

" You must know that I feel deeply interested in 
your temporal and eternal welfare. You have received 
a few favours, without knowing whence they came, 
and they were intended as pledges of future services. 
I am still ready to promote your welfare. But you 
must permit me to deal plainly as well as kindly with 
you. 

" Long have I perceived, that to hear me speak of 
expecting a letter from your mother gave you pain. 
You have deceived me; but remember that I can for- 
give, and forget. Yea, I could plead some extenuation 
of your crime, for it was with reluctance that you con- 
sented to my addressing your mother. Believe me still 
your friend, if you repent. You have done evil in this 
affair. You should be sorry, not so much that you 
have wronged me, as that yOu have displeased God. 
You are a young woman too well instructed, not to 
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know your mother's name, and the town, county, and 
state of her residence. I beseech you, then, to give mc 
a true account, and I will not needlessly expose you, or 
the address of your mother. If you will permit me to 
write to her, this deception shall not be published 
to the patients, who have anticipated your secx)nd 
falL Trust in me stilly and if others will not assist you, 
I will, so long as you evince hatred of your past mis- 
conduct. As you value your immortal soul, tell me the 
whole truth, or nothing. Tell me your name, your 
wants, your trials in relation to your friends, and you 
will find me one who can pity and pardon a thousand 
times. A second deception will not answer. The past 
shall be as though it had not been. With God there is 
mercy, O may you fly to him for the pardon of every 
sin ! 

" Your friend, who, under Christ, would be your pre- 
server from misery and hell." 



November 9th. 

The matron of tlie Hospital sent me word, that not- 
withstanding all her remonstrances, Caroline was de- 
termined to leave the Hospital before she was sutficiently 
restored to quit the city. My remonstrances were added, 
and she was solemnly warned against returning to the 
abodes of ill fame; for ther&no one could counsel, or 
exhort, or assist her; there her companions would 
entice ; aud there want might, in some sense, be said to 
compel. No other family wou{d receive a female 
stranger, and she was destitute of the means of provid- 
ing for herself. She oried like a child, but would not 
turn her face away from the wall. In a conversation of 
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more than an hoar, she did not onee look on the 
qieaker. She roust leave the Hospital, she said, bat 
was firmly resolved never to return to past iniquitv^ 
This testimony Gonceming her resolution^ could not be 
accredited by any one, in case of her departure ; and 
I told her that I should consider her discharge froiB 
the Hospital^ a voluntary plunge into the pit of des- 
truction. 



<^^»^*^t 



November 10th, 

Yesterday, in the afternoon, crying and trembltag^ 
the foolish Caroline left her safe asylum. Whither she 
went I know not ; but disappointed as we all are, who 
sought her restoration, with this we may comfort our 
selves, that in some feeble manner we have imitated 
him, who came irom heaven to seek the lost. 

P — , a poor girl, who has been in the Hospital many 
months, and who has conducted with perfect propriety, 
says, ** O that I could have similar proposals of protec- 
tion/' For months she has dreaded nothing so much as 
the thought of being discharged from the Hospital with- 
out the means of subsistence. 

An assurance that she should not be compelled to 
return to a house of bad fame, while I could command 
a dollar, she received with a courtsey, a tear, and the 
declaration, that she felt herself unworthy of isuch 
kinduess. 



November \.^th. 

Early on Monday morning, the 11th instant, I 
went to Long-Island, and did not return until this even- 
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ing. Immediately on my arrival my brother invited me 
to go with him and see a sick woman. Reluctantly I 
went a mile, and whom should I see but Caroline f 
Never did I expect to see her face again; but now t 
found her in a decent house, under the care of a worthy 
woman, whose husband was present. The circumstances 
which led to this meeting were these. 

My brother, lately returned from England, had ac- 
companied me to the Hospital, on the sabbath, at dif^ 
ferent times, and there had seen Caroline in tears. 
What I supposed to be her history I had told him; 
and on the 10th made him acquainted with her de- 
parture, saying that I considered her lost for ever. 

On the same morning that I went to Long-Island, my 
brother, in walking the streets, saw Caroline weeping at 
a window. She knew him not; and he entered the 
house with the intention of ascertaining whether she 
was abandoned in pi'inciple. He requested to see her 
alone. She refused, saying that she had been vile, but 
she would hereafter see no gentleman alone. Her 
female companions entreated her to comply, alleging 
that she was in want of money, and had earned nothing 
since her return. She absolutely refused to speak with 
him, in any other place than before company. He had 
now gained the information which he desired^ and pre*i 
sented to her his card. 

" Are you his brother ]'* 

« Yes." 

" And have you come to assist me !" 

He assured her that he had come for that purpose 
alone, and would seek her decent lodgings if she would" 
prefer them to her present abode. She had returned Xd 
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the house whence she went, when received at the Hos- 
pital ; but she protested that she had not returned frooi' 
any disposition to live dishonestly. No other house 
could she find for a shelter, and here she expected to gel 
well, that she might go home. 

'' But you deceived my brother, and the governors of 
the Hospital/' he said. 

On this subject she could have desired, silence ; but 
she confessed, that she had borne a fictitious name is; 
the city. Aside from this, she had rather suffered the 
minister to he deceived, than actually deceived him ; for 
her mother's name was Martha, and she did live. in. 
G — 11. ''He concluded that my mother's name was 
S — 11, because I went by that surname.'^ She then 
made my brother acquainted with her own and her 
parent's real name, and present place of residence. 
Still she insisted that she had been seduced from a 
boarding-school ; but more of her history could not 
willingly relate. 

After these disqlosures and professions of repentance 
for her misconduct, my brother determined to seek for 
her a better home. After several unsuccessful attempts* 
he met Mr. Joseph George, and stated the whole 
affair. This young gentleman procured for her, whom 
I shall still call Caroline, her present asylum, and went 
with my brother to remove her , from the gatea of 
hell. 

This evening I demanded of her, " Why did you 
leave the Hospital ?" She could not endure, she said,, to 
see those who had treated her kindly, and whom she had 
deceived. She Expected, moreover, that the patients^ 
vbo were always threatening her with the Almshouse^ 
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^would reproadi ber more bitteriy than ever. This did 
not excuse her from censure, mingled^ aevertheless^ 
with exherlRtion «nd compassion. 



<r ^^##^^#^«i^ 



November 16th. 



' Mr. Geor6b, alid many others, have long been r(« 
solving in their minds the plan of a Magdalen Asylum $ 
«uid the adventure in which he has lately been engaged, 
has given such a spur to his feelings, and Buch a tale to 
^exteite compassion, that the exertions of this young 
ihan will probably found the desired institutioir. 
Nothing\^is necessary but zeal to give (he thing a 
commencement. 

Should Caroline be lost for ever, her history, whether 
true or ialse, may be employed by divine providence^ 
?o that it shall become the means of salvation to many. 
At present^ Dr. John €. Osborne, one of the Physi- 
cians of the Hospital, very humanely attends upon het 
Inrithout money and without price. 



'December Uth. 

$INC£ others have taken the tharge of Caroline, I 
gladly witnessed their Exertions; and, to encourage those 
who cannot bring their minds to assist deceivers, have 
travelled, going and returning, more than three hundred 
and fifty miles, that I might visit her mother. . When 
drawing near the pltice in which I expected to find the 
x^bject of my search, some affirmed that there was^ and 
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•then that there was not, such a being in existehoe^ 
At my arri¥ai in thetowo, a geatleman «f -dBtiiictioB 
received me at dinner; and the afternoon was spent in 
fruitless inquiries, from house to house. Some knew 
the woman, and others did not. * Tlie sun had descend- 
ed, and hope almost failed me, when I strolled for the 
distance of a mile or two iiito a pine wood. It was 
dark and the path muddy. At a distance I saw- a light, 
which proceeded from a log-house. This I entered, and. 
saw tome children, naked almost as they were bom, 
sleeping in the ashes. Of the mother I demanded if she 
knew the family which I sought to find. She did ; and. 
asked if I were a son, for> said she, ." The woman had a. 
•pn who favours you ; and he lives away«" She gave me 
SQch directions, that the uext morning, before it was. 
light, I galloped away many miles from the house of -my 
honourable friend ; and before the sun had arisen from • 
the mountains I saw the mother of Caroline. The re- 
semblance in their features assured me that there could 
be BO mistake. The mother was carding cotton in an . 
old-fashioned farm-house; and had every appearance r 
of the decent poverty of one who had seen happier 
days. 

Before I discovered my business, she told me iht 
number, and circumstances of her children, which per* 
f^ptly corresponded with the account given by Carolin/e. 
"But where is your youngest daughter?" With tears 
the mother said she did not know. "She was at a 
boarding school, kept ,by a teacher in the Methodist 
connexion, and she was enticed away. I*Ve heard she 
was married ; and I've heard she was dead. Do yoii 
kAoW atiy thing about her V 



f 
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The intelligence was like news from tlie dead. The 
mother wept, and laughed, and sighed, and wrung her 
hands, and wondered her daughter did not return. 

When I described the interview to Caroline, she difl« 
covered almost as much frenzy of affection as her 
mother. Still it remains uncertain whether they will 
ever meet again : but of this I am certain, that the mo* 
ther would gladly embrace a long-lost child.* 

« The curiosity of the reader has lome claim to be gratified,' 
by a narration of some subsequent events, which relate to Caro* 
line. In the be^nning of the year 1812, "The Magdalen So^ 
eiety of New-Tork" was organized, of which Peter Wilton^ 
2>. L. D. is President^ John Murray, Jun, Fice^ President ^ Tho" 
tnas L, OgdeUf Secretary, John AspimcaH, Treasurer; anA 
l>ivie Bethtane, Abraham Russel, John Canldwell, Leonard Blee* 
ker, J. E. Caldwell, Robert Gosman, Thomas Harvey, James 
Bleeker, Nicholas Fish, John Within^on, Jacob Delamon- 
tagne, Samilel Harris, Zechariah Lewis, Samuel Boyd, Joseph 
Smith, Nathan Comstock, and J. P. Mumfbrd, are Managers^ 
The standing Committee, who have the power delegated to them, 
afforded Caroline a temporary asylum, and afterwards, since her 
last complaint required it, removed her to the Hospital for cure. 
No accommodations in the house of a poor person, or of one in 
mediocrity, can equal those of the Hospital. It was a kindness 
therefore, to bring her back to the institution from which she 
fled. 

About the beginning of June, 181S, a woman, advanced in 
life, appeared on the sabbath at the gate of the Hospital, and 
requested admittance. Visitors on the 'sabbath are excluded, 
and she was therefore dented. She entreated that she might at 
least see the preacher. He went to the gate, knew her face, 
and understood, without any explanation, her business. For 
three days she had been seeking in the city for the person who 
sought her among the mountains. 

" Come in, come in — ." 

'< After I have heard you preach,'* she ?aid^ << I should >e 

^lad to learn of you " 

S 
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December tStik. 

A YOUNG man who has cut his throat, bat wlio 19 
now rational, signified his desire that the writer should 
t)ray ifbr him. What occasioned his- attempt at suicide 
is unkoowfi. He is an American, who tras impressed 
on board a British ship of war, but obtained his pay 

** Yes, yes, you shall see the person," the preacher said, and 
leading the way, pointed her to the room in which he was to 
officiate. She entered, and sat doArn on a bench, at the foot of 
(be bed on ^faichHier daughter lay. In a moment their eyes ipetj 
and oh ! what a meeting was that ! It was too sadden and un- 
expected. They wept together; and when the preacher com- 
mence^ public worship, the poor old woman was sUll bending 
over her weeping child. Yea, during the whole service, the 
pother w^ould walk before the bed of her daughter, cry, wring 
her bands, look at the preacher, and then her child, smile and 
sob again. She would have taken Caroline home with her $ but 
the state of her health would not then permit. She has since 
been restored to soundness, and has returned to her afflicted 
parent. 

What will become of this miserably seduced person remain! 
to be decided by her own conduct She may continue to behave 
well, and she may'fall more basely than ever. Over her real 
• ^name, and perhaps all the future, should it be known to th^ 
writer, it will be best to draw the veil of night. It is sufficient, 
.tliat the influence of her history in giving rise to the Magdalen 
Society, has already been exhibited. Should that Institution be 
conducted on the principles of similar charities in Europe, it 
will undoubtedly be productive of much good. It has already 
received P — , and some others. Should the members merely save 
an individual annually, th^ir labours .would not be without ao 
adequate reward in the present lifle. , Let it never be forgotten, 
that Jesus kindly instructed the woman of Samaria, who was 
living in an illicit connexion ; and that publicans and harlots 
.enter the kingdom of heaven, while multitudes of the censorious 
are excluded. . 
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aiid a discharge in August of the present year. He had 
been in this city but, ^ few; days» before he delivered 
his money into the hands of his landlord, and perpe- 
trated the deed against his own flesh. 
' The writer conversed also with P-— G — , a man o^ 
middle age, who seems to have been seriously arous^ 
from spiritual lethargy, while in the Hospital. 



December 13M. 

This evening the suicide became furibus against 
liiAiself ; said he might as well die now as confess his 
sins to a court, and be hung ; - and ibade such* vigorous/ 
^ertions, that four men could not prevent him fronr 
tearing open his wounds, that be might rush upon the 
judgment of Jehovah. 



'^00^mf^^S^^ 



December 16tk. 



.. A YOUNG man,, who has heard me preaclvfor man3^ 
weeks in thei Hqepital, who ; was eoavalesoing in the 
AJhpshous^y but who now. has a fever« requested .tliat.l 
would come and see him cmce. more before his death; 
Poor fellow ! be could not converse; he could only 
clasp, his hands and look up. In this posture were hhr 
bands and eyes, when I left him. Who can say that 
be may not, by the eye of faith, penetrate the veB' 
which obscures heaven from busy mortab? 



S 2 



fit coNvimo« aiwii 'wohe 



Thb man of whom I wrote oa the 12tli instant, was 
anxious to see me ; and assores m^ to-day, that he 
would wish never, never to sin again,, were hell annihi- 
lated. He would not willingly displease the compas^ 
sionate God, were he disarmed of his thunders. 

It is seriously to be apprehended, that comparatively 
few sailors will make the haven of eternal bliss. They 
sail upon an opposite oonrse; their passions are the 
gales, and they spread all their canvass* 

One I have seen to-day who seems bound in a right 
direction. He has been constrained, to come about. 
According to his statement, he was bom. in Salem, 
Massachusetts, and has been fpr many years a bold^ 
profane, rampant tar. Until two years ago he was the 
chief of bullies; would defy every man; and when on 
shore, found the highest gratification in a liot His 
mother and grandmother were pious. Whenever he 
landed in his native state, he went immediately to see 
tiie latter, because he loved her as mndi^as his mo^r. 
About two years since this Lsii^ who had imitated 
the grandmother o£ Hmothy, went to glory. Ke wais 
accustomed ta think of her with delight; and his eo»> 
science foequently proposed tft his hear! this question: 
*' How can I ever ezpeet to meet that pious relative I** 
He was convinced that two persons so di&rent as 
they were could never meet in heaven^ unless he was 
first converted.. Thus commenced his seriousness: and 
he went to sea again. On the voyage he was contem« 
plative, and diligently applied himself to the Bible, to 
learn how he might meet that good woman. In THE 
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* BOOK be found that there is no heaven, without being 
a new creature iii Christ Jesus. " To show you, Sir," 
he said, ''what Christ can do, I must say, that my mess- 
nates were afraid of me, because I was so blasphemous^ 
ly wicked, but HE has made me like a little child. . f, 
who always desired a boxing-match, have since been 
more pleased to be smitten on both cheeks without 
returning it, thaa I should be to receive a hundred 
dollars." 



^#i^^^«^^#<#^^ 



December IBth. ^ 

> 
P — G — , dying witli the rapid consumption, is stiU 

solicitous about the way of life. This . is the object of 

bis chief concern; but he wishes also to prepare 9 

peaceful grave for his bones. To an amanuensis, one ol 

his fellow-patients, be dictated the following lettei : 

New-York Hospital, Dec. 18, I811. 

HONOURED FATHER, 

I AM sorry to be obliged to inform you that I am at 
this present time obliged to get a person to write -for 
me to you, to let you know that 1 am very sipk in the 
New-York Hospital, and to all appearance near to th« 
end of my life. And as I am destitute of money, and 
wish to be buried in some decent manner, which cannot 
be done without it ; I therefore request you to send me 
some for that purpose as soon as possible after you re- 
ceive this, as t know not how soon my time may come. 
1 have been a wicked child, but I pray you, Oh my 
dearest father ! not to refuse this last request of your 
dying son. Ten dollars will be sufficient to procure 
me a bed, where my foody may remain Eilmolested. 
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« 

Please to seod it to Mr. Noak Wetmore, the Siq>er- 
inteodent of the New-York Hospitdl, who will see it 
fsuthfully applied for that purpose. In the mean timfy 
and I believe for the last timey permit me to subscribe 
Biyself your distressed and almost dying son, 

P— G— . 

Mr. D— G— . 

P. S. Give my duty to ray mother for the last time/' 

To one of his brethren he writes under tl^e same 
date: 

*' If my brother Samuel is at home, give my love to 
bim^ and if possible I wish to see him here before I 
die. I am a great sinner; I have been a wild high fel- 
low, but now I pray God to forgive my sins, before I 
come to his judgment. Give my last love to all my 
Ulsters, and the rest of my kindred. 

P— G— .'' 



^v^ r#^^#>^^> 
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In one ward of the Almshouse in which I prayed 
to-day, were nine or ten persons dangerously sick. 
There was so much groaning from bodily pain, that I 
could scarcely think of any thing else. Prayers were 
offered also in the presence of about forty women of ill 
fame ; of whom not more than four appear to have any 
sort of care for their immortal souls. Two of these 
persons were IV^ B. and A. W. of whom I have re- 
peatedly written. The other two I know not, but one 
of them wept and prayed aloud, in a few words, which 
denoted great fear and anxiety. 
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Jkeember 2^d^ 

This evening P— r G — died, with a composed spirit. 
When he felt himself near the eternal world, he was un- 
concerned for the mortal part. Jesus Christ will raise 
it up at the last day, and should the particles of dust be 
scattered to the four winds. He who formed man will 
be at no loss for materials, in erecting the spiritual 
frame.* 



December 25M. 

The Rev. John Stanford has been abundant im 
his gratuitous labours among the inhabitants of the 
State's Prison. One of the prisoners to-day expressed 
his gratitude to this gentleman in a poetical address, of 
which the following is 

AN EXTP.ACT. 

*' To soothe the sick, to lead the blind. 
And comfort give the wretched mind, 
You always take a feeling part, 
And find admission to the heart. 
All this is done in such kind ways 
As captivate the heart that strays, 
And consolation often brings, 
As though it were on angels' wings. 



* The letters which were forwarded to the friends of P-— G-^ 
were not received until long after his death. Immediately on t^ 
reception, the father directed a very affecting letter to me, i4 
which he inquires after his son ; and proffers him, if living, ali 
•uitable assistapce. . ^ 



212 THB COMPA8SIOKATB YA^OR. 

When Justice lifts the sword of state, 
All most of covne svbmk their fate. 
Yet if, through error, she should strike 
The just and the va^wt alike, 
Yonr doctrine still shall bring to sight 
The brightest day in darkest night. 
Many there are, who see with pain 
The prison-door, and prbon-chain ; 
Yet few there are sa free to give 
Their time and senrice to relieve/* 

In the last lines the prisoner alludes to the fact, that 
m(»t^t of the mioisters of the gospel; yfho preach in 
rotation at the prison, give only the service of half the 
sabbath, because it is inconvenient to desert their re- 
spective churches ; while Mr. Sr^, having no piirochial 
charge, and feeling compassion for those who would 
otherwise be in close confinement, labours with thent 
.during the whole day. 

Another prisoner, being desirous of expressing bis 
gratitude for the preaching of the gospel, wrote an ' 
address to Mr. Stanford ib the Latin language, which 
he translated, and presented to the superintendent in a 
letter, which for elegance and delicacy of compliment 
has mrely been surpassed by any pen. The following is 

A COPY OF THE LETTER. 

" To Nicholas Roome, Esq. 
Indulgent Sir, 

Permit me, through the medium of yourself, to 
present the Rev. Mr. Stanford with a new-year's gift. 
The friendly and disinterested manner in which he has 
so frequently addressed us, has impressed me, and, I 
sincerely believe, many others, with a deep sense of our 
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obligations. I am not authorized to address him in 
behalf of the prisoners, though individuals cordially 
asseut^ but beg leave, in the commencement of the new 
year, to give him a small token of our gratitude. The 
mode may appear novel. I have written it in Latiiii 
not with a view to exhibit a specimen of an imperfect 
and much impaired education, but merely to pay a jfist 
compliment to Mr. Stanford's superior understanding. 
For your own personal convenience, I have annexed to 
this a translation, as literal as the peeidiar'idioma of 
the two languages would permit. There are, nndoubt^ 
edly, many imperfections; but Mr. Stmiibrd's well 
known goodness encourages a hope, thai he will view H 
with candottr* 

*^ Notwithstanding- the gratitude I feel fer Mr. 9taii4 
find, it is not oonfined to hka ak>ne. Yod^ Sir, hold- an 
equal olaun*^ For the numerous instances of your past 
kindiiessy I wish yon, on- this occasion, ft restoration of 
your health. May. jwt Hberally eiyoy Uie Messings of 
the new yt^arv May ]Fon long" Hve to enjoy eoi^ugal 
and paternal felicity. May the lives .of those sweei 
babes, who daily deliglM you with their innocent prat-^ 
tk, be prolonged; and may they-becoQue^NriMmients ti^ 
society, m whose future prosperity ^ou anticipatetho 
joys, of your oldl age ! 

'< With sentiments of gratitude I subscribe myself 
Ae unfertunate. 



SL4 • A NEW year's Grrr. 

A Copy of the incloied translation. 

"A NEW year's gift, 

•* With diffidence addressed to' the most reverend John 
Stanford, Master of Arts, Doctor of Divinity, 
and the Friend of Man.* 

** If it be proper for me, a wretch, confined in a pri« 
ton and clothed with disgrace, to greet you, .coii« 
templating the events of the past year, and your num^-^ 
OU8. endeavours to instruct pur ignorant minds, .1 .wish 
yoM the blesdngs of heavei^. Youj: labours, in coDsoUng 
the wretched and drawing souls to the Saviour of .sionen, 
ckmand our thanks. 1 have not words whereby I can 
express the feelings of my heart Not flattery, but the 
truth, I speak. There is a suavity in youjr manner of 
speaking, which gives comfort to ifie mo^t miserable, 
and. plainly indicates the humanity, of tbei . speaker^ 
While .t}ie.body langubhes through grie£ youmourish 
the soul by gospel food* . » 

. '' As hard wax is rendered soft by .fire, so by your 
discourses stubborn hearts are prepared to receive the 
impressions of divine truth; and, while th^ mind 
viranders in error, you point out the way which leads to 
eternal happiness. ^ 

^'For your kind services, with which we have sa 
frequently been favoured, I pray that your prosperity 
may be increased this year; that you may live long 
here below ; and when you quit this mortal life, may 
God receive you to the mansions above, where, joined 

* The English reader will remember, that this is the usual style 
of address, wfiich was used among the polite Romans. 
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with the saints, you may for ever exalt the praises of 
God and the Lamb. 

Thus prays, 

O— P— ." • 

It is a proo^ of tiie scholarship of this prisoner, that 

to the original paper he has subjoined a note, altering 

the phraseology, that he might avoid the repetition of the 

same word. Such prisoners have sufficient talents to 

render them good critics, and the man, who thinks'that 

a weak discourse '' will answer for the State's Prison/ 

Jias forgotten that fools are never rogues. Perhaps 

-six hundred hearers, who possess equal acuteness with 

the prisoners, cannot easily be assembled in any chiircfa. 

They very soon discover what the} think of the talent 

and feeling of a preacher, and when neither is manifest^ 

ed, had . he eyes of observation, he might witness their 

contempt and his own disgrace. 

Prisons, and new settlements, which frequently 
abound with infidels, and persons who disregard diving 
ordinances, are the last places which should be visited 
by those weak things of the world wliich are of little 
use in well-informed societies. A weak man may 
minister to a church already established, but a weak 
.missionary will not commonly assemble the outcastc^ 
and awe the profane. 



#s# # ^myt>»»^*.» ^ 



December 28f^. 



On Thursday last, I visited fifty sick persons in Xhk 
Almshouse; on Friday, four wards in the Hospital; 
and to-day, five poor families. In one, to which I went 
at the request of Mrs. B — ^n, wasfoand a young wido^y 
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with two small childreo,^wiio si^d, *' When I lock opon 
my babes, nature cries lijh, life ; but I can resign them 
to God, for he is a merciful God/' Her conversation 
waft all of this description, and exquisitely tender. 

» 

Deeemter ^(Mh. 

Many mmisters of the word have visited n man. 
Vho is now in confinement, under sentence of deatbi 
and who is to be executed in a few days. He said to 
me, *' Many nrge me to declart that I am confident of 
pardon ; but I cannot, I will not say Uny^such thing. I 
can only say, that I submit myself to Vtte witt of God^ 
having some feeble hope that he will atecept me as 
righteous for the sake of Christ, and make me happy 
in heaven," 

The history of this man is short. He was born in 
Scotland, was a baker by profession, and removed to 
this country with his wife. She became intemperate in 
the use of ardent spirits, and squandered his earnings. 
They quarrelled, and he forsook her. A shock of the 
palsy disabled him, and then, for his maintenance, he 
4i>egan to sell small books, songs, and pictures. He 
took a housekeeper, with whom he lived unla^vfully, 
\vho was a drunkard, no less than his wife. , His new 
trade and company made him a tippler also. On the 
morning of the fatal deed, he arose at five o'clock, went 
to a neighbouring dram-shop, drank freely, returned 
liome, and went to hied. At sevien o'clbdk he awoke^ 
and found that his conctibine, whd had been out, 
drunken, all night, had returned and plundered his 
t^ocket^ She too bad take^ her motniiig di^ght, and 
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vvas rasensibte bteid<i kim. In his Airy be arose, '* half 
drunken, bat more mad/* as he confessed to me, and 
fvith a stick gave her the blows which were followed by 
death* 

When Sinclair and Johnson were about to be execu* 
ted, last January, thb man was selling near Bridewell, 
the *^last words and dying speeches of the criminals,'^ 
made by the printer, with a picture of the same gallows 
to which the laws of God and his country require him 
to come. 

<( ' Afomd the bed of loose desire, 
For ever hvrer wild, tnmttltooiiB dreams ; 
Some wea^oNl brother wills the duel dire. 
The ghott of some defloured woman scream s 

*^ Some chaste Locina, bhtcber'd, bleedin|; lies, 
While aogry Jostice whets her flaming sword ; 
By treachery stabb'd some worthier rival dies, 
Afld the grim hangman knots the shameftil cord.** 

W. M. Jomrtoir. 

December 31sf^ 
INSANITY. 

'* Von shivering wretch, (whose pale and squalid form, 

'* Which streaming Vags o*erhan(i;, but not infold, 

** Seems mounting on the wild wing of the storm, 

** Worn ta« ghost by hunger, thirst, and cold,) 

'* Two little years ago, could boast a bloom 

That might with Hebe*s or Hygeia*s vie ; 

Content and pleatmre made that breast their home 
** That BOW, so bare and parple, braves the sky.'* 

W. M. JToBNsosr's MS. 

.HAviNQ:brougfat my journal to the, last day of the 
year, I |>ctopofe to cooclnde it> by giTing « short history 

X. 
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of teTend insane persons^ ivhom I have seen, in difierent 
situations. Where I have seen them, will not always be 
■aid; nor can it be a matter of nrach consequence to 
the reader ; but upon the fidelity of my representations 
may be placed firm reliadice. What I have seen I must 
believe, and what I shall write from the testimony of 
btliers, is from such credible witnesses, that I am firmly 
convinced of its truth, and nothing may be thought a 
fiction. 

Who does not pity the "shiv'ring wretch/' who is 
lost to himself and society 1 What can have produced 
his insanity ? To give a medical dissertation oo this sub- 
ject, were it in my power, woold not be my province; 
but to treat of several moral causes of mental derange- 
ment, may subserve the interests of humanity and 
religion. Misconduct is more commonly the predis- 
posing cause to madness than any inevitable providence. 
A blow ^n the head, a fever, intense heat, coup detokUt 
and lunar changes, may affect the brain and whole 
nervous system ; but intemperance in drink, inordinate 
attachments, and vicious indulgences, are the most 
common sources of mental disorder. The person who 
yields himself to any inordinate passion, exposes his 
rational fitculties. Avarice, lust, infidelity, and im- 
prudence, are the prolific causes of more than half that 
disorder which bears various names^ under ita <iifi[erent 
appearances, firom a wild imagination to/Miuity. 

The love of money, when inordinate^ is-^arootof 
evil." I have known a young woman, who kMt twenty 
dollars in the street, which she could not find; and, 
after a few disiys of anxiety on thesulogect, became a 
maniac. It was a Uu^ sum, indeed, to^her^ tmt woaM 
wf penou, wbaf dnty^ estimated Hit vtim of ^'goldMd 
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silrer, become a bedkiniite for such a paltry eonsider* 
adon? Yet this young woman was so frautic as to jump 
out pf a chamber window^ aod died in a week. While 
we pity her, we cannot but exclaim^ 



** Cun'd gold I how high will daring mortals rise 
*^ In ev*ry guilt, to reach the glittering prize V* 



Pitt, 



The love of country is commendable, but when un- 
i^trained, it is madnes|« From this cause I have seen 
a ^German/ who Stands on this side the Atlantic, and 
converses from morning to evening with the people of 
Germany. He doubts not but they hear, and he, in re- 
txim, is perfectly apprised of their answers. 

Another man I know, who marches up to every 
stranger, whom he is permitted to see, with the brim of 
his hat folded under, before and behind, to make it 
resemble a militai-y cap, and putting his crooked finger 
into his mouth, giveji a tremendous whistle. The 
stranger will naturally tremble, but there is no danger ; 
for the young man, tall and majestic, even in rags and 
filth, is one of 

"* ^' Rough nature*s chiidreo, humoroos as she/' 

He was one. who took some part in ''the late re- 
bellion in Ireland/' and found it necessary to escape for 
hit life to America. From some, who knew him at 
home, we learn, that he was a reputable farmer. Now 
lie wisb^ to* talk about the blood-thirsty fellows^ (as he 
iMilb tl|^) who caught him by the throat, from whom 
be^ed; but more particularly, about the people of Kii^ 
k«nny, bb neighlMMm,. his fethei^j ftrm, and ^^uncte 
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Patrick over the way." He insists upoii it, tlmt he 
knew me there, and had letters from me, which he still 
preserves. In this country he was disappointed, and, 
** the green little Isle of the Ocean*' was so connected 
with ail his affections, that they with hia reason have 
returned to it, and left nothing but the erect animal in 
America. 

Let us learn then, not to love the place of oar na* 
tivity or any prosperous condition supremely, lest «ur 
souls, being wedded to earth, should be involved in her 
final rum, and beholding her vlmish, should say, *^we 
have lost all.'' 

To prevent confusion, I shall introduce several 
distinct articles; and the first will ediibit die danger 
of yielding to 

■ 

VICIOUS COMPANY. 



A young Imhnnm, ilot Idng agd, left a wife and 
child, whom he tenderly regarded, in the land of hb 
fathers, and came to this country to improve his oon- 
dition. His family he left behind, because he coukl 
pay for only one passage, and knew not how hedtodd 
succeed in America. Here he found constant employ- 
ment, and resolved to remove his &mily, so soon as he 
could send them sufficient money to discharge their 
necessary expenses on the voyage. He earned twenty 
dollars, and delivered into the bauds of his uncle the 
same sum, that it might be preserved in safety. In a 
few months, he cleared by his labour fifty dollm more^ 
and then took the seventy, to deliver to a e8p|ai% who 
had engaged to bring him his partner and chikL He 
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was on bis way to the ship, with all his property in his 
pocket, when he joet with some <tf his jovial conn try- 
men, to whom, with the frankness of hb nation, he 
told his good fortune* They enticed him into a common 
grog-shop; and he in his prosperity began to treat them. 
In return they made him- drink. The soeial whisky 
went round, and round again, until the unfortunate 
young man sunk down in slumber on the floor. In the 
morning he awoke^ chiding himself for his folly ; and 
here his misery commenced. He felt in his pocket for 
his money ; but it was in vain. His seducers and his 
money were gone together. He bad nothing to remit to 
his wife; his courage was gone; and^ after walking the 
streets a few days in melancholy, he became a maniac. 
A course of medicine cured his raving, but lefl him in 
a state of fatuity. Now he cares nothing for the friends 
he once loved, nothing for his wife, nothing for his child ; 
and will probably die in stupidity. Such were the re- 
sults of yielding to vicious company, for a night. Tho^e 
sons of Hibernia are some of the noblest, or some of the 
vilest of men. Their love of company is one of their 
greatest temptations. Could tneir hospitality here, 
command nothing more than the hard, but welcome 
fare of Erin, it would be productive of little evil; but 
in America, one that would give his guest a potatOe in 
Ireland, gives him *^ a mug, stiff, and far to the north ;■' 
a -besotting, deadly dram. 
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THE CURSE OF AVARICE. 

The subject of this article, whose history is m coMf. 
ment upon the title, is an aged woman, whoisniw 

T a 
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dq>eiideQt on alau for rabfiistefice. t Onee. ske had 
friends .and possessianS} leaded sevjerathouMs, and lived 
. in affluence. Sbe was single^ attd» in Quddle age^. avarice 
became her predominant passion* After ao ominous 
course of extortion, a quarter-day .arrived, on which she 
.sallied foi^fh to collect rents. AmoQg her teqa^jts^ she 
found a woman, that held in her arms a child <^ fourteen 
, dajs. The husband of this mother was a wmrthless man; 
but she had been hitherto, punctiial in payments^ and 
would now have been had she not been subject; to un- 
usual expenditures. When the griping landlady called, 
the poor woman was unable to leave her bed. 

" Pay me that thou owest," said the maiden lady. 

'' Wait a little while, and I will pay thee all,'' said 
the tenant, and pleaded the peculiarity of her circum- 
stances, to one who could not feel for the mother of 
babes, that are worse than fatherless. while the father 
lives. Payment the owner, of the house would have; 
for when -she took the bed from under the sIcJe mother 
to sell it at auction, the child of sorrow, the mother in 
anguish said, ** May you never again sleep on a bed 
while you Uve.*' This was probably uttered with no 
' pions emotion, but, jn the issue, it appears to have been 
a curse which took effect ; fbr the person against whom 
it was fulminated has n<ever since slept on any other bed 
than the floor. From that unhappy day, her conscience 
smote her, and at first she Qould not sleep any where. 
Afterwards she refused to make the attempt on any bed, 
and for many years, even to this day, accepts of nothing 
bnt a blanket md the floor. 

Her intellectual faculties became disordered, and her 
pipperty iwas soon dispersed. Although her r<^oi|. jhas 
lotfSikfM her,, yet. her pride has npt. , Si^Ulbk ctothiog 
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is offered her; bat she will' not reeehre it, because she 
was '' not accustomed to sudi attire/' I have seen her 
bare-foot iu the midst g( winter, because she could not 
obtain kid shoes and silk stockings; and -she 'is always 
bare-headed in the rain and sunshine, because she wants 
,a tasty bonnet. She will wear a fine calico gown, until 
it is ail tattered to shivers, even in the winter, when it 
no more than half covers her body, to the rejection of 
warm but coarse woollen garments. 

*' A tatterM aproo hides, 

** Worn as a cloak, and hardly hides, a gown 
*' More tatCerM still; and both bnt ill conceal 
*' A bosom heav'd with neTer-ceasing sighs." 

Her delirium is not, however, so well calculated to 
' excite sympathy as that of Cowper*s Crazy Kate. In 
her oniaments she is still fantastic ; for having slit her 
ears down repeatedly with ponderous rings, like the 
lioops which were lately in vogue, she now ties twine 
to her ears, and suspends brass baubles from the flaxea 
thread. Neither entreaty uor force can change hec 
habits. Tiie curse of avarice has entered into that heart, 
which once nurtured the demon; it pervades the iif^^ 
and is likely to be lasting as futurity. 
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DISAPPOINTMENTS. 

A young lady, the daughter of a judge, had high ei-' 
pectations from her father's affluence and her oiwn per- 
sonal accomplishments. She was caressed by many 
.friends^ and had not anticipated adversity. It canu*/; 
iiQwever^ and found her supremely attached 'to'petisk-' 
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able objects. Her father's property took wings, and, in 
the plaee of fltttering Atteotioiii, otme aegkct It was 
more than hermmd conM ewlare; 'She tveeadie dis- 
consolate; madness fbllowed ; iktaity^sitMceeded, andli 
dvsentery closed the nortd'scMe. Ihsre seen ha 
seated in a window, where she nirouid remain silent tfe 
livelong day; and, unless charity had forbidden, wattld 
have remained the livelong nights Her large bliie eyes 
were intensely fixed on nothing visible to rational b^ 
ings, and she refused to speak. Sad, indeed, was her 
love of splendour and affluence! The change which she 
experienced was mortifying to vanity ; but move haa- 
bling to humanity was the effect of disaiq[>o^tment 

A similar instance of insanity I have seen in a youog 
man, who, for several years, was particular in his at- 
tentions to one of the most pleasing fnaids of his^ na- 
tive village. She apparently reciprocated his fondness ; 
but before his financial concerns would permit him to 
enter the state of wedlock, -the brisk young captain af 
a ship saw the betrothed virgin, aifd by his money, or 
ardour, or something else, made such an impression on 
her heart as to efface the image of her first lover. The 
damsel was married to the last, the favourite suitor, and 
the first lost his reason. This disappointment was too 
heavy for him ; for he had idolized a woman, and when 
his god was taken away, what had he left for his con- 
solation? He became a strange unhappy being from the 
day of his disappointment. Not long af^er his insanity 
became confirmed, he got off his brother's vessel from 
the wharf, and was going out to sea. with the tide. 
The pilots came along side of him, and demanded what 
bands were on board. He said he had a mcfr below. 
They insisted on seeing him, and behold, the mamu: 
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brought up on deck his cat, nvhich was his mate, and 
the only companion of bis intended voyage. To prevent 
bim from performing similar actions, his friends have 
put him into a state of confinement, where he has all 
the blessings which one in his condition is able to re* 
ceive. 

. A third case of disappointment, wliich I shall state^ 
is that of a blooming young woman, who married an 
aged man, from the hope of enjoying his affluence. Af- 
ter marriage she found the scrutoire locked against btr, 
iind instead of indulging herself in the elegancies of 
society, she was forced to live economically. This 
srould have been a small trial to one who married from 
affection, but it drove her to such madness, that to be 
revenged on bis parsimony, she would sand her floor 
with Indian sugar. With a babe ip her arms, she has 
4ed firom her husband, and with, hare i^t haa travelled 
in a cold night t^ or twelve miles. Who can be b»jppy 
in the matrimonial union 1 

• « . 

. '* Not sordid souls of earthly monld, 
** Who, drawn by kindred charms of gold^ 

«• To dull embraces move : 
" So two rldi mMntains of P^rd 
<* May rosli to weidthy marriage too, - } 
** And make a world of love." 

Watts. 

'■ None but fools despise money; but matrimony re- 
quires s<mie other foundation. 

i. A fourth instance of insanity from disappointment 
may be found in the person of a stately Frenchman^ 
who was a planter in one of the West-Indian Islands. 
He was in affluence, but lost his estate by the miscon- 
duct of a commercial partner. Being dissatisfied with 
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his situation, he renMTed to one of the fau'gest cities id 
the United States, and opened a hat-store, but did not 
imsper in liis new business. Disappointment upon dis- 
appoiutmeut made him dejected. He could not associate 
with such company as be liad been familiar with; and 
the strange notion came into his head that the citisens. 
thooght him black. To rectify their unfaTourable opinioa 
on thu subject, he took do%ni his sign, and made an 
improvement upon it, by painting the word wkiie before 
bis name. This, however, did not obviate the difficul- 
ty, for, according to his imaginatiou, every persoa still 
thonght him black. His delirium increased, and he for- 
sook his shop to rove the streets. All the soraps of waste 
paper which he could find he thought were checks, or 
bank-notes. With the.se he frequented the custonft4iottse 
and banks of the city ; imtii the clerks, to be rid of this 
troublesome merchant, allowed him to make deposits; 
and g;a^e him in return strips of paper, with such marks 
and signatures as little children make when they first 
write letters to their companions. Property of this de< 
scription he accumulated, until he was worthy, in his 
estimation (judging as many great men estipiate paper,) 
the sum of several hundred thous^mJ^doUarSi 

This unexampled prosperity did nqt diminish his 
hatred of those who had defrauded him, or of those who 
thought him black. 1 have seen him in the streets, 
loaded with paper, and swollen with rage. To cure 
him if possible, and keep him from mischief, he was 
conveyed to an asylum;, but the faculty have not been^ 
able to. 

'' minister to a mind diseasMi 

'* Pluck from the memory a rootfd sorrotr ; 
*^ Raxe oat the written troubles of the brahi i. 
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*' And with some sweet obli?ioiu antidote, , 
<* Cleaiise the foul bosom of that perilous staff 
** Which weighs upon the heart.' 



»» 



A tall country girl of good figure and agreeablje maa^ 
nersy presents a fifth ease. In childhood she was first 
among her school-mates, and although her parents were 
poor^ yet they were reputable, and associated with the 
first families of the town. She was bred to the trade of 
a mantua-maker, and excelled in her profession. Her 
good sensf, gracefulness, and industry, procured hetp 
when Aiarriageable, the addresses of some of the most 
flourishing young farmers of tlie neighbourhood. Sere^^ 
ral offers of marriage were so flattering to her vanityn 
that she presumed to think that she could command any 
alliance, (an imagination very common to the gay and 
ptosperons,) and therefore the young men of her village 
were allowed to sue and be rejected. In the midst of 
this career of coquetry, a rich uncle visited her father, 
and was pleaded with the fine person and agreeable con- 
versation of his niece. *'The girl was made," said he, 
** for something more than a seamstress.'^ Thb the 
young lady believed to be sound doctrine. The uncle 
proposed to adopt her, to take her to his place t)f resi- 
dence, and to establish her in a shop of jewellery. The 
proposal was no sooner made than accepted. She was 
furnished, in a large city, with a fine assortment of 
jewellery, and for a time shone with the splendour of a 
princess. Her fondest wishes were gratified; but her 
head was not in a right condition for calculations. Site 
could more easily count the profits of a day's labour 
than the loss and gain upon a box. of golden ornaments. 
She became a bankrupt; and in consequence of the 
v'hagrin and vexatioB which she experieBoed|-a lunatic. 
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Her uocle could not manage her, for she had now be^ 
come a princess, owned immense possessions, and could 
■ot move without a retinue. He sent her back to her 
latber ; but she could not live with a poor man. ^fae 
thovght, and still thinks, herself the mistress of ooachet,- 
castles, and palaces. Her form is still erect, and her 
manner studiously dignified. She is in confinement; bat 
ber abode is her palace, and all the maniacs are her 
servants. For a long time she refused to do any manner 
of work, and would go naked in preference to wearing 
a coarse dress. She was disciplined, however, with the 
shower-bath ; and in making her own garments, proves 
that she has not forgotten the use of her needle. 

A gentleman saw her making a shirt, and said, ''Are 
you at work, theni*' 

"Ono^ Sir," was her reply, " / Uf68 aeufing a KitU 
fine work, to absorb the perspiration of my fingers!* ' 

, Every thing is said aud done by ber in the sane' 
style. Had she a few thousands, yearly, possibly she 
might not conduct herself more like an insane person' 
than many other splendid and extravagant daughters of 
pleasure. 

. The last person to wliom I shsdl aUtnlc under this 
bead, resembles crazy Kate. 

*' Tlier^ often wanders one, whom better days 

'* Saw better clad, \\\ doak of satin triinm'd 

'* With lace, and hat with splendid ribband bousd. 

^' A serving maid was she^ and fell ia Iotc 

** With one who left her, went to sea, and died. 

^' Her fancy fullow'd him through foaming waves 

*^ To distant shores ; and she woUld sit and weep 

** At what a*^ sailor suffers; fancy, too^ 

** Detusire most where warmest wishes, 

** Would oft anticipate his glad retonii 
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'^ And dream of transportS/she was not to know, 
*« She heard the dolefal tidings of hit deatlT, 
<< And nefvr Muil'if agaiQl** 

Eliza was a sort of semant maid and apprentice to 
an elder sister, wbo is a milliner^ A youog sailor visited 
her, and she loved him; but the: sister prevented a 
ttiatch» This disappointment made the young maid iii' 
sane. She has left raving ; but stupidity is now seated 
oo her Grecian face; and, in lieu of every other enjoy- 
ment, she is obliged to content herself ^i^ taking snuff 
from morning until evenin)^. Her e^e Is black, her hair 
dark, and the upper part of her face is a bland mixture 
of white and red, over which a faint smile flits, when 
her lover is spoken of; but from the nose down, there 
is nothing but the yellow Scotch ornament. 

All she desires, is, *^ to go home; for then somebody 
who .came to see somebody, would come again to see 
seme of their folks; and she should see liim; but he 
would not come to see herwf' ' ''- 

Poor thing! Her sorrows should warn ftiendsand 
relatives not to interfere, when young persons are dis* 
posed prudently to connect themselves with partners 
of their own rank in society. . The poor as well as the 
rich have Kberty to marry ; and verily, it is no disgrace; 
to manifest by practice, that we accord with the divine 
opinion, which decides, that '' it is not good for man 
to be alone.'' Some, who are unequal in many item^l, 
may upon the whole ht equally yoked together. 

*' la sach a world, so tboroy, and where none 
*< Find happiness unblighted ; or, if found, 
<' Withoat some thinly sorrow at its side, 
^^ it seems the part of wi8dom> and no sin 

V 
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*' Agaiost the law of love, to measure loti 
«' With lets dbtingnishM than ourselfes ; aod thUi 
**• We may with patience bear onr moderate ills, 
** And sympathise with others, suiTring more,** 

Thus the exquisite poet C&wper sung, who loved io 
cariy life one of humble circumstances, and possiUy 
might have been saved from long years of madness^ 
bad not the pride of hb relatives interfered with hii 
partialities. 

One U$t diitinguiik*d I conld love, indeed^ 
But one whom tesf deserving I esieemM, 
Could nerer be the partner of my joys, 
Conid never share the half of my full soali 
Kor siitigate the pangs of mortal grief. 

DRUNKENNESS. 

More than half <tf the perscms whom I Ibave M* 
iosBBe, were brought into that state by an ittlemperate 
iise of ardenrt spirits. It vdil be snffideat^ under this 
heady to state one instance. 

J. P — ^ an Englishman^ a dresser of in(m>oeo4eatheiv 
had been accastomed to malt liq«ors in his native 
country ; but in America found ardent spirits cbxBp 
and much in fashion. He was induslzioiis^ and, it is 
aaidy more skitful in his line of business than any other 
person in thb city. He was young, and when in com* 
pany, was prevailed on to imitate his companions ia 
*' drinking deep.*' In consequence of one night's ex^ 
cess he became raving mad, and continued in that statt 
for a long time. When the physician had succeeded in 
restorii^ his reason, he taught the ^oung man what t6 
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expect from future misconduct, and solemnly warned 
him to drink no more spirits. Admonition, and sad 
experience, however, were ineffectual. In three weeks 
after his first restoration, he drank again to excess, and 
did not regain his reason in less than eighteen months. 
When insane, he was full of fear, and would start like 
a giddy horse^ at almost every objects A second time 
he was ctered, and very, wisely took his departure from 
this country for the land of good malt liqnor* 
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Not for the sake of disquisition on 'romance, absur« 
dity, and the favourite books of many gentlemen, as 
well as ladies of litde thought, is this article intro- 
difced ; but to state a fact, which may prove a salutary 
warning to such persons as cannot read the Scriptures 
for an -hour, but.havmg perused a novel all day, carry 
it to bed for their entertainment by night. 

I have seen a young lady, ^hose eyes seem to flash 
fire, and whose tongue is never silent. She sings songs 
#ith enthusiasm, and can scarcely be dissuaded by any 
things but a desire to give and receive compliments, 
firom giving twenty love-ditties in Succession. Her ani> 
niatio»: increases until the soft vmce becomes a savage 
yell ; and the eye, which sparkled with] delight, is suf- 
fused with an unmeaning tear. The exertion creates an 
increased action of the blood, unfavourable to recovery ; 
hut ** she has been taught that she must display her 
powers ; she must gratify the gentlemen, she must please 
the ladies ;" and it is neither in the power, nor com- 
monly in the disposition of her maniac companions^ to 

V 2 
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make her quiet; for mad persons rarely regard the 
fancies of one another. 1 have often observed that 
those, who are anxious for conversation with rational 
visitants, will not deign to speak to their miserable 
assocbtes, because, forsooth, '' they are crazy !" I have 
been led about by a crazy young man, oi liberal educa- 
tion, amongst a host of lunatics, and he would tell me 
the peculiar turn of each one's mind with much self- 
complacency. He would not speak to them^ for " they 
are mad/' 

'' But what's the matter with youT' 

** Nothing at all. Sir ! My friends are crazy, and 
have taken it into their heads that I am out of my wits, 
and so have confined me/' Like this young man, su- 
perior to the society, of bedlamites, all the deranged 
females hear the songster, but seem not to hear; lor 
they despise her affectation. 

The cause of her derangement was an excessive at- 
tachment to novels. She read them incessantly, and 
rejoiced at pleasures which were never experienced ; or 
wept for griefe which were n^er endured. What once 
was called sensibility in her, became nervous irrita- 
bility ; and like Don Quixote, she believed the absurd- 
est fiction to be sober verity. A young gentleman of 
undoubted. veracity informed me, that hesaw her read- 
ing a few days before her senses quite forsook her, 
when she knew nothing that happened in the same room 
where she was, unless some one touched her with the 
hand, while he pronounced her name with his lips. She 
sat in the room with her mother and sister, but the 
heard not their conversation : a stranger entered, but 
her whole attention was absorbed by the hbtory of 
some perfect lover and angelic heroine. Shortly aftei» 
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she began to roam the city, and could find shady bow- 
^ ers, meandering rivulets, melodious groves, and cap- 
tivating admirers, as easily as the knight of La Mancba 
discovered giants, and armies of opponents in chivalry. 
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IMPRUDENCE IN READING. 

An apprentice to a baker was fond of reading; and 
accustomed himself, from the want of a candle, to read 
by the light emitted from a bed of coals, which had 
been swept from the oven. In bending forward he 
gave the blood in his system an unnatural tendency to 
the head, and thn, with the heat to which his brain was 
exposed, induced ddirium. After a considerable sea- 
son of singing, dancing, and wild excess, he was re- 
duced to composure. The powers of his mind have 
suffered material injury, and his love of books is entirely 
destroyed. It has happened to him, as it does to many, 
that since his recovery, he is too fond of the maddening 
draught. This, in many cases, is either a physical evil 
produced by the previous treatment, or it results from 
the loss of that mental discernment and caution which 
keep them from too free indulgence before their faculties 
were disordered. The subject of this article is about 
twenty years old, and is in great danger of a relapse. 
A little imprudence may cause a life of madness. 

This instance should warn others, and especially 
children, who, in a fit of industry, read l^y the light of 
a fire. To read in the twilight, before it is sufficiently 
dark to require a lamp, is injurious ; A)r those who have 
attempted it must know, that it requires a painful effort, 
not only of the optical organs, but of the mind . 

u 3 



fSt THE MONSTXB. 

Iiim, that she might continue to administer to bis 
licentiousness. Here he found, however, that the state 
of society, corrupt as it is, would not admit of his. 
familiarity with a Creole slave. There are fashions in 
lust; and the honourable monster in society must live 
as the fashions direct. Far to the south, faishion admits 
of a downright black for a concubine ; but in the nortb^ 
he may openly maintain, without being excluded from 
genteel company, as many prostitutes as he pleases, 
provided no one of them be tinged with the dye of 
Ethiopia. 

To conform to custom, the planter determined to 
maintain the morality of northern bloods, and therefore 
concluded to put away his favourite. What to do be 
could not easily decide, but finally he communicated to 
her his intention of selling her. His neglect, and the 
fear of slavery, under any other circumstances than 
those to which she had been accustomed, produced 
raving, and confirmed insanity. Vain were all attempts 
to make her sane again. This was more than simple 
purchasing and selling of human blood and bone. It 
was pollution, seduction, cruelty, and death. 

'^ But slavVy ! — virtae dreads it as ker Sfave : 

" Patience herself is meanness in a slave* 

** Or, if the wiH and sov'rci^ty of God 

** Bid suffer it awhile, and kiss the rod, 

*' Wait for the dawning of a brighter day, 

** And snap the chain the moment when you may.. 

•' Nature imprints upon whatc'er we sec, 

^' That has a heart and life in it Be free V* 
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INCONTINENCE. 

Two instances of insanity which have come under 
my observation, have been caused by the incontinence 
of husbands. 

An honesty sober, industrious Irish woman, witb^her 
husband, canie to this country, and, by^ selling the milk 
of a few cows, obtained a comfortable sustenance. They 
lived harmoniously, and she w^s the mother of several 
children. What could disturb their peace, and destroy 
their union] A wicked woman, an artful, persuasive 
wretch gained the silly heart of the husband. He was 
caught in the net of the enchantress^ and the snare of 
the fowler. With his children and the adulteress he 
fled from his ii\jured wife. Her heart had been bound 
up in the welfare of her partner, and children. Pooc 
Rose! She went mad. 

It was no consolation to her, that she had a com^ 
panion of similar sorrows,; in the person of a blooming 
young woman, who married ai son of Neptune. She 
was enterprising, and kept a boarding-house to augment 
the funds of the family. Her husband, the sailor, was. 
kind, when at home, and what was his conduct in 
foreign ports she knew not. Th^ immediate cause of 
the madness of this female was a violation of the seventh 
commandment, by her partner. A sister, younger than 
herself, was taken into their family for protection ; for 
she was an orphan ; and the young man attempted with 
too fatal success, her destruction. This dispersed the 
family, and from grief of ^heart the married sistec 
became insane. 

What became of the younger sister I 
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Her seducer went to sea, and she was kept by a^ 
iiarried man, whose intercoarse with her, caused his 
0wn wife to becwrne insane. Here "was line upon line, 
«iid curse upon curse. Well aaith the scriptures, 
" Keq> thee from the evil woman, frcmi the fiattery 
of the tongue of a strange woman. — ^For by means 
#f a whorish woman a man is bronght ta a inece of. 
bread ; and the adulteress will bout for, the predoos. 

life,;; 

Another instance of insanity is traced to the inoon- 
linence of the guilty person. She was seduced and 
went to Loudon to make merchandiie of herself, with 
more readiness than in any other place. Here she kqit 
m house of ill fiune ; and after having been, in. Newgate 
cmce, stole a watch and handkerchief from a geotfema^ 
who spent the night in her abode. The next day die 
sold them at a broker's shop, and was anestd. What 
a pity it is, that any who voluntarily become the cmn- 
panions of a- raging Honess should be protected by the 
civil arm! Her visitant had his revenge. She says tint 
she put her fingers into his watph-pocket, and tl» txvAfSt 
gtuek to them ; for which the honourable judges seat 
her to New South Wales. After remaining there for 
aome time^ she found a gallant who stole her away and 
brought her Jto NeW-York. Here she lived with him, 
untill her excessive lewdness produced madness. She 
admits that she has been '^ out of her head, in. con* 
sequence of jealousy." Her complaint bar been of 
long continuance. For months she has thought herself 
the blessed Trinity, all things past, present, and to 
come, and at the same time, the devil. These imagina- 
tions gave her inconceivable distress. After she had 
told me all this, with great agony, and with utter ah- 



libtriitoce of all who doabted the truth of her assertions^ 
line affirmedy that she proceeded from the Father, butt 
was, at the same time the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ; and because she would not marry the Father, 
he was perpetually tormenting her. She conceived that 
her flesh was incessantly torn from her, by red hot 
pincers, and was renewed again, to prqpare her for end- 
less torment.* At this time, she is, indeed, the picture 
of a damned immortal. Her imaginations and tortures 
change, but she is incurable. 

Under this head I might describe, 

A wretched female, who says that she was bom in 
the yellow bouse, at Stoningtcm ; who thinks that devils 
mre filling her body with pins and skewers ; who can teU 
tbe history, name, and place of residence of every per- 
:«0D whom she sees, and who 'believes tlnit all things are 
supported by her prayers. 

A wretched female, who was once beautiful; who lived 
^ splendour ; who bas become mdre insensible tfiaii 
"die brutes; but who was once the mistress of that 
tallen mrai, whose 'hands still bear the stain of muir- 
^er. 

A more mberable French girl; more miserable be- 
Hnuse now rational, but unhappy*; whom I have heard 
Ising with the sweetest voice, while she played a melting 
iair upon her guitar, with all the soul of melancholy^ itk 
the cool of evening. 

But I forbear. Sad victim of seduction 1 

'< She sat beneath the birchen tree, 

Her elbow retUng on her knee ; 

She had wiUidrawn the fatal shaft, 
^' And pu'd on it, tod feebly laugVd.*' 






|M# THE maniac's CRBED. 

Had it been possible, the feeling heart would have 
given assistance, and gladly would have restored ptu 
vaaent tranquillity. 

^* Stranger, It iB In Tain !** Ae cried. 
*^ This hour of death has gtTen me more 
<* Of reason's poweif than years before } 
*' For as these ebbing veins decay 

My frenzied visions fade away. 

A helpless injured wretch I die ?*' 

SOOTT. 
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tHE MANIAC'S CREED. 

One of whom I had heard, called to see me in k 
chamber where I was writing. I did not know his per- 
son, and therefore when a stranger, respectable in ap- 
pearance, of light complexion and pleasant countenance, 
made his appearance, I thrust aside my paper, and 
formally gave him a seat. He is a man of middle 
stature, of a short neck, and full habit, who made me 
this visit. With all the deliberation of two philosophers 
we entered into conversation, and he soon made some 
observations, which induced me to resume the pen, that 
1 might render permanent the maniac's creed. He was 
not displeased at it ; but said, " you are welcome t« 
record the past, but I must object to your penhiug 
'diny thing which I shall communicate concerning the 
future." 

" Let me beg the favour of your name then. Sir," I 
said, and with a placid face he began : 

*' People call me Little John. This is a nickname^ 
\vhtch a friend in Ireland gave me, to go to bed by ; and 
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which I have kept, to give to my many childreo, who 
bear that name : but if the truth was known, I am Abel 
of old, the son of Adam." 

Here I demanded how this pould be, when the scrip- 
tures inform us, that Cain killed Abel many thousand 
years ago. 

*'0h! the Bible has committed many such mistakes» 
as I know by my own experience ; for I am that identi- 
cal Abel, and his brother only apparently killed him. 
After that aii^ir, I appeared under the form of Joseph 
the son of Jacob, but was Abel and Joseph too.'^ 

"Did your brethren," I asked, "sell you; and was 
you actually sold in £gypt 1" 

^ *' Oh! no! there the Bible is in an (error again; for I 
was only confined awhile in the iron mines in Scotland. 
Joseph's brethren never did sell him into Egypt: I 
know they did not, for I am that Joseph, and should 
not I know Y' 

Joseph, however, died in Egypt." 

Ah ! I appeared to die ; hut I did not^ for I waa 
afterwards Job, the patriarch. You see that I am a 
fat man, with a short neck. That s the reason, Sir» 
that Job in the primer is always represented as a shorty 
Uiick little fellow." 

But tell me, where was you born?" 

Why, I have had different bodily forms ; but my 
present body was born of a Dutch father, and a sort of 
Yankee mother, in Pennsylvania." 

In like manner he lived in the old French war, and 
in the late Revolution, and perfectly remembers every 
event which any one can state from history. He is 
really not more than forty years of age, and I told him 
so ; but very deliberately he went to work, to prove bis 
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Msertions t]tie» bj his own conjicioiisnest and txSt!ikOYj4 
He bas a wife aud several chikhren. He had propert}"; 
but was defrauded by wicked netghboon^ and tbb ca« 
hoiity, together with his ddsm, reduced him to his 
present conditioiL I told him I should like to know kis 
religious senGments, if he was willing to state thcs; 
when he b^pui with, 

^ I believe in God, but not' in Jesns Christ, A IUh 
nity without him» if there is one» make quite ebougli 
persons. The story about him came from the practice 
of a printer's boy, who with wooden cuts, utfed to print 
an image of God, and represent a mail seated at his 
right hand. This was all idolatry. 

" I believe that God lends men a part of himself to 
work righteousness with; and for any man to go to 
churchy pay his footing there, and defraud no body, is 
as good a job as he can do for his soul.'' 

Here I desired to know what he intended by-payug 
his footing in church. H^ said, ''when a nuHi 8tq» 
upon the floor of the church, he helps to ditty it, and 
if he pays enough to enable the door-keeper to wash 
lifter him, he pays his footing there; which I always 
did.*^ Tlien he pvoceeded in his creed. 

'* I believe there is such a place as heaven, wAeie 
all these righteous persons will be happy. The wicked 
will never get there. I believe there is no snch phce 
as hell, although there mig^t be; for 'tis not impossihk 
that such a plaoe should exist. Those who do |not get 
to heaven, win enter into the service of ev^iastbg 
vanity. That will be their punishment; 

** JFinally, I believe that my wife will go to heaven, 
because she has raised a likely family of children, and 
ibat*8 all a woman has to do.*' 
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Tbua ended his creed. He was serious through the 
vrhoh statemeuty and persbted in assuring me that he 
should nevor die. These things he constantly affirms. 

This creed is humbly submitted to the Arian and 
Socioian teachers in America. Relinquishuig in favour 
of tiiisy their hostility to confessions in geperal, it is to 
be expected that they will adopt it; and since they 
deliver the doctrines of Little John, they will do hini 
-the honour^ so soon as their college shall be convened^ 
to confer iqxMi him the degree of Doctor of DiviK'- 
ity! 

Alatl for the ciadls of the sonsof the Pilgrimsl 

THE PUNISHMENT OF INFIDELITY. 

Thb subject of this last memoir was a native i>f 
)Lf"-- Ir-f of reputable fiunily, a^d of Presbyterian pa- 
reptaga* In childhood h^ was religiously educated, 
%fA in youth was mcmd in his habits. When he became 
a young omn, b^ read the productions of Voltaire and 
other infidel writer^. Tbfir sentiments were congenial 
to his feelings, and taught him to reasojn agai^t the 
authenticity aiid inspiration of the Holy Scriptuces. In 
consequence i$>f his new iUmninatipn, he discovered that 
public Mforsbip was useless, and of course absented 
him^df from the pUpe whei^e prayer is wont to be 
made. His sabbaths were spent at his father's house, 
,%v)uch was a tavern, in the common business of the 
week ; and all times were alike to him. He was a punc- 
tual and prudent man in all pecfiniary transactions, 
and as a neighbour, was highly respected by the inha- 
bitaots of his native village. 

X 2 
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When about thirty-five years of age, he was in the 
liabit of exporting produce to the West^lndies ; and 
went in person, almost every summer, to carry on the 
traffic to advantage. Previous to one of hb voyages, he 
visited a Mrs. C — II, at R — ^y, who b unusually pious. 
He was frequently a visitor at the house of this good 
woman; but on Uiis visit, which was in the summer, 
be was accompanied by a man whose opinions cor- 
responded with hu own. They did not hesitate to dis- 
close their views of the word of God, a future state, and 
divine things. Mrs. C — 11 said, concluding her argu- 
ment with them, that she hoped they would think dif- 
ferently before it was too late. 

** It will never be too late,'' rejoined the deists, "for 
any but cowards !" 

In the autumn after this conversation, H — n the 
deist of whom I write, set sail with his produce for a 
•outhem market While he was absent, hb unbelieving 
friend was attacked with mortal disease, and shuddered 
at the thought of meeting a holy God in judgment 
He expressed hb great anxiety, and in agony of mind 
renounced hb delusions. He died. On the return of 
H — Of the pious woman made hhn acquainted with the 
circumstances of his friend's departure from thb life^ 
with the desire of impressing on hb conscience the 
necessity of preparing to meet before Grod, the Just 
One. All that H — would say, however, was this : ** I 
am sorry that my friend died like a coward.'' 

After this admonition, for the space of two years, 
the mind of thb unhappy man found little quietude 
He disputed, sometimes less against Chrbtianity than 
formerly ; and sometimes more, with greater Inttemess. 
On hb passage homeward in his last voyage^ hb soul 
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vas like tlie troubled sea; and when te was in tbe 
midst of his marine path, 9 storm descended he^yily 
vpop the ship. At a particator hour, during this tem- 
pest, he entertained a persu^ion, for which he f Qirid 
AOt account, that his motho: was dying; and evep ob- 
served the time by hb vatcb wheiy he thought tliat s|ie 
gayjB up her spirit It is oojt for me to account for f uch 
mental ^Qpressions a3 I h^v^ no doubt Hrr-B actually 
felt* Leit me simply state the ^t On bis arrival at 
]l»ome he found his mother diead. He told his frjeiKis 
whiat had been his presentiment^ 9iid at what hour be 
thought she breathed her last breath. It proved, so 
neariy as the family can remember, that she actuaUy 
died on the same day, and in the course of tb/^ same 
hour, which he designated. What renders this evept 
ii^ore remarkable is this, that ^le mother was taken 
^way in perfect health. She was eating, and $.ome fo9d 
entering the larynx, prevented any future respiratioiu 

The mind of H — n, from this time, became habjitually 
gloomy. He felt himself guilty and wretched, but did 

* On the 9th of June, 1812, that classical speaker* that elo- 
qaent orator, and that amiable man, the Rev. Joseph S. Back- 
minster, of Boston, died. On this same day, the Rev. Dr. 
Buck minster, who had not heard of his son*s sickness, and who 
.coii|d not have had any communication by homAn means, said 
to his wife, ** My dear, Joseph is dead.'* She replied, that |ie 
could not know that, and that his persuasion must have arisen 
from his fond anxiety. He persisted in saying that he knew that 
his son had in that very hour expired. This proved 1o have been 
the fact, and on the next day, the father, a most tender father, 
and eminent minister of ibe Lord Jesus Christ, entered iqto hit 
eternal rest. Many similar cases might be supported by indis- 
patable evidence. Cannot he who formed the mind commvBi- 
cate directly lAformation^ without the intervention of the 
-senses 2 . ' 
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not beliere ia Chrut, the way to pardon, peace of con- 
science, consc^tion in tribuhition, and everlasting feli- 
city, llie depression of his soul soon became so great, 
that reason was banished from the seat of her dominion. 
In a frantic state of mind he stabbed his niece, whom 
he tenderly loved, because he loved her, and was ap- 
prehensive that she would starve. Three times he at- 
tempted to hang himself before he was brought to an 
asylum. Once he had suspended himself in the barn, 
and was, at the moment of suspension, discovered by 
one, who held him up until he was delivered from the 
r<^pe. Once he hung himself to a hook in the ceilinf, 
but that having become rusty, broke, and left him on 
the floor. At the third attempt he could command only 
a handkerchief and the upper comer of a door, from 
which he was protruded by involuntary struggling, be- 
fore suffocation took place. Finally he was brought to 
a benevolent Institution with his throat cut ; and was 
prevented, for a time, from intruding into the presence 
•f his Judge. 

After hb wounds were perfectly healed, I conversed 
with him oq religious subjects, and he was perfectly 
rational, until the {Nrinciples to which he assented were 
applied to his own case. 

" God is able and willing to save unto Uie uttermost 
all who come unto him." 

** That is unquestionable/* he would answer. 

*' Then be is able and willing to save you.** 

** Oh ! no ! there are exc^eptions to all general rules ; 
and God is a sovereign : he will not save me : for, I 
have been such a sinner, that God is miserable while I 
am out of misery. I ought to suffer. It is my duty to 
suffer for ever.'' This was the train of his thought, and 
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he appeared to court misery, because it was his duty to 
suffer, that the glory of God might be promoted. Ifl- 
deedy if there is any such thing as a desire to be 
damned for the glory of God, as some writers assert, 
H'-'^i certainly possessed that grace ; but it was only 
in a state of insanity and indescribable misery. To per- 
form his duty, he refused to shave, and for a long time 
endeavoured to starve himsel/.'-flnally, he became quite 
resigned, and said he would permit the Lord to punish 
him as much as he pleaded, without increasing the tor- 
ment by his own abstemiousness and self-denying in- 
ventions. The black man, who assisted in putting him 
into the shower bath, he conceived to be the devil ; 
and imagined that he was to stand naked, and have 
cold drops of water fall on him through eternity. He 
lived in continual dread of being everlastingly afflicted 
with vile distempers ; and from day to day proclaimed 
that to-morrow he should be in hell. 

When he was favoured with a partial respite from his 
horrors, he would read the Bible, until he came to 
something which he did not understand. Then he would 
ask explanations of his keeper, and if his remarks were 
unsatis&ctory, would cast down the book with indigna- 
tion, because it was incomprehensible. 

Sometimes H — n would indulge himself for a few 
moments in cheerful conversation, and then suddenly 
check himself, and revert to his gloom, saying, *' But 
this is not suitable for one who to-morrow must com- 
mence a perpetuity of torment.'' 

Not long previous to his death, a brother, who had 
been confirmed by him in unbelief, came to pay him- a 
visit. The conversation was deeply interesting a^d 
solemn. 
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** Ben» yoa see the state I am new in; aBfl yon ki^ow 
how I was brought to this condition. My preseqt iro- 
nies are unutterable, and wliat must damnation be to a 
guilty sinner T' 

^'O fudge! fudge, John! Cheer up; dpn't make a 
fool of yourself I Why should yo^i trouble yourself 
about religion, and be gloomy 1" 

" Yes, Ben, I have made a fod <^ myself by reading 
those accursed books, and desfusing th|e Bible. Yoa 
cannot laugh me out of my present condition.* Ypu 
know that I am miserable now, and I tell ypu that mj 
false ideas of religion have produced all tliat suiSering 
which you witness. Ben, I am in hell 1 O be wanK^ 
by me ! You cannot teach me any thing oew agfunst 
the BIBLE, for I taught you all the infidelity which 
you know ; but if this was my last breath, I shomld say 
to you, ''Change your way of thiukifig ; for yonr pie- 
sent plan will not answer/' 

In this strain H— 4i coorersed with his brother for 
more than an hour; but after all, Ben depar^, say- 
ing, "Oh! poh ! John, don't make a fool of youiself!" 

One week before the death of U — n, a person in the 
next room hung himseU*. Some conversation arose from 
this case between H — n and his keeper. 

K. '< A man must be in great agony, I think, "and 
must be very bold, to enter uncalled the etenwl world.'' 

H. " It is not boldness, but cowardice, which tempts 
men to .destroy their own lives* Is not that man a 
coward who shrinks from the common lot c^bumanity 1 
It is really weakness, to kill one's self from dread of 
calamity, or weight of temporal suffering. Men ought 
to bear life, and not shrink from petty evils.'' 

Such was his language, and no one supposed that he 
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reUined a thought of performing the action which he 
condemned. But his sufferings he deemed unlike those 
of other men. His were the agonies of one already 
damnedy who must suffer, or the eternal Judge would 
suffer. He thought God was in misery so long as he 
was out of hell. In an hour, therefore, when nothing 
was apprehended, he made fast his cravat to the grates 
of his window, and while his back was against the wall, 
kneeled down, at the same time bending hk body for- 
ward, and strangled himself. ^ 

*' Like helpless sailors in a ship on fire, 

** He boldly plang'd to shun a fate more dire.** 

But, alas ! who, that being often reproved hardeneth 
himself, can escape everlasting burnings 1 Must we not 
say, concerning many who imagine that they choose 
the most favourable alteraative, *'in prefering death by 
your own band, to present anguish, you become secure 
of heU r 

'' But his doom 

*' ReserV'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
<^ Both of lost happiness and lasting paia 
" Torments him/* 



CONCLUSION. 



<#«#«rtrr#<^^^<» 



Tbb nuffd of the mdc r bas now beei^ coo^ufiUdl 
through many scenes of poverty* misery, wikd mf^fB^; 
and if some statements should be deemed obnoxious to 
delicacy^ the writer makes this apology, that some per* 
sons may be warned by the record of horrible fiict^ 
.firbo woMld be ui\9ioyed |it common occurrepces. There 
.1^ loaoy persiosiSy ^hos^ feelings ^re of a coarsje tex- 
^^ure, who require different treatment from that whipb 
jKO^td be adapted to gentle spuls. He woMld h^efit 
Jlliie (ough as well as the mil() ; and the fonoier, ev^ io 
polite circles, are most numerous. The writer hats sin- 
cerely attempted to avoid such allusions as produce a 
blushy while his ^st aim was to deter those thoughtless 
persons from vice» who are most liable to it ; and if any 
reader should be conscious that he is not too delicate to 
commit gross iniquity, let him not be fastidious in his 
judgment of the Journal. 

The reader who has gained any useful information, 
may congratulate himself that he has been a witness of 
solemn scenes, without experiencing the actual incon- 
veniencies of one who has been personally concerned in 
them. It is easier to vbit the sick by proxy than in 
person; and it must be more agreeable to gain the 
knowledge of some iacts by reading tbau^; by actual 
observation. 



OQKCItUSIOlf. tftt 

Since he has ceased to record the occurrences of the 
dsy, the usual services of the stated preacher have heea 
performed* Many new cases of conviction^ and ap|NN 
fent penitence^ have presented themselves ; and it k 
probable that the journal of one year» with few altera^ 
tionsy would describe the moral state of the Hospital 
and Almshouse for every year, in which the same reli- 
gidiis services should be performed* 

To those whafaave eoritributed to the support of the 
wMhot, he presents his thanks; for they have made hial' 
their ahnoner. it is kia intentiim te perform in future 
$H>far ms it is ponihle, the same sort of service to f Ae 
Bosfitid and Almshouse ; but for many reasons, whick 
be would not wbh to state, he takes this opportonitjr 
fjS announcing to his friends and the public, that all 
subscriptions in his favour shall be considered null from 
the 1st of January, 1812, and ever after. The payment 
of what was previously due will in no case be demand- 
ed. 

He cannot refrain from expressing a firm hope, that 
when God in his providence shall restore prosperity to 
our country, if not before, something will be done to 
render the maintenance of some successor in his office 
permanent. 

The instability of temporal property should make 
those who possess it willing to communicate, when duty 
calk; and beyond a question, this city, more distin* 
guished for religious liberality than any in our country^ 
will not allow posterity to say, " the public Hospitals 
and Almshouses of Europe, and of many cities in the 
United States, had their chaplains; but in "New-York 
two hundred persons died yearly wtthout the benefit of 
religious instractioD 1" 



U2 CfWCIiVSlOK. 

■ In the course of two years, some of the subscribai 
luiYe been reduced from affluence to poverty ; and who 
nay not experience disappointment? Who may not be 
brought to the necessity of living on public bounty f 
Who on his bed of death may not be thankiul for a visit 
from some public preacher to the poor ? 

What father, or mother, can affirm, that the children 
of the tenderest affections and most fond parental 
anxiety, may not act the part of prodigals? Let not 
fiistidiousness prevent guardians from ^ving timniy 
warning. Let thoughtless young people leam, that 
many of the miserably afflicted beings with whom I 
have had ministerial intercourse, were once as bieautifiil, 
as gay, as highly favoured, as rich,Wuid prudent as 
themselves. 



FINIS. 
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